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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, January 18, 2022.  This meeting was originally scheduled for Monday, 
January 10, 2022 but was cancelled that day by the Chairman due to several members of the 
body having close Covid exposures resulting in a lack of a  quorum and was rescheduled to the 
18th. The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 
Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  Elected Officials in attendance: 
Sheriff Jay Jones and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News media in attendance:  
Opelika Observer owner/reporter Michelle Key.   

 
 
Judge English recognized Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette who is 

attending her first meeting in her new position.  Judge English also asked Mrs. Leverette to say 
a few words for those in attendance.  Mrs. Leverette introduced herself stating her background 
is in Risk Management, Safety and Human Resources and not as a CPA or a numbers person, 
she stated she is more of a relational person.  Mrs. Leverette said she came here from 
Montgomery County Commission.   Judge English said she has hit the ground running and has 
already had several things thrown at her.        

 
 
Due to the absence of County Engineer Justin Hardee from a close Covid exposure, 

Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill presented the Rebuild Alabama Fund annual report.  
Mr. Harvill said in accordance with Code of Alabama §23-1-433(f), at the first meeting in 
January of each year following the creation of the Rebuild Alabama fund, the county engineer 
shall present to the county commission a written report detailing the expenditures made from 
the fund during the previous year; and, the report shall be entered into the minutes of the 
county commission meeting and shall be made available to the public for inspection, including 
posting on the county’s website.  Mr. Harvill reported that all the projects from FY2021 have 
been completed by the punch list and the removal of the signs.  Mr. Harvill stated the report 
shows there were 11 projects with 9 being funded by Rebuild Alabama funds and two being 
funded by Federal Aid Exchange funds.  The report has been sent to the Commission and the 
Legislature as required by the Act.     
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Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 
December 13 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for ratification was presented prior 
to the meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Upon second reading, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to approve the following Resolution on the reappointment of Andrew Bryan to the 
Beulah Utilities Board.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint Andrew 
Bryan to the Beulah Utilities Board to serve a four-year term from December 1, 2021, to 
December 1, 2025.   

 
 
Next, Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

appoint Judy Lockhart to the Lee County Recreation Board to serve as the District 1 appointee 
replacing Alice Buchanan, who left at the end of her term in October 2021.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Judy P. 

Lockhart to the Lee County Recreation Board to serve a five-year term from January 18, 2022, 
until October 14, 2026.   

 
 
Under old business, Mrs. Leverette presented for Commission consideration an 

amended COVID-19 Policy from December 30, 2021.  Mrs. Leverette said the amendments 
follow current CDC guidelines.  The two major changes are the number of days a person can 
return to work after testing positive and the manner in which masks should be worn after 
receiving a positive COVID-19 test or exposure to COVID-19.   Commissioner Ham made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following amended COVID-19 
Policy as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
   (Revised December 30, 2021) 

A. Wearing of masks or shield coverings are now optional (EXCEPT as noted 
below); however, all unvaccinated employees are still strongly 
encouraged to wear a mask or shield covering their mouth and nose 
indoors around other people. 

 
B. All personnel who are directly impacted by COVID-19 in the following 

ways:  
 

1. If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (according to Center for 
Disease Control guidance like fever, cough, shortness of breath) and 
seeking a medical diagnosis for COVID-19.  If positive for COVID-19, 
see number 2.  If negative for COVID-19, follow standard sick leave 
policies. 
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2. If you tested positive for COVID-19, you shall self-isolate immediately.   
Without Symptoms:  If you continue to have no symptoms, you are 
to return to work after 5 days have passed since you had a positive 
test. 

With Symptoms: You are to return to work after meeting the 
following conditions: 

 5 days since symptoms first appeared and 
 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing 

medications and 
 Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 

UPON return to work, you MUST wear a mask when around others for 5 
days. 

*Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery 
and need not delay the end of isolation 

Severe Illness (requiring Hospitalization): You are to return to 
work after meeting the same conditions as With Symptoms (above); 
except for, the first condition will be 5 days after released from the 
hospital.  

If you are still experiencing Post-COVID Complications, the standard   
FMLA policies and procedures apply. 

3. If you have had close contact with someone with COVID-19, you are to 
quarantine.  The CDC defines close contact as exposures adding up to a 
total of 15 minutes spent 6 feet or closer to an infected person. 

For those who are unvaccinated or not yet vaccinated including any 
recommended booster, you are to return to work after 5 days after last 
exposure with no symptoms.  If you develop symptoms, get tested follow 
number 2.  With Symptoms above if positive.  If negative, return to work.   

UPON return to work, you MUST wear a mask when around others for 5 
days.   

However, anyone who has had close contact with someone with 
COVID-19 and who is fully vaccinated with the recommended booster for 
their vaccine does NOT need to stay home.   
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 UPON return to work, you should wear a mask when around others 
for 10 days.   

Appropriate Documentation will be required for each of the above.  Types of 
documentation are copy of orders, proof of tests and/or written certifications. 

Providing false documents or misleading and false statements associated the above are 
Group Two Offenses under 11.4.2 A. (5) and (6).    

In addition, anyone who is staying home is being paid to follow orders and instructions 
for public health and safety reasons.  Failure to follow those orders and instructions is a 
Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (7). 

Such actions in this section are grounds for the employee’s dismissal from employment. 
 
(For Sheriff Service Employees, enforcement and discipline determination is solely the 
discretion of the Lee County Sheriff)    

�
C. Employees under the budgetary and administrative authority of the County 

Commission should protect the public, their coworkers and themselves by: 
NOT reporting to work and notifying their supervisor if they have: 

o  temperature above 100.3 
                       or are experiencing the following: 

o Persistent Cough 
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

                         Or have two or more of these symptoms: 

o Chills 
o Muscle pain 
o Headache 
o Sore throat 
o New loss of taste or smell 

 
Employees failing to practice such safety measure are in violation of Group One Offense 
under 11.4.1 A. (6).   
Repeated failure to practice and/or absolute disregard to such safety measures are in 
violation of Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (12) “Violation of safety practices that 
might endanger the life or health of the employee or others”.  Repeated failure and/or 
absolute disregard should be a suspension without pay or terminated. 
 
(For Sheriff Service Employees, enforcement and discipline determination is solely the 
discretion of the Lee County Sheriff)    
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 Mr. Harvill presented an update on Lee Road 57A.  Mr. Harvill stated since the last 
meeting in which the public nature of Lee Road 57A was discussed, the Highway 
Department has reaffirmed that the Commission did accept Lee Road 57A, 412 feet in length, 
for public maintenance in 2005 and that the Highway Department has performed 
maintenance on the road since that time.  This affirms that Lee Road 57A is a county 
maintained public dirt road.  Mr. Hardee stated the citizens feel strongly that it is a private 
dirt road.  Mr. Henry L. Yancey, Jr. has submitted a petition to the Highway Department that 
appears to have been signed by the abutting property owners requesting for Lee Road 57A to 
be a private drive and privately maintained.  Mr. Harvill said it appears, by a surveyor, that 
all of Lee Road 57A is located on Mr. Yancey’s property, which, in this case, the property 
lies on and is controlled by one individual property owner, Mr. Yancey.  Mr. Harvill stated 
that Patricia Wilson and Franklin Lockhart, and Mr. Washington own property along Lee 
Road 57 via Lee Road 57A, after research there is an easement recorded in the 1970’s 
showing ingress and egress for Mrs. Wilson and Mr. Lockhart’s property, but there is no 
easement found for Mr. Washington’s property.   Mr. Harvill stated there are issues of this 
nature that are trying to be resolved.  Mr. Harvill questioned the direction of the Commission 
on whether they would like to see the vacation of the road by the property owners, vacation 
of the road by the Commission or for no action to be taken.  Judge English recognized James 
Washington who wished to comment.  Mr. Washington said he would like to see the 
recommendation of the Commission, along with Mr. Hardee and Commissioner LaGrand to 
see that the property is returned to its rightful owner.  Mr. Washington said he has no 
problem with the right-of-way as it stands.  Further, Mr. Washington requested that the 
paperwork be recertified, remove the signs, and go back to the way it was.  Commissioner 
LaGrand said his intent, after talking with the residents, is to support their request, but noted 
there are procedures that must be followed to vacate it.  Commissioner Ham agreed stating he 
has been through the process before, and it does take time to complete.  Mr. Yancey said his 
father purchased the property in 1985 and has no problem with his neighbors, and he agrees 
that the road should be vacated back to him.  No action was taken by the Commission at this 
time. 
 
 
 Revenue Commissioner Oline Price asked the Commission to consider adding a 
Technical Support Specialist set at a Pay Grade 115.  Mrs. Price stated her office runs off the 
AS/400 and they need someone who is well versed in the AS/400.  Mrs. Price said the 
position would work under the direction of the Information Technology Department.  Mrs. 
Price said since a portion of the work would be provided to her office and the Appraisal 
Office, the salary would be paid 2/3 out of the general fund budget and 1/3 out of the 
Reappraisal budget. Upon this request, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Cannon to approve a Technical Support Specialist at a Pay Grade 115 be 
added to the Lee County Pay and Classification plan.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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 Mr. Harvill presented for Commission consideration the bridge replacement over 
Saugahatchee Creek on Lee Road 217.  Mr. Harvill said bids were received on December 15 
and three bids were returned.  Mr. Harvill stated the lowest responsive bid was received from 
Newell & Bush for $1,780,780.20.  Commissioner Ham questioned the length of the bridge 
and if the Highway Department will be performing the approach work.  Mr. Harvill stated the 
existing bridge is 370 feet and the new bridge will be 415 feet in length and answered 
affirmatively that the Highway Department would perform the approach work once the 
bridge work is completed by the contractor.  Judge English questioned the detour route.  Mr. 
Harvill stated the posted detour will be through Lee County, which is significant, but said 
local traffic would most likely travel through Tallapoosa County, which is ½ the distance, but 
still approximately 8-9 miles.  Judge English questioned if in situations like this if they work 
with adjoining counties.  Mr. Harvill said normally they will contact them.  Mr. Harvill stated 
it will be a 6-to-8-month project depending on the weather.   Judge English questioned if all 
of Lee Road 217 is dirt and Mr. Harvill responded in the affirmative.   Commissioner Ham 
questioned if there is an incentive for completing the project early.  Mr. Harvill said it is a 
number of working days project and liquidated damages are included.  Commissioner Ham 
questioned in the future if incentives for the contractor if job is completed ahead of schedule 
or some type of bonus for it.  Commissioner Long stated he personally saw on Lee Road 379 
how much time it took to complete, especially once the bridge was completed, the approach 
work took time.  Mr. Harvill stated that project is the reason the county began performing 
their own approach work.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner LaGrand to award the bid to Newell & Bush for the bridge replacement 
project on Lee Road 217 for $1,780,780.20.  The motion carried unanimously.          
 
 
 Mr. Harvill presented for Commission consideration the Rebuild Alabama Act (RAA) 
Annual Grant Program Application.  Mr. Harvill explained that since the passage of the 
Rebuild Alabama Act in 2019, the act stipulates that ALDOT shall create an annual grant 
program for no less than $10,000,000; and, that projects will be awarded through a 
competitive project selection process administered by ALDOT.  In FY2022 ALDOT has 
capped the maximum funding available for any project at $250,000, and the funds are 
available for one year from the notice of award.  Mr. Harvill stated that a date has not been 
set for when a sponsor will be notified of an award, but they expect to hear something in the 
spring or early summer.  Mr. Harvill stated that it is a relatively short time frame to design, 
let, and award a project, but the Highway Department would like to apply for funding to 
resurface approximately 2.64 miles of Lee Road 279.  Mr. Harvill said Lee Road 279 was 
chosen primarily for its poor condition and traffic count, but also because of previous and 
other planned improvements to the corridor.  Mr. Harvill requested the Commission 
authorize the Chairman to sign a letter of intent to apply for the RAA Grant Program funds as 
presented.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 
authorize the Chairman to sign a letter of intent to apply for the RAA Grant Program funds.  
The motion carried unanimously.    
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  Mr. Harvill presented the Federal Aid Agreements for the resurfacing of Lee Road 318 
and a portion of Lee Road 249.  Mr. Harvill stated this is an 80/20 match with 80% coming 
from the Columbus/Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Mr. Harvill stated 
these are two separate projects, but they were combined to get better pricing.   Mr. Harvill 
said the Lee Road 318 project is a total of 4.7 miles for a total cost of $1,860,554.01 with 
matching county funds of $342,116.30.  The second project is 1.8 miles on Lee Road 249 at a 
total cost of $693,152.36 with county funds of $138,630.47.   Commissioner Long made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to authorize the Chairman to execute the Federal 
Aid Agreements for the resurfacing of Lee Road 318 and a portion of Lee Road 249.  The 
motion carried unanimously.       
 
    RESOLUTION Lee Road 318 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lee County Commission as follows: 
 
That the County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama, acting by and through 
the Alabama Department of Transportation relating to a project for: 
 
Full depth reclamation, resurface, and traffic stripe CR-318 from CR-248 to CR-249; 
Projcet#CRSAPC-STPPC-4120(251); LCP 41-318-20; CPMS Ref#100067544. 
 
Which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name 
of the County, by the Chairman for and on its behalf and that it be attested by the County 
Clerk and the official seal of the County be affixed thereto. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept on file by the County.  
 
 
    RESOLUTION Lee Road 249 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lee County Commission as follows: 
 
That the County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama, acting by and through 
the Alabama Department of Transportation relating to a project for: 
 
Full depth reclamation, resurface, and traffic stripe CR-249 from CR-379 to CR-318; 
Projcet#STPPC-4120(252); LCP 41-249-20; CPMS Ref#100067545. 
 
Which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name 
of the County, by the Chairman for and on its behalf and that it be attested by the County 
Clerk and the official seal of the County be affixed thereto. 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, JANUARY 18, 2022 

 

 
 

10

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept on file by the County.  
 
 
 Mr. Harvill presented an Adopt-A-Mile Application from Phil Bryant on Lee Road 79.  
Mr. Bryant wants to help keep litter picked up along the road’s right-of-way.  Commissioner 
Cannon thanked Mr. Bryant and made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand, to 
approve the authorize the Chairman to approve the application request as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
 

Judge English stated Mrs. Leverette has asked to add an item to the agenda concerning 
revenue replacement from the American Rescue Plan Act Fiscal Recovery Funds (ARPA).  
Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to add the item to the 
agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mrs. Leverette presented a request for Commission 
consideration of revenue replacement from the County’s ARPA Funds.  Mrs. Leverette said 
that there have been recent changes under the Final Rule published by the United States 
Department of Treasury dated January 6, 2022, which allows the County the option either to 
elect a standard allowance of $10 million to be categorized as revenue replacement funds, or to 
perform calculations of revenue loss as provided in the Final Rule.  Mrs. Leverette said the 
election is a one-time, irrevocable election which must be done by January 31, 2022.    
Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorizing the 
utilization of the standard deduction for the purposes of calculating revenue loss for the County 
in conjunction with the filing of the County’s ARPA Project and Expenditure Report on or 
before January 31, 2022.   The motion carried unanimously. 

   
 
At approximately 6:05 p.m., Judge English announced the Commission needed to 

adjourn into an Executive Session on a matter of current litigation.  Judge English stated the 
following needed to attend:   County Attorney Stan Martin and Chief Administrative Officer 
Holly Leverette.  Mr. Martin said the session is estimated to last approximately 15 minutes and 
no formal action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner Long made a motion for the 
Commission to go into executive session, seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried 
unanimously. 
 

Upon conclusion of the executive session, at approximately 6:25 p.m., Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 
unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, January 31, 2022. The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon.  

Elected Officials in attendance: City of Auburn Mayor Ron Anders, City of Opelika Mayor 

Gary Fuller and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter 

Hannah Lester.    

 

 

Judge English recognized former Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman and 

presented him with a resolution commending him on his service and dedication to Lee County. 

Mr. Rendleman thanked the Commission for its support for all that he was able to accomplish 

during his tenure. 

 
WHEREAS, Roger H. Rendleman was named Lee County Administrator in October 

2001, and began a 20-year long career serving the citizens of Lee County, the County 

Commissioners, other elected officials, and employees of Lee County; and   

WHEREAS, during his tenure the county experienced unprecedented growth and his 

guidance and leadership successfully ushered the county through great challenges and triumphs 

particularly the Great Recession of 2008 and the Covid-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, his sound counsel and common sense financial advice resulted in several 

major capital projects coming to fruition including the Justice Center Complex renovation with 

the addition of a new judicial building; the completion of the Lee County Detention Center and 

Sheriff’s Office Administration Building; the Auburn Satellite Office Annex; the Bennie 

Adkins Meeting Center; the Lee County Courthouse renovation; the Revenue Commissioner’s 

Annex; a Beulah Senior Center; and three county recreation parks; and   

WHEREAS, through his many years of service not only did he help the citizens of Lee 

County, but also the State of Alabama through his Chairmanship of the Local Government 

Health Insurance Program, and through teaching various classes for the Alabama Local 

Government Training Institute; and   

 WHEREAS, through his years of service he served with fifteen different members of 

the Lee County Commission, including:   Chairman: Judge Bill English 

  District 1: Sam Pierce, Mathan Holt, Sheila Eckman, Doug Cannon 

  District 2: Bobby Cannon, Johnny Lawrence, Sarah Brown 

  District 3: Harry Ennis, Gary Long 

District 4: Terry White, Annell Smith, Robert Ham 

  District 5: John Andrew Harris, Richard LaGrand 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lee County Commission 

expresses its sincere appreciation, gratitude and thanks to Roger H. Rendleman for his 
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numerous contributions to Lee County and the state.  He will be missed both professionally 

and personally and the Commission extends its very best wishes for continued success in life 

and with his future endeavors.  

 

 

Animal Control Officer Lisa Wimberly made a presentation on Animal Control’s new 

website. The site can be accessed directly from the county’s website and contains information 

on the department including operating hours, address, and map. The site also allows citizens to 

file a report on missing pets and search the database on found pets in an effort to locate the lost 

animal. Found animals are uploaded to the site either same day or next business day. Contact 

information for the two agencies that house the county’s found animals is also available for 

those interested in adopting a pet, as well as information on spay and neuter programs and 

frequently asked questions. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee provided a status update on the transition to curbside 

trash collection. He stated that the vendor Arrow Disposal will begin getting carts to citizens 

next week that have been identified as needing them. Environmental Services Director John 

McDonald and his staff are working with software to determine the routing of the county’s 

trucks for the bulk pick up which residents can call to arrange for at no additional cost. Mr. 

Hardee stated there will be two bulk pickups per month, but if citizens need more than those 

two then there could be additional pick-ups for an additional fee. The curbside service is slated 

to start March 1; the department does expect given the size of the county that some citizens 

may be missed. They will be working closely with the vendor to address those issues and will 

also be placing signs at the dumpster sites for citizens to contact the Environmental Services 

Department if they have not received a cart but should have. Mr. Hardee stated that once the 

curbside service begins there will be an overlap between that service and the dumpster service 

for one month, following that month the county will begin phasing out the collection sites. The 

phase-out is estimated to last 3-4 months, allowing sufficient time for the bulk routes to be 

established and for any citizens that may have been missed to be identified. The department 

asks citizens for patience while the adjustment occurs and stated the vendor is experienced in  

providing this service to other counties in the state. Mr. Hardee stated the department will be 

working closely with all involved to address any citizen concerns. He said he believes this will 

be a system that will serve the county well as it does in the other counties that are using it.  He 

addressed Ms. Judy Lockhart who had a question regarding flyers that had been sent out and 

stated that if anyone had not received a flyer he would provide them one. Commissioner 

LaGrand asked how this contract would affect private vendors. Mr. Hardee stated it was his 

understanding the position of the Commission was that this was a system that Lee County was 

going to implement county-wide with Arrow Disposal, which was awarded the bid though a 

competitive bid process. He stated it was his understanding the county is not telling the private 

vendors they could not provide the service to citizens if the citizen wishes to continue to use 

them, but those customers will also be paying the county garbage fee.  Commissioner LaGrand 
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stated based on that then, this would not affect the private vendors. Mr. Hardee said he’s not 

sure how it would affect them, but the County is not telling them they cannot operate. The 

county is going to be providing a different system than the one previously provided. 

Commissioner LaGrand then asked if they could still keep operating with Mr. Hardee saying 

that it was his understanding they could still keep operating if they wish. Commissioner 

LaGrand asked if there was a way to extend the phase out of the dumpsters beyond the three 

months as he wasn’t sure that was enough of a transition time. Mr. Hardee stated that when this 

process began, they carefully looked at the transition and not affecting the cost to the citizens 

as well as carefully looking at expenses of one system versus another system.  He said that 

during the overlap the county will be essentially paying for two systems. At that time, he stated 

they felt 3-4 months could suffice, but if it had to be extended the costs would increase but he 

wasn’t sure what time frame Commissioner LaGrand was requesting. The financial 

consequences of any extension beyond that would need to be looked at.  Commissioner 

LaGrand said he wanted to give people enough time to adjust and adapt, feel it needs to be a 

minimum of 6-9 months. Mr. Hardee stated he would need to discuss with Mrs. Leverette and 

look at what would be involved and if the Commission would like to fund that then would try 

to find a way to do that. He stated he couldn’t say it was possible at this point, given the budget 

they are currently working with. He said the department is incurring a significant amount of 

overtime right now with the Covid pandemic and workload impacting the budget. He stated he 

would need to speak with Mrs. Leverette before coming back to the Commission with a 

recommendation on any adjustment that would need to be made to accomplish that request. 

Mrs. Leverette said they would look at costs and get back to the Commission as to a monthly 

cost and what taking additional months would cost to let the Commission decide what the 

budget could withstand.  Commissioner Ham asked Mr. Hardee to let the Commission know 

during those three months on what they are seeing and not put a hard date on the three-month 

timeframe if a longer adjustment is needed.  

 

 

Dr. Bill Hutto, Director of the Auburn University Regional Airport; City of Auburn 

Mayor Ron Anders; City of Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller and Cliff Knight, Chairman of the 

Board of Indian Pines Golf Course, made a presentation to the Commission seeking support for 

the airport’s runway safety project. Dr. Hutto stated that because of growth, the airport is 

needing to expand its northern safety area. The current safety area is 300 feet, but the FAA is 

requiring 1,000 feet by the standards of aircraft in use today. Dr. Hutto stated that if they are 

not able to extend the safety area, the airport would need to shorten its runway to under 5,000 

feet and would significantly impact airport users and its ability to serve the community. Mayor 

Fuller lauded the partnerships the cities and county have participated in over the last several 

years including the various projects at the airport. Mayor Anders then spoke on the specifics of 

the project, which would necessitate the purchase of land and the rebuilding of the Indian Pines 

Golf Course costing $6.8 million. Mayor Anders stated the FAA will provide $2.5 million, 

state and local match would be $278,000; Auburn University is contributing $470,000; AO 

Tourism $250,000; Indian Pines $500,000. Mayor Anders stated that left $2.8 million being 
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split among the three entities for a total of $934,000 each. He stated they have been talking to 

banks and are looking to amortize the amount over five years. He respectfully requested the 

Commission to join in funding the project that would benefit everyone in the community. 

Commissioner Cannon asked what the timeframe is for the project and the loan. Dr. Hutto 

stated that it would begin in fiscal year 2024 with the construction extended out to fiscal year 

2025. Mayor Anders stated that early discussions are for a five-year loan. Mr. Knight stated 

that Indian Pines is one of two public courses in area, has one course and has people from 

surrounding areas that utilize it. He said there were 42,000 complete rounds of golf played last 

year with a total of 63,000 rounds started. Commissioner Ham asked what the course does with 

its revenue. Mr. Knight stated the are now operating in the black which was not always the 

case. He also stated they have been saving any additional revenue for the last few years in 

anticipation of this project and contributing to it. Commissioner Ham said the Commission 

would need to discuss and speak to Mrs. Leverette to find out what is available and how the 

Commission would be able to assist.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 

January 18 meeting. Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Judge English stated the commission approved claiming the default 

$10 million revenue loss at the last meeting, but Mrs. Leverette needs that in the form of a 

resolution, so there is a resolution in the packet that needs to be approved. Commissioner Ham 

asked if the resolution was not adopted at the last meeting; Judge English stated it wasn’t 

adopted as a resolution, but a motion to support the agreement. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Ham to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Commissioner Long and 

passed unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION FOR TREATMENT OF THE STANDARD ALLOWANCE FOR 

REVENUE REPLACEMENT FROM THE COUNTY’S 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS 

WHEREAS Lee County, Alabama (the "County") has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

administered in accordance with state and federal law; and   

  WHEREAS, under the Final Rule published by the United States Department of 

Treasury (“Treasury”) dated January 6, 2022, the County has the option either to elect a 

standard allowance of $10,000,000 to be categorized as revenue replacement funds, or to 

perform calculations of revenue loss as provided in the Final Rule; and 
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WHEREAS, the Final Rule provides that the election is a one-time, irrevocable 

election that must be made for the period of performance of the ARPA funds award; and  

  WHEREAS, the election must be made in the next Project and Expenditure Report, 

which is due on January 31, 2022; and 

  WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (the “Commission”) has determined that it 

would be appropriate to delegate the determination and election to its Chairman. 

   

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows:   

The Chairman of the Commission is hereby authorized to make a determination as to whether 

or not to utilize the standard allowance for the purposes of calculating revenue loss for the 

County and shall direct the County’s authorized reporting representative for ARPA funds to 

make a corresponding election in conjunction with the filing of the County’s ARPA Project 

and Expenditure Report on or before January 31, 2022.  

 

  Under new business, Mrs. Leverette presented a retiree in service request. She 

explained that a retiree can come back 30 days or more after leaving county employment to 

provide technical aid and support as needed to help an individual or department. Mrs. Leverette 

stated she had asked Mr. Rendleman to come back and assist her as they did not have time to 

work together before he retired. She said Mr. Rendleman had agreed to assist and she is 

seeking Commission approval to do so. Judge English stated other retirees have done this 

including Bobby Armstrong, former chief appraiser and Tim Parson, former IT director. He 

stated there are some limits including a salary cap. Commissioner Long made the motion 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the request; the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented the results of the crack sealing bid for work that will be 

performed on Lee Road 240 from AL Hwy 169 to the Russell County line. The bid will cover a 

total of approximately 24.7 lane miles. Mr. Hardee stated that four bids were received with the 

low bid from Gordon Company in Thomasville, NC, for $152,607. There was only one in-state 

vendor, and they were the highest at $189,630.  Mr. Hardee stated the work will take place in 

Districts 3, 4, and 5. Commissioner Long asked about start date with Mr. Hardee responding 

that since crack sealing depends on temperature, he would notify the Commission of a definite 

start date after consulting with contractor and looking at the temperatures. He stated the 

contract is for 45 working days with the road remaining open during that time as this is a 

heavily travelled roadway.  Commissioner Ham asked if there was any resurfacing that is also 

being looked at for this roadway. Mr. Hardee stated that in the coming years the department is 

looking at placing an overlay through the Columbus-Phenix City MPO for a portion of Lee 

Road 240 and local funds for the rest of it.  Commissioner Long asked if it was possible to 

work on one end, then come back and work on the other end to help with traffic. Mr. Hardee 

stated he would need to talk to the contractor as he wasn’t sure if there was a set way they 

intend to do it and could talk to them to see if they could be flexible.  Commissioner Ham 
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asked for the Highway Department to notify citizens with signage once a start date is known. 

Commissioner Long made the motion to approve with Commissioner Ham seconding and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented for final plat approval the Hawks Landing Subdivision, Phase 2. 

Mr. Hardee said the subdivision is located in District 1 off Lee Road 76. He said there are no 

roads, streets or infrastructure being put in as part of the subdivision, as it is using existing 

county road frontage as lots are created. The developer’s plat meets the access management 

requirements in Lee County’s Subdivision Regulations. Mr. Hardee said the subdivision is 

utilizing shared driveways for some lots along with existing road frontage for other lots; shared 

driveways do have restrictions that are spelled out on the plat. He said, in accordance with 

county policy, letters went out to adjacent property owners. Bill Lacey, an adjacent property 

owner, discussed with the Commission his concern on the significant traffic increase along the 

road. He asked for speed limit signs and/or speed breakers to be placed and dust issues to be 

addressed.  Mr. Hardee stated that traffic counters could be placed to examine both the speed 

and volume to see if any measures do need to be taken to address any potential situation.  

Judge English asked what lots would access Lee Road 76; Mr. Hardee stated that lots 4, 3A 

and 3B would access Lee Road 76 directly, with lots 5 and 6 sharing a driveway; lots 1A and 7 

sharing another driveway; and that lot 2 is a flag lot that also accesses Lee Road 76.  Barrett 

Kerns, another adjacent property owner, asked the Commission if the portion of some other 

lots located in Tallapoosa County would be annexed into Lee County or if the City of Auburn 

would annex it. Mr. Hardee stated the county lines would not change and he could not address 

any plans that the City of Auburn might have in the future.  Judge English stated citizens have 

to ask the city for annexation; that is not something that can be done against their wishes.  

Commissioner Cannon moved for approval with Commissioner Long seconding. The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented the results of bid #2022-03 for Toughbooks for the patrol 

vehicles. These mobile laptops are used to access law enforcement sensitive databases in 

regard to their daily operations. He stated bids were submitted for additional units to several 

companies and they received one bid from Columbus Mobile Communications in Columbus, 

Ga., for 10 or more Panasonic laptops or equivalent. The bid was for $30,500 and does meet 

the specifications put forth and are the same price as last year. Commissioner Long moved for 

approval of the bid that was seconded by Commissioner Ham. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones also stated that a second bid for Watchguard Camera Systems received no 

bids, so that will be rebid at a later date. 
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  Sheriff Jones asked to remove the alcohol license application for Poco Locos from the 

agenda as it was located in the city limits of Smiths Station.  He then presented the alcohol 

license for Annillos Pizzeria, located in District 3 northwest of Hwy 280/431.  Commissioner 

Long moved for approval with Commissioner Ham seconding. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

   

  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail wine license for Annillos Pizzeria located at 15405 U.S. Highway 280 East, Smiths 

Station, AL.    

 

 

At approximately 6:15 p.m., Judge English announced the Commission needed to 

adjourn into Executive Session on a matter of potential litigation.  Judge English stated the 

following needed to attend:   County Attorney Stan Martin, Chief Administrative Officer Holly 

Leverette, and County Engineer Justin Hardee.  Judge English said the session is estimated to 

last approximately 15-20 minutes and no formal action is anticipated at the conclusion.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion for the Commission to go into executive session, 

seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  

 

Upon conclusion of the executive session, at approximately 6:40 p.m., Commissioner 

Ham made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and 

carried unanimously.  
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At the beginning of the meeting, newly appointed Commissioner Ross Morris was 

sworn-in by Judge English, with his wife Melissa holding their family bible.   Commissioner 

Morris was appointed February 11, 2022 by Governor Ivey to replace Sarah Brown.   

 

The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, February 14, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Judge 

English.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller and Sheriff Jay Jones.  

News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn 

News reporter Tim Nail.    

 

 

Judge English recognized five Beauregard High School FFA members who were in 

attendance in recognition of National FFA Week.  They include:  Braxton Hughes, Caroline 

Jernigan, Kinslee Morris, Jewel Thompson, Victoria Thompson and FFA Advisor Whitney 

Dyess.  FFA member Caroline Jernigan read the following Proclamation.   

       
WHEREAS, FFA and agricultural education provide a strong foundation for the youth 

of America and the future of food, fiber, and natural resources systems; and 

WHEREAS, FFA promotes premier leadership, personal growth, and career success 

among its members; and 

WHEREAS, agricultural education and FFA ensure a steady supply of young 

professionals to meet the growing needs in the science, business, and technology of agriculture; 

and   

WHEREAS, the FFA motto – “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, 

Living to Serve” - gives direction and purpose to these students who take an active role in 

succeeding in agricultural education; and 

WHEREAS, FFA promotes citizenship, volunteerism patriotism and cooperation. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Lee County Commission designates the week of February 

19-26, 2022, as National FFA Week.   

 

 

Next, EMA Director Rita Smith discussed upcoming plans for the 3-year anniversary of 

the tornadoes that hit Lee County on March 3, 2019.  Ms. Smith said the event begins at 2:03 

p.m. at the Smiths Station Government Center hosted by Mayor Copeland.  Next, events move 

to Providence Baptist Church at 5:00 p.m. with a picnic for responders and survivors, then 

followed at 7:00 p.m. with a Memorial Service.  Ms. Smith said she was appreciative of Pastor 

Rusty Sowell and Providence Baptist Church for providing the location, and the food for the 

picnic.  Ms. Smith extended an invitation to the Commission and all in attendance.     
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Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 

January 31 meeting.  Announcement of an upcoming vacancy on the Beulah Utilities District 

was made.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Commissioner LaGrand presented an Agreement between Lee 

County and the Town of Loachapoka for recreation purposes.  Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion authorizing the Chairman to sign the agreement with the Town of Loachapoka.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.   

   

  AGREEMENT BETWEEN LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA  

  AND THE TOWN OF LOACHAPOKA, ALABAMA    

 WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama, hereinafter County, is a political subdivision of the 

State of Alabama, and the Town of Loachapoka, Alabama, hereinafter Town, is a municipal 

corporation organized under the laws of Alabama and is located in Lee County, Alabama, and;  

WHEREAS, County desires to assist Town with recreational opportunities with funds 

available through the Lee County Recreation Fund, and;  

WHEREAS, Town wishes to provide these recreational opportunities at a location on 

Alabama Highway 14, being the former location of the Loachapoka Community Center, 

consisting of 4.3 acres, more or less, and already having a walking trail, and; 

WHEREAS, County and Town have agreed to this general framework for the 

development of a recreation park at this location.  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above and the terms set forth below, 

County and Town agree as follows: 

1. Town states and represents that it is the lawful owner of the said 4.3 acres, more or        

less, on Alabama Highway 14 where the Loachapoka Community Center was 

previously located, hereinafter referred to as the location.  

2. Town states and represents it has the legal authority to enter into this Agreement 

with County, as evidenced by a Resolution of the Loachapoka Town Council dated 

February 7, 2022, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, and that Mayor 

Ricky Holder is authorized on behalf of Town to execute this Agreement.  

3. County states and represents that is has the legal authority to enter into this 

Agreement with Town, as evidenced by a Resolution of the County Commission 

dated February 14, 2022, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, and that 

Bill English, Chairman of the Lee County Commission, is authorized on behalf of 

County to execute this Agreement.     

4. The location shall be open to any and all residents of Lee County, Alabama.  

5. County will provide funding, assistance, maintenance, and improvements to the 

existing walking trail at the location in a manner to be mutually agreed upon by 

County and Town. 
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6. County will provide funding and assistance, as well as develop and maintain other 

areas of the location, including a playground area with appropriate playground 

equipment and a pavilion, in a manner and at places to be mutually agreed upon by 

County and Town.  

7. The funds needed for the walking trail, the playground area and equipment, the 

pavilion, and anything else agreed upon by County and Town for the development 

of the location shall be from the Lee County Recreation Fund.  County shall be 

responsible for handling the payment of the expenses necessary for these items 

through the Lee County Recreation Fund. 

8. Town shall provide the County an insurance policy with a minimum of One Million 

Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in general liability coverage and Twenty-Five Thousand 

Dollars ($25,000.00) in medical payments coverage for the location.  Town shall 

also have County added as an additional named insured under said policy of 

insurance and provide written certification from the insurance carrier to the County 

in this regard. 

9. Town agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the County, the Lee County 

Commission, Lee County Commissioners, Lee County Recreation Board, members 

of the Lee County Recreation Board, their agents, servants, employees, and 

representatives from any and all claims resulting from any injuries, including death, 

and losses, damages, and expenses of any sort, including, but not limited to, the 

general public, which may arise or may be alleged to have arisen out of or in 

connection with any use or activity at this location or anything relating to or 

connected with this Agreement.  This indemnification provision shall be broadly 

interpreted in favor of the County and those identified above; however, this 

indemnification provision does not apply to private contractors awarded Contracts 

for County work. 

10. County shall not provide any employees or staff to operate the location. 

11. County shall have the sole authority to terminate this Agreement by giving Town 

thirty (30) days written notice that County intends to terminate the Agreement.  The 

written notice shall be sent by certified mail to Post Office Box 10, Loachapoka, 

Alabama 36869.   

12. Town shall report to County on an annual basis on the first meeting of the Lee 

County Commission each year on the activities and overall development and 

operation of the location.   

This Agreement made and entered into on this 14th day of February 2022.    

 

 

Judge English recognized Mayor Fuller and Airport Director Bill Hutto who were in 

attendance to discuss funding for the Airport Runway Safety Zone as presented at the last 

meeting.  Mayor Fuller thanked the Commission for agreeing to participate in funding the 

project, saying he and Mayor Anders need to know the county’s financial commitment before 

taking their own requests to their respective city councils.  Commissioner Cannon questioned 
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when they anticipate getting bids back on the project for the exact cost of the project.  Mayor 

Fuller said the bid will take place sometime this year.    Commissioner Ham asked for the 

breakdown of the participating parties and their commitment for the project as previously 

presented.  Judge English said the project totals $6.8 million, with FAA providing $2.5 million, 

a state and local match of $278,000; Auburn University $470,000; AO Tourism $250,000; 

Indian Pines $500,000.  Mayor Fuller stated that left $2.8 million to be split among the three 

entities for a total of $934,000 each.  After more discussion, Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to commit $500,000 to the Airport Runway Safety 

Zone project.  The motion carried unanimously.   Judge English pointed out that the county’s 

contribution would be paid to the City of Auburn and/or the City of Opelika annually over a 

period of five years.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he would like to look back at this once the 

bid is received.  Commissioner Cannon stated he would like to revisit it in October during 

budget work sessions and Commissioner Ham agreed.       

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette made a request to add her as a signature 

authority on all bank accounts held by Lee County.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize the addition of Chief Administrative Officer 

Holly Leverette on all bank accounts held by Lee County Commission and remove Roger 

Rendleman.  The motion carried unanimously.   

  

 

Probate Judge Bill English presented a request to amend the job description of the 

election manager position, which is a budgeted position in his department.  Judge English 

stated there is no change in the pay range, but the update is to make the position more 

functional for his office.  Judge English stated the job description may contain minor 

adjustments once it is reviewed by the Human Resources Department.  Commissioner Long 

questioned if it is a full-time position.  Judge English answered in the affirmative.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion authorizing the amendment of the election manager 

position in the Probate Office after review by the Human Resources Department.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.     

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented information regarding Senate Bill 157.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the bill proposes to increase the legal weight limit for log trucks on roadways in 

Alabama.  Mr. Hardee stated the bill was introduced and quickly voted out of the Senate 

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Committee last Wednesday, without first being 

discussed with ALDOT or the ACCA in regard to its impact on those who maintain the 

majority of the roadways affected by this legislation.  Mr. Hardee explained that the way this 

bill is written, it would allow an increase in the overall weight of a loaded log truck.  It would 

go from 88,000 pounds to a maximum of 99,440 pounds with the proper number of axles.  Mr. 

Hardee stated more concerning is it would do away with current axle spacing requirements that 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 

 

 

 

5 

help distribute the load to maximize the damaging impact.  Mr. Hardee stated that when they 

reached out to NCAT and asked them to help quantify the increase in damage, they said that 

100 trucks at the new axle weight would be the equivalent to 187 trucks at the existing axle 

weight, thereby causing nearly double the damage to our county roads.  Mr. Hardee said if 

passed, the county would also have to evaluate our bridge inventory and see which bridges will 

have to be posted because they cannot carry this proposed type of load.  Mr. Hardee presented 

the following Resolution in opposition of SB 157 for Commission consideration.   

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the 

following Resolution in opposition to SB 157.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

    RESOLUTION   

WHEREAS, the Lee County, Alabama, County Commission stands in opposition to 

any statewide policies or procedures that upon implementation will detrimentally impact the 

integrity and lifespan of the county road and bridge system; and  

WHEREAS, it is a well-known fact that any detriment to the county road and bridge 

system not only increases the financial burden on the local taxpayers who fund the system but 

also endangers the safety of the citizens who daily depend on the system; and  

WHEREAS, the provision of Senate Bill 157, proposed for consideration before the 

Alabama Legislature during the 2022 Regular Session, will undoubtedly cause significant 

damage to county roads and bridges by removing the existing weight restrictions recommended 

by engineering professionals nationwide to allow for logging trucks to transport increased 

weight of almost 100,000 pounds per trip on public roads and bridges; and      

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 157 specifically proposes to increase the allowable gross 

weight and axle weight for certain five-axle and six-axle logging trucks by 10 percent, and 

increase that is seemingly modest at face value but that, in the reality of physics, is much more 

significant and ultimately doubles the impact to transportation infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the county road and bridge system was largely underfunded and 

subsequently undermaintained for nearly 30 years and is now undergoing significant repair 

thanks to the Alabama Legislature’s recognition in 2019 of the dire state of county roads and 

bridges; and  

WHEREAS, the impacts of Senate Bill 157 will not only negate the strides made by 

the Alabama Legislature in 2019 to stabilize long-awaited funding for county roads and bridges 

but also jeopardize tens of millions of dollars in federal funding provided to the State of 

Alabama each year for the statewide adherence to federal weight restriction guidelines; and  

WHEREAS, the proposals under Senate Bill 157 are clearly harmful to our county 

road and bridge system, dangerous and costly to our citizens, and contrary to sound public 

policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it 

expresses its staunch opposition to the provisions and intent of Senate Bill 157 and any other 

legislation or policy modeled similarly.  

Mr. Hardee presented a request for a speed limit reduction on Lee Road 370 located in 

District 4 near Lake Harding.  Mr. Hardee stated a citizen approached the Highway 
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Department about decreasing the speed limit on the road.  Mr. Hardee stated Lee Road 370 is a 

paved road that is 1.02 miles in length of which the first 0.762 miles measured from Lee Road 

380 is 20 feet wide, and the last 0.258 miles is approximately 12 feet wide with two-way 

traffic.  Mr. Hardee stated there are seven horizontal curves within the first 0.762 miles and 

four of those horizontal curves have a recommended advisory speed of 20 mph.  Mr. Hardee 

said due to the curvature of the road, the Highway Department recommends that the speed 

limit be reduced from 45 mph to 20 mph for Lee Road 370 along the first 0.762 miles 

measured from Lee Road 380.  The Highway Department recommends on the last 0.258 miles 

of roadway to reduce the speed limit from 45 mph to 10 mph because of the narrowness of the 

road with two-way traffic.  The Highway Department recommends these as reasonable and 

safe maximum speed limits.  Commissioner Ham stated that a person can only go 10 mph in 

the blind curve.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to 

reduce the speed limits as recommended by County Engineer Justin Hardee.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

   

 

Sheriff Jones presented the results of Bid#2022-04 for uniform dry cleaning.  Sheriff 

Jones said only one response was returned out of three mailed.  Sheriff Jones recommended the 

Commission approve the lone bid received from Downtown Cleaners who also has the current 

bid, and said they are doing a great job.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to award Bid#2022-04 to Downtown Cleaners for uniform dry cleaning 

for the Sheriff’s Office.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

 

Sheriff Jones presented an alcohol license for Backwaters Restaurant and Convenience 

Store, located in District 4 at the north end of Long Bridge.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the following Resolution.  The motion 

carried unanimously.    

 

  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine license for Backwaters Restaurant and Convenience Store located at 9883 Lee 

Road 379, Valley, Alabama. 

 

Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 5:45 p.m. to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and the motion carried unanimously.  Judge English 

wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, February 28, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge 

Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert 

Ham and Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Commissioner Long.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Smiths Station Mayor Bubba 

Copeland, Sheriff Jay Jones, and Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News media in 

attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter Tim 

Nail, WRBL reporter Elizabeth White and WTVM reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald gave an update on the curbside 

collection service.  Mr. McDonald said curbside collection services will begin tomorrow 

March 1.  Mr. McDonald stated by the end of today over 18,000 carts will have been delivered 

to the unincorporated areas of Lee County.  Mr. McDonald said Arrow Disposal has worked 

diligently in delivery of the carts.  Further, he stated that they will run cart collection a few 

weeks before phasing in county bulk routes and phasing out the dumpster sites.  Also, 

notifications will go out concerning the closures.  Mr. McDonald said the site on US 280E will 

close by March 15 at the request of the landowner, due to other construction.  Mr. McDonald 

stated the next closest site to the location is approximately nine miles.  Judge English 

questioned if the landowner is building something at that location.  Mr. McDonald said a 

communications tower is being installed there. Mr. McDonald wished to commend all the 

employees in his department due to the increased workload at the collection sites.  Mr. 

McDonald said he would like to thank them and employees from other departments that have 

stepped up to assist Environmental Services, saying they have done a fantastic job.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 

February 14 meeting.  First reading of Kimberly Deal Johns to the Cemetery Preservation 

Commission was made.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Ham to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Daniel Sexton asked for Commission consideration to establish the Smiths Station Fire 

Protection District.  Mr. Sexton the need is due to funding and staffing issues and the 

suspension of the ambulance service.  Additionally, he said the nationwide pandemic has 

caused ambulance personnel shortages.   Mr. Sexton pointed out that the fire fees were set at 

$50 back in 2012 and have not kept up with inflation.  Mr. Sexton said area residents are 

concerned with the loss of the ambulance service especially in a dire emergency where seconds 

count.  The current wait time for an ambulance dispatched from Opelika is approximately 20-

30 minutes or longer if one is not available. Mr. Sexton said the only action needed by the 
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Commission is a Resolution approving the Fire Protection District.  Commissioner Ham said 

he commended the improved relationship with EAMC and their ability to work together; but 

agreed ambulance service is needed in that area.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he is 

supportive of it too.  Commissioner Long stated since he is a Smiths Station Fire & Rescue 

board member he could not participate in the discussion or vote on the matter.  Commissioner 

Cannon asked the advice of County Attorney Stan Martin.  Mr. Martin said he received the 

information prior to the meeting, so he would like time to look at the documents and to get 

clarification on a few items from Mr. Sexton.  Judge English questioned the additional fire fee 

amount and how it will be collected.  Mr. Sexton stated the Fire Protection District Board of 

Directors would establish the fee and it would be similar to how it is done in Beulah.  Mr. 

Sexton stated they have talked to the Smiths Station Water and Sewer to see if the fee can be 

included on the water bill.  Mr. Sexton said the total of $125 is $50 from the county fee and an 

additional $75 fee established by the Board.  Mr. Sexton said the agreement will be finalized 

once the Commission approves their part.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the following Resolution for the Smiths Station Fire 

Protection District conditional on approval of County Attorney Stan Martin.  The motion 

carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Long abstaining.      

 

     RESOLUTION   

 

WHEREAS, Felton Adkinson, Earline Morris, Joseph Walden, Daniel Sexton, Dwight 

Christopher, Clinton Knox, Billy Jones, and Ronald Cecil Martin (hereinafter the “Applicants”, 

all duly qualified electors of Lee County, Alabama) have made application (hereinafter the 

“Application”) to the Lee County Commission of Lee County, Alabama for permission to 

incorporate a fire protection district under the authority granted by the Code of Alabama, 1975, 

Section 11-89-1, et. seq.; and  

WHEREAS, the County Commission has reviewed the contents of the Application and 

has found and determined as a matter of fact that it is wise, expedient, and necessary that the 

proposed fire protection district be formed.  

WHEREAS, the City of Smiths Station, Alabama has previously adopted an 

authorizing Resolution approving an identical Application and has found and determined as a 

matter of fact that it is wise, expedient, and necessary that the proposed fire protection district 

be formed.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION 

OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA that the Application be, and the same hereby is approved. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama 

that the said Applicants are authorized to proceed to form the proposed Smiths Station Fire 

Protection District by the filing for record of a certificate of incorporation in accordance with 

the provisions of Section 11-89-4 Code of Alabama (1975).  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama 

that the said Application be spread upon or otherwise made a part of the minutes of the Lee 

County Commission meeting held on February 28, 2022.     
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ADOPTED in Regular Meeting on February 28, 2022.   

 

Application to Establish the 

Smiths Station Fire Protection District 

 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue was incorporated in the State of Alabama, County 

of Lee County as The Friendship Firefighters Association on September 29, 1966; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue was originally organized in the State of Alabama, 

County of Lee County, as a 501(c)4 non-profit social welfare organization for the purpose of 

providing Volunteer Fire & Rescue services to the community; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the Lee County 

Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the City 

Council of the City of Smiths Station; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the Alabama 

State Fire Marshal; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the Lee County 

911 Emergency Communications District; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the Alabama 

Forestry Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is a Fire Department recognized by the Alabama 

Fire College & Personnel Standards and Education Commission, which was established by the 

Code of Alabama 1975 § 36-32-2; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue services a response area in south east Lee County 

and the boundaries of the response area were originally defined by the Lee County 

Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue response boundaries include the entirety of the 

City of Smith Station; and, 

WHEREAS, a concise legal description of the Smiths Station Fire & Rescue response area has 

been prepared by a engineer licensed in the State of Alabama and is attached to this application 

as exhibit 99, as required by the Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3 (a)(2)(i); and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue provides fire protection and rescue services 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year inside the boundaries of its response area; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is the primary first responding agency to Fire & 

Rescue calls inside its response area; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue provides automatic mutual aid for structure fires to 

3 other fire departments in Lee County; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue provides mutual aid for fire & rescue calls to all 

other fire departments in Lee County when requested; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue provided mutual aid ambulance services and 

transport to all of Lee & Russell Counties when requested; and, 
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WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is dispatched by the E911 PSAP located at the Lee 

County Sheriff’s office; and, 

WHEREAS, the population of Lee County was 49,754 in 1960 and is estimated to be 164,542 

as of 2019 an increase of 331%; and, 

WHEREAS, the population of the Smiths Station Fire response area is estimated to have been 

approximately 11,480 in 1964 and 39,000 as of 2022; and, 

WHEREAS, the Lee County GIS department lists 14,086 addresses in the Smiths Station Fire 

& Rescue response area; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Smiths Station was incorporated on June 22, 2001; and, 

WHEREAS, the estimated population of the City of Smiths Station is 5,391 as of 2019; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue answered approximately 25 calls for service per 

year in the 1960’s; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue answered 2,899 calls for service in 2020; and,  

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue has grown from a small organization with a single 

station and fire engine to a large organization with 20+ volunteers, 6 Stations, 6 Engines, 1 

Ladder Truck, 3 Brush Trucks, 1 Ambulance, and 3 quick response SUVs; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue is currently funded by a Fire Fee assessed by the 

Lee County Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, the amount of this fire fee was set by a vote of the citizens within the Smiths 

Station Fire & Rescue response area in 2012; and, 

WHEREAS, approximately 80% of the voters inside the Smiths Station Fire & Rescue 

response area voted to approve this fire fee in 2012; and, 

WHEREAS, the cost of everything from electricity, to fuel, to vehicle maintenance, to Fire 

Engines & Medical Supplies and Turn Out Gear has increased substantially since 2012; and, 

WHEREAS, the US Bureau of Labor Statics estimates that inflation has increased 14% since 

2012; and, 

WHEREAS, inflation as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic has caused prices to rise at an even 

faster rate; and, 

WHEREAS, the current fire fee does not include any provisions for increase; and, 

WHEREAS, the current fire fee is not permanent funding, and is set to expire in 2037; and, 

WHEREAS, the increased growth of the Smiths Station area has driven demand from the 

citizens within the Smiths Station Fire & Rescue response area for more and quicker responses 

as well as expanded services that typically are provided by larger “paid city” Fire Departments; 

and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue has used the current fire fee to build or rebuild 3 

stations, purchase a ladder truck and 3 fire engines; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue has a 1991 E-One fire engine that is beyond repair 

and urgently needs to be replaced; and, 

WHEREAS, failure to replace this 1991 E-One fire engine will have a detrimental effect on 

the ISO rating of Smiths Station Fire & Rescue as well as the insurance premiums of the 

citizens within the response area; and, 
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WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue wishes to continue to modernize, grow, and to 

provide “city” level fire and rescue services to the citizens in the response area; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue wishes to become a “combination department” and 

have both paid firefighters and volunteer firefighters to insure availability as well as adequate 

and fast response at all times of the day and night; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue wishes to provide any paid firefighters and 

ambulance personnel with standard benefits such as a competitive salary, state retirement, and 

state health insurance; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue wishes to make substantial capital investments in 

both equipment, training, and facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, the current fire fee does not provide adequate funding for personnel or additional 

equipment, training, or facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, other fire departments in our area and within the State of Alabama are organized 

as Fire Protection Districts under the Code of Alabama § 11-89-1 et sq.; and, 

WHEREAS, without additional funding Smiths Station Fire and Rescue will likely be forced 

to further reduce or eliminate services to remain solvent; and, 

WHEREAS, any reduction or elimination of services would have extreme and lasting 

detrimental affects to both life and property within the response area; and,  

WHEREAS, the current fire is not equitably applied, and does not distinguish between a 

single-family residence and an multifamily dwelling units, which results in an unfair and 

disproportionate fee system; and, 

WHEREAS, the current fire is not equitably applied, and does not distinguish between a 

single-family residence and a commercial structure, which results in an unfair and 

disproportionate fee system; and, 

WHEREAS, Smiths Station Fire & Rescue wishes to equitably charge proportionally higher 

rates for multi-family dwelling units and commercial structures, than it charges for single 

family residential structures; and, 

WHEREAS, the Code of Alabama 1975 Chapter 11 Section 89 provides for the establishment 

of Fire Protection Districts; and, 

WHEREAS, the Code of Alabama § 11-89-3(a) states: In order to incorporate a district under 

this chapter, any number of natural persons, not less than three, shall first file an identical 

written application with the governing body of each county and municipality located in whole 

or in part within the boundaries of the area or areas to be served by the proposed district; and,  

WHEREAS, an identical copy of this application and all attachments has been or will be filed 

with both the City of Smiths Station and the Lee County Commission as required by the Code 

of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3 (a); and, 

WHEREAS, the Code of Alabama § 11-89-9 (a) states: The district shall have the following 

powers, together with all powers incidental thereto or necessary to the discharge thereof in 

corporate form: (10) To furnish and provide fire protection service in the service area or in any 

part thereof or to or on behalf of one or more counties, municipalities, or other public 

corporations upon such reasonable terms and for such reasonable rates and consideration as the 

board may prescribe; and, 
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WHEREAS, the Code of Alabama § 11-89-9 (a) states: The district shall have the following 

powers, together with all powers incidental thereto or necessary to the discharge thereof in 

corporate form: (24) To fix and revise from time to time reasonable rates, fees, and other 

charges for water service, sewer service, fire protection service, or any thereof, furnished or to 

be furnished by any water system, sewer system, or fire protection facility, or portion of any 

thereof, owned or operated by the district, and to collect all charges made by it; and, 

WHEREAS, the Code of Alabama § 11-89-12 gives Fire Protection Districts the powers to: 

Establish and revise 

rates, fees, and charges for services rendered by district. And further states: 

Rates, fees, and charges for fire protection service rendered by the district from any of 

its fire protection facilities shall be so fixed and from time to time revised as at all times to 

provide funds at least sufficient to: 

(1) Pay the cost of operating, maintaining, repairing, replacing, extending, and improving the 

systems and facilities or either from which such services are rendered; 

(2) Pay the principal of and the interest on all bonds issued and obligations assumed by the 

district that are payable out of the revenues derived from operation of those systems and 

facilities as the said principal and interest become due and payable; 

(3) Create and maintain such reserve for the foregoing purposes or any of them as may be 

provided in any mortgage and deed of trust or trust indenture executed by the district under this 

chapter or in any resolutions of the board authorizing the issuance of bonds, the assumption of 

any obligation or the acquisition of any such system or facility; and 

(4) Make such annual payments, if any, to the United States of America or any agency or 

instrumentality thereof, the state, municipalities, counties, departments, authorities, agencies. 

and political subdivisions of the state and any public corporations organized under the laws of 

the state as the district may have contracted to make; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors for Smiths Station Fire & Rescue met in at the regular 

meeting in March 23, 2021 and with a proper quorum present, unanimously voted in favor of 

establishing a Fire Protection District; and, 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3 (5) that each of the 

undersigned applicants is a duly qualified elector of the county of which such application is 

filed. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Directors and the undersigned 

hereby submit this document to serve as a written application to the Lee County Commission 

and the City of Smiths Station to create/establish the Smiths Station Fire Protection District as 

required by the Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3 (a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the current entity now known as Smiths Station Fire & 

Rescue along with all of its assets, accounts, real estate, personal property, and debts a shall be 

merged with and into the new Smiths Station Fire Protection District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Smiths Station Fire Protection District shall operate 

as Smiths Station Fire & Rescue. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance the Code of Alabama § 11-89-3 (1); that the 

purpose of the Smiths Station Fire Protection District shall be to provide fire protection 

service(s) within the boundaries of the response district herein described and under mutual aid 

agreements with other departments. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with the Code of Alabama § 11-89-3 (2)(i), 

that the legal boundaries of Smiths Station Fire Protection District shall be the same as those 

currently defined for Smiths Station Fire & Rescue and that a concise legal description of those 

boundaries is attached to this document. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with the Code of Alabama § 11-89-3 (3) 

Code of Alabama, that the Board of Directors for the Smiths Station Fire Protection District 

will be made up of 5 Members, each serving 4-year terms. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with the Code of Alabama § 11-89-6: 

 

• The terms of the Board Members shall be staggered in a 2-2-1 format   

• The Lee County Commission shall appoint place 1-4 using the following 

method: 

o Board Member places 1-2 shall be nominated by District 3 

Commissioner 

o Board Member place 3 shall be nominated by District 4 Commissioner 

o Board Member place 4 shall be nominated by District 5 Commissioner 

o All Nominees shall be confirmed by a vote of the County Commission 

as a whole 

• The City of Smiths Station shall appoint place 5 using the following method: 

o Board Member place 5 shall be nominated by the Mayor 

o Nominee shall be confirmed by a vote of the City Council as a whole 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the proposed initial board members shall be: 

Place 1: Felton Adkinson – 2 years 

Place 2: Walter Cox – 4 years 

Place 3: Todd Boatner - 3 years 

Place 4: Joe Walden – 3 years 

Place 5: Cecil Martin - 2 years 

Should any position become vacated before the end of the term a successor shall be 

appointed to complete that term. 

The board of directors shall have the authority to elect officers such as Chairman, Vice 

Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary, as well as any other officers as the board feels 

necessary. 

Unless otherwise specified by the laws of the State of Alabama all votes by the Board 

of Directors shall require a simple majority and each Director shall have one (1) vote. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with the Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3(4), 

The location of the principal office of the Smiths Station Fire Protection District shall be 50 

Lee Rd 430, Smiths Station, AL 36877 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in accordance with the Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-3 (6) 

the undersigned request that the Lee County Commission and the City of Smiths Station adopt 

a resolution declaring that it is wise, expedient, and necessary that the proposed district be 

formed and authorizing the applicants to proceed to form the proposed district by the filing for 

record of a certificate of incorporation in accordance with the provisions of Section §11-89-4. 

 

 

Commissioner Ham said it is time for the one-year performance evaluation of EMA 

Director Rita Smith.   Commissioner Ham said Ms. Smith is doing a great job.  Commissioner 

Ham asked Ms. Smith to give an overview of the last year.  Ms. Smith stated the biggest goal is 

the new EMA building after delays and issues but hopes to occupy it soon.  Ms. Smith said 

over the past year they have continued with COVID testing sites including setting them up and 

then tearing them down; keeping up with grant requirements; provided technical assistance to 

Randolph County, Geneva County and Pike County for the Individual Storm Shelter grant 

process; served on the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers Legislative Committee;  

developed the Lee County Crisis Communication team and exercised the capabilities of this 

new tool; instructor for the Basic Public Information Officer course; maintained Certified 

Level Emergency Manager certification which provides an additional $12,000 annually to Lee 

County; co-instructed G402 course in Elmore County; worked with film production crew on  a 

tornado documentary; hosted program at the Courthouse Square on the 2nd year anniversary of 

the tornadoes that impacted the Smiths Station and Beauregard community; secured $130,000 

in outside contributions for the EMA Building project; and rebranding of agency to maintain 

the expectations of the citizens and County Commissioners.  Commissioner Ham said he 

supports a merit raise for Ms. Smith.  Commissioner Cannon thanked Ms. Smith and her staff 

for the job they perform.  Commissioner LaGrand said it is hard to believe the three-year 

anniversary of the tornadoes is upcoming.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to give her a 

5% merit increase.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon for discussion.  

Commissioner Long stated he is not taking anything from Ms. Smith, but this is one year after 

coming off probation and receiving a significant raise then.  Ms. Smith stated it is her annual 

evaluation, she is one of three employees that are evaluated by the Commission.  

Commissioner Long suggested looking at all department heads and to support them in the same 

manner.  Commissioner Ham again supported a 5% increase for Ms. Smith now and to look at 

the other department heads at the next meeting.  Commissioner Long asked the Commission to 

table the action until the next meeting. Commissioner Ham disagreed stating Ms. Smith’s 

evaluation is due today, then at the next meeting take a look at the other departments.  Judge 

English pointed out that the only three employees that are evaluated by the Commission are the 

Administrator, the Engineer, and the EMA Director.  The other department heads are evaluated 

by their appointing authorities.  Judge English called for a vote on the motion and the motion 

passed on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Long voting “No”.   
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Judge English presented the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2022-2023 

and stated there are no changes in the county fees, since currently most are at the maximum 

rate.  Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution to set the 

Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2022-2023.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the County license levies for 

the sale of liquor, beer and wine for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2022, to be set in the 

following amounts:  

010 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I    $150.00 

011 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class II (Package)  $150.00 

020 Restaurant Retail Liquor     $150.00 

031 Club Liquor – Class I      $150.00 

032 Club Liquor – Class II      $375.00 

040 Retail Beer (On or Off Premises)      $75.00 

050 Retail Beer (Off Premises Only)      $75.00 

060 Retail Table Wine (On or Off Premises)      $75.00 

070 Retail Table Wine (Off Premises Only)     $75.00 

080 Liquor Wholesale      $500.00 

090 Wholesale Beer Only      $275.00 

100 Wholesale Table Wine Only – 16.5% or less  $275.00 

110 Wholesale Table Wine & Beer Combined   $375.00 

120 Warehouse License      $100.00 

130 Additional Warehouse – Wine, Beer or Both   $100.00 

140 Special Events Retail        $75.00 

150 Special Retail License – 30 days or less    $100.00 

160 Special Retail License – More than 30 days  $250.00 

170 Retail Common Carrier     $150.00 

200 Manufacturer      $500.00 

210 Importer        $250.00 

220 Brewpub        $500.00 

230 International Motor Speedway             $3,000.00  

250 Wine Festival License        $50.00 

260 Wine Festival Participant License      $15.00 

500 Direct Wine Shipper      $200.00 

510 Wine Fulfillment Center      $500.00 

520 Additional Wine Fulfillment Center   $100.00 

530 Delivery Service License     $250.00 

800 In-State Winery Off-Site Testing Permit       $0.00  
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Sheriff Jay Jones requested Commission support of local legislation to increase the 

salary of the Lee County Sheriff.  Sheriff Jones said the most recent legislation regarding a 

salary increase was passed in 2015 (Act 2015-491) and set the salary at $100,700.  Sheriff 

Jones is proposing the salary be set at $125,000 which is in line with and actually less than the 

current compensation provided to some municipal law enforcement executives in the area.  

Sheriff Jones would propose the increase be effective at the beginning of the next term of 

office of the Sheriff in January 2023. Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adopt the following Resolution.  The motion carried on a vote of 5-0.   

 

WHEREAS, Lee County is one of the fastest growing counties in the state and the Lee 

County Sheriff is responsible for the safety and security of its citizens; and   

WHEREAS, the Sheriff is the county’s highest-elected law enforcement official and  

draws a salary lower than that of his municipal counterparts; and  

WHEREAS, the Sheriff has not received an increase in salary since 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the salary of the Lee County Sheriff is set by local bill.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, that the 

Lee County Legislative Delegation is asked to pass a local act setting the Lee County Sheriff’s 

salary at $125,000.     

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and a copy of the 

proposed legislation be transmitted to each of the nine members of the Lee County Legislative 

Delegation. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a plat for final approval for Boo’s Landing II 

Subdivision in District 4.    Mr. Hardee said there are no new roadways and existing road 

frontage will be utilized.  Commissioner Ham questioned if this is a one-way road.  Mr. Hardee 

said no, the road has a 60 ft. right-of-way.  Commissioner Morris questioned if the speed limit 

will remain the same.  Mr. Hardee stated it should because nothing changes with the plat 

approval.  After discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve the final plat for Boo’s Landing II Subdivision.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

     

 

Ms. Smith made a recommendation to the Commission to authorize the promotion of 

Austin Jones to EMA Deputy Director.   Ms. Smith said the Commission has a long-standing 

record of promoting quality individuals within the organization.  Ms. Smith stated Mr. Jones 

began as a volunteer in 2017 as a CERT Instructor/Team Lead.  In 2019, Mr. Jones was 

employed full-time during the tornado outbreak as community relations specialist.  Mr. Jones 

also completed his bachelor’s degree from Auburn University during the pandemic.  He is 

certified as a basic EMT technician and recently completed HAZMAT training in New 

Mexico.  Ms. Smith said Mr. Jones is her right-hand man and recommended he be promoted to 

Deputy Director at the rate of pay requested.   Commissioner Cannon questioned the salary at a 
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Grade 119.  Ms. Smith stated Mr. Jones will continue to be on call and his current salary is at a 

Grade 116.  Commissioner LaGrand asked to hear a few words from Mr. Jones.  Mr. Jones 

reiterated that he had been employed full-time since 2019, after being an EMA volunteer since 

2017.  Mr. Jones said he has spear-headed several projects which include:  1) led the 

implementation of Fire Fighter rehab; 2) further developed relationships with local police and 

fire departments; 3) trained SRO Groups for the school systems; 4) enhanced response time 

with Fire and Police Departments.    

 

  Commissioner Morris said it is his understanding the promotion will start at a Grade 

level 119 which starts at $57,125.33.  Ms. Smith said requests for exceptions above the starting 

salary can be brought before the Commission as is being done in this case.  Commissioner 

Morris stated talent is hard to keep, but it will also set a precedence, stating the Commission 

must consider a compromise for a fair salary.  Ms. Smith stated 10% above starting puts the 

salary at $62,837.56.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 

to approve the promotion of Austin Jones to EMA Deputy Director at a Grade 119 at a 

beginning salary of $62,837.56, which is 10% above the minimum salary, along with a one-

year probationary status.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand 

abstaining.   

 

 

Parks Manager Ryan Norris presented three Lee County Sports Complex Use 

Agreements for Commission consideration.  Mr. Norris stated the three agreements are with 

the following associations for use of the respective parks:  1) Beulah Recreation Association; 

2) Beauregard Youth Softball Association; and 3) Beauregard Baseball Association.  Mr. 

Norris stated these are 12-month agreements from the date of execution. Commissioner Morris 

questioned the amount of $1 on the Agreement with Beauregard Baseball Association.  Mr. 

Norris explained that it is for liability insurance purposes to add the county as an additional 

insured.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to authorize 

the Chairman to sign the three agreements as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion at approximately 6:15 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and the motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, March 14, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 

Commissioner Ham.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in 

attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 

February 28 meeting.  First reading to reappoint Lamar Sims to the Beulah Utilities District 

Board was made.  Judge English said the appointment of the opening on the Lee County 

Planning Commission for the replacement of the District 2 representative is an announcement, 

rather than first reading.  Announcement of an opening on the East Alabama Health Care 

Authority Board B-2 position was made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the following Resolution appointing Kimberly Deal Johns to the Lee County Cemetery 

Preservation Commission to fulfil the unexpired term of Arthur Lee Jones. 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Kimberly Deal 

Johns to the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission to serve a term from March 14, 

2022, to September 30, 2024, to fulfil the unexpired term of Arthur Lee Jones who resigned on 

November 8, 2021.   

 

 

Judge English presented a proposed budget adjustment for merit raises for Commission 

consideration.  Judge English suggested an adjustment to the merit raise plan for the remainder 

of this fiscal year that increases those possible merit increases to 1%, 3%, or 5%, so all 

employees can be eligible for equitable treatment.  Further, each employee’s annual evaluation 

by their Appointing Authority is due on the anniversary of that employee’s hiring date, so 

some employees have already been evaluated this year, and some have not.  This should apply 

to any employees evaluated on or after the effective date of this resolution.  The increase in pay 

can not be done retroactively, but any other employees that have already been evaluated 

between October 1 and now should have their pay adjusted to the new increase percentage 

appropriate to their previous evaluation rating.  For example, someone received a “Meets 

Expectations” evaluation received a 1% merit raise would see no change. Someone who 

received an “Exceeds Expectations” evaluation and received a 2% merit raise would see 

another increase now of 1% to put them at 3%.  For those few employees that received a 
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“Consistently Exceeds Expectations” evaluation and received a 3% merit raise would see 

another 2% now to put them at 5%.  This reflects that these raises are merit-based, and not 

automatic across the board; that is what the COLAs accomplish.  All county employees 

received a 3.25% COLA increase last October.  Judge English reminded the Commission that 

only three employees are evaluated directly by the County Commission:  1) the Chief 

Administrative Officer; 2) the EMA Director; and 3) the County Engineer.  Judge English 

noted that Mrs. Leverette has just been hired and is not eligible for a merit raise at this time.  

Also, Ms. Smith was just given a 5% merit raise at the last meeting, suggesting that a 5% merit 

increase for Mr. Hardee be included in this action, since his anniversary date was January.  

Commissioner Cannon agreed that due to inflation it needs to be done for our employees.  

Commissioner LaGrand agreed.  Commission Long asked if this is changing the way the 

Commission evaluates the three employees via written evaluations.  Judge English stated he is 

only mimicking what was done for the EMA Director at the meeting two weeks ago.  Judge 

English said he will follow whatever direction the Commission wishes to do.     

   

Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to give an overview of his accomplishments for the 

past year.   Mr. Hardee said the following are his accomplishments:  1) led a staff of over 120 

employees in Building Inspections, Environmental Services and the Highway Department;  2) 

actively participated in the Planning and Zoning in Beat 13; 3) actively participated in the 

curbside garbage collection transition; 4) oversaw the grant applications for the Rebuild 

Alabama projects and for local resurfacing; 5) participated in the process for the funding of 

roadway projects with the Auburn/Opelika and Columbus/Phenix City Metropolitan Planning 

Organization; 6) oversaw the Subdivision and Development Regulations and Enforcement (354 

DW sizings); 7) Education and enforcement of Stormwater Program compliance; 8) oversaw 

the Lee Road 217 bridge plans, with construction to begin April 4, 2022; 9) oversaw 

maintenance work for entire county, to include:   851 repair work orders, storm response from 

flooding/trees down/wind damage, crossdrain repairs and/or replacements, and utility 

issues/repairs/coordination; 10) overseeing preventative maintenance work, to include:  rights-

of-way mowing, routine dirt road blading, herbicide program and bridge/road inspection 

programs; 11) overseeing requests for maintenance of non-county maintained 

roads/subdivisions; 12) addressing Commissioners’ requests; 13) providing outside agency 

assistance, such as:  VFD assistance and recreation project assistance; and 14) providing 

assistance to the Association of County Commissions of Alabama with legislation, statewide 

debris and monitoring contracts and teaching at CGEI classes to help other counties.  Mr. 

Hardee stated his vision for the future includes:  1) completing the curbside transition; 2) 

continuing to improve Lee County’s transportation infrastructure; and 3) to establish a uniform 

utility permitting process.    

 

 Commissioner Ham stated he was the one “no” vote for Mr. Hardee when he began as 

engineer, but said he has been proven wrong, saying he is proud of what Mr. Hardee has 

accomplished statewide.  Commissioner Long asked that we put the evaluation of the County 

Engineer off to the next agenda and use the written evaluation process as used previously.  
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Commissioner Cannon agreed and made a motion to approve the merit raises as presented.  

Commissioners Morris, Long and LaGrand seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones and Captain Chris Wallace updated the Commission on the noise 

ordinance procedures being put in place.   Sheriff Jones stated this is a standardized procedure 

for a complaint of excessive noise.  Sheriff Jones said he and Captain Wallace worked with 

County Attorney Stan Martin’s Office on the procedures.  Next, Captain Wallace explained the 

process stating that once a citation is issued by the Sheriff’s Office, then the individual either 

pays the citation to the Commission Office or the individual appeals or contests the alleged 

violation by filing an appeal, which will be scheduled before the Commission at its next 

scheduled meeting for a final determination.  The Commission had no questions on the 

process.       

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented a special events license application for Trinity Hospitality 

Group LLC.  Sheriff Jones stated the event will take place at Twenty-One Acres which is an 

enclosed structure with a bar/service area.  Sheriff Jones said this is a single day event set for 

Friday, March 25, 2022.  Sheriff Jones stated a similar application has been granted previously 

for this location.   Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 

to approve the following Resolution granting the approval of the special events license.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby grants the Special Events 

Retail License (7 days or less) to Sorority Formal located at 5505 Wire Road, Auburn, 

Alabama.   

 

 

Last, EMA Director Rita Smith asked the Commission to submit a letter of support for 

her to run for 1st Vice President for the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers.  Ms. 

Smith stated the elected position will require some travel to Montgomery and other locations 

around the state if elected.  Ms. Smith stated if elected for 1st Vice President, then next year she 

would be in line to be President of the AAEM, which would require one trip to Washington, 

D.C.  Commissioner Long questioned the amount of time this position would require and 

questioned who would be in charge of EMA during her absence.  Ms. Smith said if the 

department was under any type of declaration, Lee County would have her undivided attention, 

otherwise, Deputy Director Austin Jones would be in charge.  After more discussion, 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize Judge 

English to sign the letter of support for Ms. Smith on behalf of the Commission as presented.  

The motion carried on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Long voting “No.”     

 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion at approximately 5:30 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and the motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, March 28, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge 

Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert 

Ham and Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Commissioner Cannon.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones and Revenue 

Commissioner Oline Price.  News media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester 

and WTVM reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 

Parks Director Ryan Norris thanked the Commissioners for attending the Opening Day 

Ceremony at the new Beauregard Park.  Mr. Norris stated there were no complaints, only 

compliments on the park.   Mr. Norris estimated there were about 1,500 people in attendance.   

 

Next, Mr. Norris reminded the Commission of the upcoming 2nd Opening Day for the 

Beulah Park at 8:45 a.m. this Saturday, April 2, 2022.  Mr. Norris said hopefully in the coming 

weeks they will be able to do an unveiling in Loachapoka as well.  Commissioner Ham 

complimented Mr. Norris on the Beauregard Park opening stating it was truly a family day for 

all those that attended.  Commissioner LaGrand stated Mr. Norris did an awesome job.   

 

  

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the March 

14 meeting.  First reading to appoint Ashley Aaron to the Lee County Planning Commission as 

a District 2 representative was made.   Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Judge English stated that the Planning Commission did not have a quorum at the last 

meeting and were unable to meet after two attempts.  Judge English asked each Commissioner 

to contact their representatives and gauge their interest and consider appointing members who 

will attend the meetings as necessary.  

 

 

Judge English stated County Engineer evaluation forms were sent to each 

Commissioner and asked for them to be returned by Wednesday so he could include them in 

the packets.  Judge English stated he received one response by Wednesday and only one more 

since then.  Judge English asked that the item be moved to the next meeting.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

following Resolution to reappoint Lamar Sims to the Beulah Utilities District Board to serve a 

four-year term.  
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Lamar Sims to 

the Beulah Utilities District Board to serve a four-year term from May 24, 2022, to May 24, 

2026.   

 

 

Judge English presented a contract addendum and lease with Arrow Disposal Service.  

Judge English stated Arrow Disposal needs a place to park their fleet overnight and asked to 

use property owned by Lee County located at the District 4 Camp. Judge English stated the 

addendum to the contract is only to recognize the lease agreement, and the lease will run in 

conjunction with the garbage service contract.  Judge English stated the county purchased the 

property in 1954. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

authorize Judge English to sign the addendum and lease agreement as provided.  The motion 

carried unanimously.     

 

 

  Judge English presented a request for an Attorney General’s Opinion on local Act 81-

737 and Code of Alabama Section 22-27-1 et seq on collection of garbage fees.  Commissioner 

Ham questioned if there is any idea of how long it will take.  Judge English stated the more 

things you ask, the longer it takes to get an answer.  Judge English stated he and County 

Attorney Stan Martin would work on the wording together and send it.  Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to authorize Judge English and Mr. Martin 

request an Attorney General’s Opinion on the two laws pertaining to the collection of garbage 

fees.  The following resolution carried unanimously. 

 

  Whereas, a genuine conflict of law appears between Sections 22-27-1 et seq of the 

Code of Alabama and Section 1 (d) of Lee County local legislation Act No. 81-737 of the Acts 

of Alabama, 1981 Regular Session; and 

 

  Whereas, the Lee County Commission needs clarity as soon as possible on permissible 

methods of billing for garbage services the county provides. 

 

  Now therefore, be it resolved by the Lee County Commission, that the Chairman of 

the County Commission and the County Attorney are authorized to prepare and file a request 

for a formal opinion from the Attorney General of the State of Alabama to resolve various 

issues regarding the solid waste system of Lee County. 

   

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following Auburn-Opelika MPO 

Resolution for Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated the Auburn-Opelika 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has been working with the state to update the 

functional classification of the city and county roadways within and around the Auburn-

Opelika MPO boundary based on the growth within the area.  Mr. Hardee stated county roads 
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are functionally classified by the state as either a local, minor collector, major collector, or 

arterial route.  Routes classified as a minor collector or higher are generally eligible for federal 

aid funds whereas local roads generally are not.  Also, roads classified as a minor collector or 

higher are eligible for use of the $400,000 in federal aid exchange funds the county receives 

from the state yearly.  The proposed changes will net the county with an additional 

approximately 15.5 miles of roads classified as a minor collector or higher.  Commissioner 

Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the following Resolution 

to endorse the proposed changes by the MPO.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

    RESOLUTION 03282022 

Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

Amending the Highway Functional Classification Map for the  

 Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Planning Area   

 

 WHEREAS, the Auburn-Opelika MPO is the organization designated by the Governor 

of the State of Alabama as being responsible, together with the State of Alabama, for 

implementing the applicable provisions of 23 USC 134 and 135 (as amended by FAST Act, 

Section 1201 and 1202, December 2015); 42 USC2000d-1, 7401; 23 CFR 450 and 500; 40 

CFR 51 and 93; and 

 WHEREAS, consistent with the declaration of these provisions the City of Auburn, the 

City of Opelika, Lee County, Auburn University, and the Lee-Russell Council of Governments 

and Auburn-Opelika MPO Planning Staff in cooperation with the Alabama Department of 

Transportation has requested review of the Auburn-Opelika MPO Highway Functional 

Classification Map and consideration of the recommended changes for amendment of the 

Auburn-Opelika MPO Highway Functional Classification Map; and  

 WHEREAS, the Alabama Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway 

Administration has recommended approval of the recommended changes to the Auburn-

Opelika MPO Highway Functional Classification Map; and  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the duties, functions and responsibilities, the Lee County 

Commission, at its regularly scheduled meeting this 28 day of March 2022, did review and 

evaluate the aforementioned Amended Highway Functional Classification Map; now  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the same 

does hereby endorse said Amended Auburn-Opelika MPO Highway Functional Classification 

Map.  

 

Mr. Hardee presented the final plat for Sunset Ridge Subdivision, Phase 4 which has 

been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivisions and Land 

Development Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 70.  The 

adjacent property owners were notified of the development by letters sent out March 17, 2022.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the final 

plat for Sunset Ridge Subdivision, Phase 4.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Next, Mr. Hardee presented the preliminary plat approval for Oliver Trails Subdivision, 

Phase V-B which has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County 

Subdivisions and Land Development Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is located 

adjacent to Lee Road 318 and Lee Road 320.  The adjacent property owner(s) were notified of 

the development by letters sent out March 17, 2022.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the preliminary plat for Oliver Trails Subdivision, 

Phase V-B as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented the results of Bid #2022-06 for a scrub seal trailer.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the Highway Department opened bids on March 16, 2022.  The Highway 

Department received two bids however one of the vendors, Greensbroom, emailed their bid to 

the Highway Department prior to the bid opening.  This would not be considered a sealed bid 

as required by the Alabama Cooperative Bid Law of the bid documents.  Mr. Hardee 

recommended to reject all bids and rebid if the item can not be purchased for less that $15,000 

as required by state bid law.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to reject Bid #2022-06 for a scrub seal trailer as requested.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Last, Mr. Hardee stated bids were opened on March 16, 2022, for Project No. LCP 41-

PP-146, to resurface Lee Road 146, Moores Mill Road, from the Auburn City Limits to SR-51.  

Mr. Hardee recommended the bid be awarded to East Alabama Paving Company for 

$687,946.56 for the resurfacing project.  Commissioner Morris questioned the timeframe of the 

project.  Mr. Hardee stated 25 working days.  Judge English questioned if it will be completed 

before football season.  Mr. Hardee stated definitely; adding that one lane of the roadway will 

remain open, but citizens should expect delays.  Commissioner Morris suggested the project 

start once schools close, but before football season.  Mr. Hardee stated he would speak to the 

contractor at the pre-construction meeting.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned the hill at 

Green Chapel Church.  Mr. Hardee stated signs will be erected during the project.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to award the bid to 

East Alabama Paving Company for $687,946.56 for the resurfacing project as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Information Services Director Amanda Sides presented a Vendor Security Policy 

Compliance Agreement and a Vendor/Contractor Remote Access Management Policy for 

Commission consideration.  Mrs. Sides stated the need to begin having vendors sign the 

agreement prior to granting access to information by the Information Services Department is a 

requirement of the state auditors of our security policy.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the Vendor Security Policy Compliance 

Agreement and the Vendor/Contractor Remote Access Management Policy as presented.   The 
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motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Judge English stated Sheriff Jones would like to add an item to the agenda and 

reminded that Commission policy requires unanimous consent to add items to the agenda 

during the meeting.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

add the item to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  Sheriff Jones presented a 

Special Events Retail license application from B and B Beverage Management.  Sheriff Jones 

stated this is a single day event planned for April 9 to be located at 21 Acres, a venue site 

consisting of an open-air pavilion with an enclosed bar/service area.   Sheriff Jones stated a 

similar application has been approved previously for this location.  Commissioner LaGrand 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby grants the Special Events 

Retail License for B and B Beverage Management located at 5505 Lee Road 137, Auburn, 

Alabama.           

 

 

At approximately 5:47 p.m., Judge English announced the Commission needed to 

adjourn into an Executive Session on a matter of potential litigation.  Judge English stated the 

following needed to attend:   County Attorney Stan Martin and Chief Administrative Officer 

Holly Leverette, Mr. Hardee, and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price. Mr. Martin indicated 

the session is estimated to last approximately 15-20 minutes and formal action is possible at the 

conclusion.  Commissioner Long made a motion for the Commission to go into executive 

session, seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Upon conclusion of the executive session, at approximately 5:55 p.m., Commissioner 

Cannon made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and 

carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, April 11, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Morris.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.   News 

media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester.    

 

Judge English said County Engineer Justin Hardee would like to add an item to the 

agenda under reports.  Mr. Hardee stated he had inadvertently left the item off the agenda in 

recognition of National Work Zone Awareness Week.  Mr. Hardee stated it is this week, April 

11-15, 2022, and the theme is “Work Zones are a Sign to Slow Down”.  Mr. Hardee asked the 

news media in attendance to recognize it too.  Mr. Hardee reminded everyone to slow down in 

a work zone stating a crash occurs in a work zone nationwide every five minutes.  Mr. Hardee 

provided additional statistical information.  Mr. Hardee said Lee County is growing which 

equates to an increased traffic load as well.   

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the March 

28 meeting.  Additionally, a list of claims for ratification was presented prior to the meeting.  

Announcement of two positions on the Lee County Planning Commission for District 1 

representatives was made.   Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Ham to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Morris made a motion approving the following Resolution appointing 

Ashley Aaron to the Lee County Planning Commission as a District 2 representative, replacing 

his position on the Board.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 

unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, Lee County Commission hereby appoints Ashley Aaron to the 

Lee County Planning Commission as a District 2 representative to replace Commissioner 

Morris. 

   

 

Judge English said he included in the packets for each Commissioner a summary of the 

evaluation forms he received from each member on Mr. Hardee’s annual evaluation.   Judge 

English said as requested he did not share any of the evaluations and since some 

Commissioners requested their form not be shared, none were shared with Mr. Hardee.  Judge 

English questioned if the Commission wished to discuss the item.  Commissioner Cannon said 

he appreciated Mr. Hardee for the job he does and recommended he be granted a 5% salary 

increase.  Commissioner Long agreed saying that Mr. Hardee has done an incredible job along 
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with his staff.  Further, Commissioner Long said Mr. Hardee does what he has to do to get the 

job done.   Commissioner Long said Mr. Hardee not only serves in his position as county 

engineer, but he handles services outside his command, as in the case in attending the Planning 

Commission meetings.  Commissioner Long questioned how many meetings, if any, had Mr. 

Hardee missed.  Mr. Hardee said he has missed only one meeting.  Commissioner Ham agreed, 

stating Mr. Hardee makes Lee County a better place to live.  Commissioner LaGrand also 

agreed stating he has ridden many miles alongside Mr. Hardee.   Judge English agreed saying 

he questioned Mr. Hardee’s youth when Mr. Hardee was being considered for the position, but 

said he was wrong, and thanked Mr. Hardee for the great job he has done.  Commissioner 

Cannon made a motion granting Mr. Hardee a 5% merit increase.  The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  Mr. Hardee took a moment to thank the 

Commission and agreed with the statement concerning his staff, saying he owes it to his staff; 

they earn it every day.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee recommended the Commission accept Magnolia Ridge II Subdivision for 

maintenance upon the final inspection performed on April 4, 2022.  Mr. Hardee recommended 

the roads in the subdivision:  Lee Road 2222, Lee Road 2223 and Lee Road 2224 be accepted 

for permanent maintenance by the Highway Department.  Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to accept Magnolia Ridge II Subdivision for 

maintenance as recommended.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented an Adopt-A-Mile application from the State PALS 

Association for Lee Road 86.  Mr. Hardee said the request is from Summer Manley to adopt 

one (1) mile of Lee Road 86 which is located in District 4.   Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize Judge English to sign the Adopt-A-

Mile application as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a request from a citizen to decrease the speed limit on Lee Road 

123.  Mr. Hardee stated the road is 0.780 miles in length and has experienced considerable 

residential development the past several years with more lots proposed.  The speed limit is 

currently posted at 45 mph.  Mr. Hardee said due to the residential development along the road, 

the Highway Department recommends the speed limit be reduced from 45 mph to 25 mph on 

Lee Road 123.  The Highway Department recommends this as a reasonable and safe maximum 

speed limit.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

decrease the speed limit from 45 mph to 25 mph on Lee Road 123.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  
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Mr. Hardee presented a request from a citizen to reduce the speed limit on Lee Road 

878.  Mr. Hardee stated the road is 0.400 miles in length and is a narrow dirt road with several 

horizontal curves.  The speed limit is posted at 25 mph currently.  Mr. Hardee said due to the 

narrowness and curvature of the road, the Highway Department recommends the speed limit be 

reduced from 25 mph to 15 mph for Lee Road 878.  The Highway Department recommends 

this as a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to decrease the speed limit from 25 mph to 15 mph on Lee 

Road 878.  The motion carried unanimously.  

    

 

LCSO Sergeant Lee McLeroy presented a Special Events Retail license application for 

Greenawalt Hospitality for an event to be held at Legacy at Serenity Farms which is located in 

District 1.  The venue is a one-day event to be held Thursday, April 21, 2022, in an enclosed 

pavilion with a patio and bar/service area.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to approve the following Resolution granting the Special Events Retail 

license.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does herby approve the Special 

Events Retail license for Legacy at Serenity Farms located at 1995 W Farmville Road, Auburn, 

Alabama for the one-day event to be held on April 21, 2022.    

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented for Commission consideration 

a lease extension for the Auburn Satellite Office.  Mrs. Leverette said this is the second five-

year extension on the original lease dated April 4, 2007.  Commissioner Ham questioned if the 

county owns the building and only leases the lot.  Mrs. Leverette answered in the affirmative.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long authorizing the 

Chairman to sign the lease extension for an additional five years. The motion carried 

unanimously.       

 

 

Emergency Management Agency Director Rita Smith presented a request to reclassify 

the deputy director position from non-exempt status to exempt status.  Ms. Smith stated the 

status was changed to non-exempt during the pay and classification study several years ago, 

but since she was not director at that time, she was not made aware of the change.   Mrs. 

Leverette stated she and Ms. Smith had discussed the issue and agree the position should be an 

exempt position.  Commissioner Morris questioned if this is the position presented at an earlier 

meeting where a compromise on the salary was made.  Ms. Smith answered in the affirmative.  

Commissioner Long suggested next time Ms. Smith look into whether the position is exempt or 

non-exempt before bringing it to the Commission.  Ms. Smith stated she previously had done 

her due diligence.  Judge English questioned whether or not Ms. Smith held the position of 

Deputy Director previously.  Ms. Smith stated she did not, she was the Public Information 
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Officer and Grants Manager, stating she did the job, but did not hold the title.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to reclass the deputy director 

position from non-exempt to exempt status.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Judge English said an executive session needs to be added to the agenda by unanimous 

consent of the Commission.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to add the item to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.   

At approximately 5:30 p.m., Judge English stated the Executive Session is on the 

character and good name of an individual.  Judge English said County Attorney Stan Martin 

and Attorney Robbie Hyde need to attend.   Judge English said the session is estimated to last 

approximately 20-30 minutes and formal action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner 

Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to adjourn into executive session.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Upon conclusion of the executive session, at approximately 6:00 p.m., Commissioner 

Long made a motion at the suggestion of Attorney Robbie Hyde to appoint Roger Rendleman 

to research a personnel matter.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and 

carried on a vote of 4-0-1, with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.   

 

At approximately 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, April 25, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge 

Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert 

Ham and Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Judge English.  Elected Officials in attendance:   Sheriff Jones.  News media in attendance:  

The Observer reporter Hannah Lester.    

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette discussed the backstop repair at the 

Beulah Park.  Mrs. Leverette said the repairs to the backstop at the Beulah Park, which failed 

during a windstorm in May 2021, are complete.   Pictures showing the repaired backstop were 

displayed on the screen.  Commissioner Long asked if the poles in the picture are new.  Mrs. 

Leverette indicated they are new poles.  Commissioner Ham questioned the warranty terms.  

Mrs. Leverette said it is the same as before, a one-year warranty.   

Commissioner LaGrand questioned when the sign will be erected in Loachapoka as 

discussed.  Mrs. Leverette said the sign unveiling will be held in Loachapoka at 10:00 a.m., 

Saturday, May 7.  The sign will show the plans for the park, but she noted the plans are still in 

the infancy stage.   

  

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the April 

11 meeting.  Additionally, a list of claims for ratification was presented to each Commissioner 

prior to the meeting.  First reading of Robin Raiford and Charles Sanders as the District 1 

representatives on the Lee County Planning Commission was made.   Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Upon request, the agenda item concerning the Lee County Association of Realtors is 

moved forward to the May 9 meeting. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented the results of Bid #2022-05 for equipment installation on 11 or 

more 2022 Ford patrol units.  Sheriff Jones said four bids were returned and the 

recommendation is to award the bid to the lowest responsive bid from Mobile Communications 

for $110,071.50.  Sheriff Jones noted the bid has a 90-day window for equipment installation 

after the vendor receives the equipment.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to award the Bid #2022-05 to Mobile 

Communications for $110,071.50.  The motion carried unanimously.    
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Next, Sheriff Jones presented an ABC application from Dollar General Corporation for 

Store #23445 located in District 5.   Sheriff Jones stated no objections were noted regarding the 

proposed license issuance at this location.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to approve 

the following Resolution granting the license to Dollar General Corporation.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine license application for Dollar General Store #23445 located at 5661 Lee Road 

175, Salem, Alabama.  

 

 

Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to move the next agenda item concerning the 

Resolutions relating to the American Rescue Plan Act forward for further consideration. 

 

 

Chief Building Inspector and Interim Planning Director Joel Hubbard presented two 

amendments to the current Zoning Regulations approved unanimously by the Lee County 

Planning Commission at its meeting on April 13, 2022.   The amendments are as follows:   

A. Rezone approximately 112 acres of land located on Lee Road 266 and 267 near 

the intersection Chambers County Road 388 from the current Rural Preserve (RP) 

to Rural Center (RC) District.  These properties are commercial in nature but were 

improperly placed in a RP District.  

B. Amend the Table of Permitted Uses to change certain use classifications from Not 

Permitted to Special Exception Use.  This amendment provides the property owner  

another avenue for approval without the need for rezoning and can be decided by a 

vote of the Planning Commission.   

Notice of the amendments has been provided to the public as required by law through 

publication and public hearing.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the amendments as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill updated the Commission on the status of Lee 

Road 196.   Mr. Harvill stated Mr. Kevin Humphres contacted the Lee County Highway 

Department about the public nature of Lee Road 196.  Lee Road 196 is a non-county-

maintained dirt road off Lee Road 145.  Prior to 1997, Lee Road 196 was a county-maintained 

dirt road approximately 2.6 miles long, and in February 1997 the Lee County Commission 

vacated approximately one-mile of the southern-most portion of Lee Road 196 at the request of 

Mead Coated Board, Inc.  In 2005 when the first Lee County Highway Reference Guide was 

adopted by the Lee County Commission, Lee Road 196 was not listed.  The Lee County 

Highway Reference Guide was intended to be a comprehensive list of all the roads the 

Highway Department maintained, not necessarily all public roads.  Mr. Humphres’ request 
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concerns the northern approximately 1.6 miles of Lee Road 196.  Both sides of the road on this 

portion of Lee Road 196 are now owned in its entirety by JRBC Holdings, LLC.  On April 19, 

2022, JRBC Holdings, LLC filed a petition requesting to vacate this portion of Lee Road 196.    

Mr. Humphres presented a map showing owners along Lee Road 196 and access to his 

property.  Mr. Harvill said at the last meeting Mr. Humphres presented concerns about access 

to his property on Lee Road 196.  Mr. Harvill stated both sides were in attendance tonight.   

 

First, Mr. Humphres said he is before the Commission since he needs access to his 112-acre 

tract which he previously accessed by Lee Road 196.  Mr. Humphres stated he was given a key 

for the gate by Mead Property until it was purchased by JRBC Holdings in 2015, afterward the 

gate was open until December 2021.  Mr. Humphres said that his use of Lee Road 196 

indicates it is a public road.  Commissioner Morris questioned if Lee Road 196 is Mr. 

Humphres only access to his property.  Mr. Humphres said he has three access paths to his 

property: 1) across JRBC property from Lee Road 196; 2) through a 600-acre Herndon parcel 

to the north of his; or 3) through a 300 acre parcel to the south of his.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned if the parties could work it out between themselves and questioned Mr. Humphres 

how he currently is accessing his property. Mr. Humphres said he has not had access to his 

property.   Judge English questioned when was  

the last time he accessed his property.  Mr. Humphres said in March, but through another 

landowner’s property, however due to weather conditions he was unable to do the burning he 

planned to do.  Commissioner LaGrand asked Mr. Humphres about what he wants from the 

Commission.  Mr. Humphres said he would like the county to determine whether Lee Road 

196 is a public or private road.   

 Next, Attorney Blake Oliver appeared on behalf of JRBC Holdings, LLC.  Mr. Oliver 

said he presented a petition last week to the Commission Office to vacate Lee Road 196, as the 

property surrounding it is owned entirely by JRBC Holdings, LLC.  Mr. Oliver stated in 1997 

Mead Corporation petitioned the Commission to vacate one mile of the southernmost point, 

which is over 20 years ago.  Commissioner Ham questioned if there is a gap from Lee Road 

196 to Mr. Humphres property.   Mr. Oliver stated he could show it to the Commission on the 

map, but that even if it is public, it does not touch Mr. Humphres’ parcel.  Mr. Oliver stated the 

most direct route for Mr. Humphres to gain access to his property is through Banks Herndon’s 

property.  Mr. Joey Massingill, property manager for JRBC Holdings, stated JRBC owns all 

the property along Lee Road 196, and they maintain the road in its entirety, including grading 

and placing rocks on the road.  Judge English questioned whether the road is gated or not.  Mr. 

Oliver stated that Mr. Humphres had been given a key for Lee Road 145 up until December 

2021.  Mr. Oliver said the reason the access had been removed was due to the liability of JRBC 

Holdings since several of Mr. Humphres family members and friends had been hunting on the 

property.  Commissioner Long questioned whether there is a closer alternate route for Mr. 

Humphres that is as good as Lee Road 145.  Mr. Massingill stated he does not know, he only 

manages the property.  Commissioner Ham once again asked if the two could work out 

something concerning the use of the road.  Mr. Massingill said they already had but indicated 

he would try again.  Judge English stated a determination must be made by the Commission 
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whether Lee Road 196 is public or private, stating that if it is not public, we don’t have any 

interest or authority, but if the road is public, it can’t be gated.  Judge English said this should 

go to County Attorney Stan Martin for review.  Commissioner Long questioned Mr. Humphres 

about an alternate route.  Mr. Humphres stated the alternate rout is muddy in places and has a 

steep slope on the last 400 feet and he would be unable to get his timber out by that route.  No 

action was taken by the Commission.  

 

 

 Mr. Harvill presented the results of the FY2022 local striping bid for Project No. LCP 

41-SRPM-22, traffic stripe and pavement markers on various public roads in Lee County.  Mr. 

Harvill stated bids were opened on April 19, 2022, and received only one bid.  Mr. Harvill 

recommended the Commission award the contract to Hornsby Striping for $224,260.60 for the 

project.  Judge English commented that this company has had our striping business for several 

years and seems to have done a good job.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to award the bid for FY2022 local striping 

projects to Hornsby Striping.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Last. Mr. Harvill presented the results of the FY2022 local resurfacing bid for Project 

No. LCP 41-RALR-22, full depth reclamation, resurfacing, and traffic stripe on various public 

roads in Lee County.  Mr. Harvill stated the bids were opened April 19, 2022, and only one bid 

was received, from D & J Enterprises for $2,357,089.05.  Mr. Harvill recommended the 

Commission award the contract to D & J Enterprises for the project.  Commissioner Ham made 

a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to award contract to D & J Enterprises for the 

FY2022 local resurfacing projects.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

    Mrs. Leverette presented a request from the Beauregard Baseball Association for 

reimbursement of the cost of the background checks for the 2022 season for each of their 

coaches, as required in the Beauregard Park Use Agreement.   The Lee County Recreation 

Board approved the expenditures at their meeting on March 26, 2022, to utilize the funds from 

their allocated recreation funds.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to reimburse $1,333.00 to the Beauregard Baseball Association from 

their allocated recreation funds for the cost of the background checks as required by the lease 

agreement.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

       

At approximately 5:55 p.m. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, May 9, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Robert Ham, and Richard LaGrand.  Absent:  

Commissioner Gary Long.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Judge English.   News media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the April 

25 meeting.  Additionally, a list of claims for ratification was placed on the bench prior to the 

meeting.  First reading to appoint Tom “Mac” Morris to the Lee County Cemetery Preservation 

Commission was made.   Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Morris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to approve the following Resolution appointing 

two representatives for District 1 on the Lee County Planning Commission.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Robin Raiford and 

Charles “Chuck” Sanders as the two District 1 representatives on the Lee County Planning 

Commission.    

 

 

Next, Commissioner Cannon suggested the Commission hold several work sessions to 

discuss categories for distribution of the ARPA funds.  Commissioner Cannon asked each 

Commissioner to come up with a list of five or six categories they would like to address.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to hold a work session to discuss ARPA funding at 5:00 

p.m. on May 23, 2022, in the Commission chambers.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously.    

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee discussed the situation on Lee Road 196.  Mr. Hardee 

said both parties attended the last meeting and Commissioner Ham had asked them to meet to 

try to work out an agreement among themselves.  Additionally, County Attorney Stan Martin 

sent a letter to the Commission outlining the information that should be used to determine if 

the road is public or private, but that it is a County Commission determination.   Mr. Hardee 

said Mr. Humphres is here tonight, but Attorney Blake Oliver representing JRBC Holdings 

sent an email stating he was unable to attend.  Mr. Hardee said Mr. Humphres wants the 

Commission to affirm the public nature of the roadway.  Judge English recognized Mr. 

Humphres and asked if he wanted to address the Commission.    Mr. Humphres stated no 
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negotiations have occurred between he and Mr. Massingill since the last meeting.  

Commissioner Ham reiterated that he would like the two parties to sit down and work on a 

compromise, otherwise they would have to take it to court.   Mr. Humphres said he will take 

try again, but feels he has no power base without a determination of the road as public by the 

Commission, but he would try again as requested.   No action was taken by the Commission.   

 

 

Stacey Sanders representing the Lee County Association of Realtors appeared before 

the Commission to discuss broadband services and affordable housing in the county.  Mrs. 

Sanders said Lee County is one of three fastest growing counties in the state mainly due to our 

schools, education, and industries.  Mrs. Sanders said after research, many other counties 

across the State are encountering the same things.  Mrs. Sanders said the housing market in Lee 

County has grown by 37% with 10% of the inventory in the county.  Mrs. Sanders stated she 

has been in communication with State Representative Joe Lovvorn about broadband services 

and said the local delegation is engaged in committing $30 million for broadband.  Mrs. 

Sanders asked the Commission to consider providing more resources in the county for 

infrastructure and broadband services.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Mrs. Sanders for her 

presentation.   

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented the following Resolution and 

an agreement to participate in the Joint Bidding Program for counties participating in Investing 

in Alabama Counties (IAC) Program with the Association of County Commissions of Alabama 

(ACCA).  The ACCA has agreed to administer a joint bidding program pursuant to §40-16-

50(b) for counties participating in the IAC program for the joint bidding of certain equipment, 

materials, and supplies required to be competitively bid under Alabama’s competitive bid law.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the 

following Resolution authorizing the Chairman to sign the agreement as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

RESOLUTION AND AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE  

JOINT BIDDING PROGRAM FOR COUNTIES PARTICIPATING IN 

“INVESTING IN ALABAMA COUNTIES”, A PROGRAM OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONS OF ALABAMA 

WHEREAS, Section 40-16-50(b), Code of Alabama 1975, authorizes two or more 

counties in the state to enter into agreements for the joint bidding and purchase of items 

required to be bid under Alabama's competitive bid law (§§ 41-16-50 et seq., Code of 

Alabama 1975); and 
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WHEREAS, the Association of County Commissions of Alabama (the 

“Association”) has agreed to administer a joint bidding program pursuant to § 40-16-50(b) 

for counties participating in the Association’s Investing in Alabama Counties (“IAC”) 

program for the joint bidding of certain equipment, materials, and supplies required to be 

competitively bid under Alabama's competitive bid law (the “IAC joint bidding program” or 

“program”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 41-16-50, each county participating in the IAC program 

that desires to participate in the IAC joint bidding program is required to adopt a similar 

resolution, signifying its desire to participate and its agreement to the terms and conditions 

of participation; and 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (the “Commission”) desires to join and 

participate in the IAC joint bidding program and understands and agrees to the procedures as 

set out below: 

1) That the Association, a non-profit organization devoted to providing support 

and services to its membership of the counties in Alabama, shall provide administrative 

services to the program, and in this regard, shall: 

• oversee the development of written specifications for each item to be bid, 
• provide notice by mail or as otherwise authorized by Alabama's competitive bid 
law to respective bidders for each item to be jointly bid as required by law, 

• open bids pursuant to bid specifications at its office at 2 North Jackson Street in            

Montgomery, Alabama, and 

• provide other services as necessary excluding the awarding of the contracts. 

2) That to participate in the program, the Commission shall forward to the 

Association the names and addresses of each person or company who has submitted a written 

request to be included in solicitations of bids for a particular item (its "vendor list"), and that 

following receipt of said vendor lists, the Association shall mail, or as otherwise authorized 

by Alabama's competitive bid law, appropriate bid specifications to each applicable person or 

company if that particular item is being bid, as provided in § 41-16-54. 

3) That in compliance with § 41-16-54, the Commission shall not be eligible to 
purchase an item under a contract awarded through the program unless it has provided the 

Association with its vendor list for that item, if such a list is held by the County. 

4) That the Association will provide the Commission notice of each solicitation for 
bid and in compliance with § 41-16-54, the Commission shall post said notice on a bulletin 

board in the County's purchasing office. 

5) That in compliance with § 41-16-54, the Commission agrees that it shall not be 

eligible to purchase an item under a contract awarded through the program unless it has 

posted such notice. 

6) That following the opening of bids, a pre-designated county commission will 

serve as awarding authority for the IAC joint bidding program and shall determine the lowest 

responsible bidder and award any contract bid through the program at a regular meeting of 

the designated county commission as announced at the opening of bids. 
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7) That the Association shall not serve as the awarding authority for any item bid 
through the program. 

8) That participation in the program is strictly voluntary, and that, subject to the 

conditions set out in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, and 5, once a contract has been awarded for a 

particular item bid through the program, the Commission may purchase that item during the 

contract period under the terms of and at the price established under the contract but shall not 

be required to purchase any particular item under the contract awarded through the program. 

9) That if the Commission decides to purchase an item other than through the 

program, it must separately bid that item if such bidding is required by Alabama's 

competitive bid law. 

10) That following the award of a contract under the program, purchases of items 

through the program by the Commission shall be made directly from the successful bidder by 

the County pursuant to its own purchasing policy, and that there shall be no joint purchasing 

agent representing the program or any counties participating in the program. 

11) That the Commission shall remain a member of the program so long as it desires 

and agrees to participate in this joint bidding agreement under its terms and conditions, and 

that the Commission shall give at least thirty (30) days’ notice in writing to the Association 

of its intent to terminate its participation in the program and the date on which its 

participation will terminate. 

12) That following the termination of the Commission’s participation in the 

program, the Commission shall be removed from the program and from any correspondence or 

advertisement regarding the program or any item to be bid under its terms and conditions. 

13) That following its termination from the program, the Commission shall not be 

eligible to make purchases under the terms and at the cost of the contract award for a particular 

item and will be required to bid each item on its own under the requirements of Alabama's 

competitive bid law. 

14) That this resolution, once adopted by the Commission, shall serve as its 

agreement and contract with all other counties participating in the program for the joint 

bidding of certain items required to be bid under Alabama's competitive bid law. 

15) That prior to soliciting any bids for items to be jointly bid under the program, the 

Association shall forward a list of all participating counties to the Office of Examiners of 

Public Accounts. 

16) That for a county to purchase an item through the program, it must have joined 

the program by adopting this resolution prior to the solicitation of bids for that item, but that 

once the county has joined the program, it shall remain a member, and subject to the 

conditions set out in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, and 5 above, shall be eligible for the purchase of all 

items thereafter bid under the program until and unless it terminates its participation as set out 

in paragraphs 11, 12, and 13 above. 
BE IT RESOLVED BYTHE COMMISSION that it agrees to all terms and 

conditions of the IAC joint bidding program as set out above, and desires to participate in said 
program. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the intent of the Commission by adoption 

of this resolution to enter into a joint bidding agreement with all other counties participating 

in the IAC joint bidding program. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be immediately 

forwarded to the Association with a request that the Lee County Commission be included in the 

IAC joint bidding program for all items bid through the program until and unless notified of 

the County's desire to terminate its participation under the procedures set out in paragraphs 

11, 12, and 13 above. 

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented final plat approval of Oliver Trails Phase V-B Subdivision for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee said the construction of Phase V-B has been 

completed in accordance with the approved plans and meets the minimum requirements of the 

Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is 

located adjacent to Lee Road 318 and Lee Road 320.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve final plat approval for Oliver Trails Phase V-B 

Subdivision.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald wanted to give an update on Arrow 

Disposal during their third month.  Mr. McDonald said the company has delivered 

approximately 19,400 carts and providing service for about 3,800 carts per day.  Mr. 

McDonald said after the numerous calls from citizens who had not received their carts in the 

beginning, he said his office is getting less than 5 calls per day now.  Additionally, Mr. 

McDonald stated they are beginning to get some relief at the disposal sites.  Mr. McDonald 

said the next phase will be curbside bulk pickup, and those trucks are scheduled for delivery in 

June.     

Mr. McDonald presented an agreement with Soft-Pak Software Solutions for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. McDonald said the software will be beneficial in the next 

phase in assisting the department in routing, customer management, productivity and any 

billing aspects associated with the new collection system. Mr. McDonald stated he previously 

talked with the Information Services Department about the software, and Mr. Martin has 

reviewed the agreement.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. McDonald for the good job he has 

done.  Commissioner Cannon concurred stating he has received zero calls.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Ham made a motion authorizing the Chairman to sign the agreement with Soft-

Pak Software Solutions for the Environmental Services Department.  The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.   Judge English congratulated Mr. 

McDonald on being a new daddy.   

 

      

 Before concluding the meeting, Judge English said Commissioner Ham would like to 

add an item to the agenda concerning an agreement between Oak Bowery Volunteer Fire 
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Department and Plainview Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Morris to add the item to the agenda.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to consider authorizing County Attorney 

Stan Martin to draw up an agreement between Lee County Commission and Oak Bowery 

Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Ham said that Revenue Commissioner Oline Price 

indicated she cannot send the fire fees from Plainview VFD to Oak Bowery VFD, since that 

department is in Chambers County.  Due to this situation, Commissioner Ham said he has 

asked Senator Randy Price to introduce a bill giving Mrs. Price authority to remit the fire fees 

to Oak Bowery Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to authorize Mr. Martin to draw up an agreement between Lee County 

Commission and Oak Bowery VFD, after Mr. Martin is satisfied with the legality of it.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English reminded everyone that the next Commission meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, May 31 instead of May 30, due to the Memorial Day holiday.  Additionally, he 

reminded everyone to vote on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, in the Primary Election.   

 

 

At approximately 5:45 p.m. Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Tuesday, May 31, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham, and Richard 

LaGrand.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Long.   Elected official in attendance: Opelika City Council members Erica Norris and Todd 

Rauch, Lee County Revenue Commissioner Oline Price and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in 

attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester.   

                                                                                                   

             

Opelika Chamber President Ali Rauch was introduced by Board Chair Sheriff Jay Jones 

to make a presentation on the Chamber’s newest initiative “Forward Opelika.” The initiative is 

a five-year strategic plan which would raise $2.77 million through public and private 

partnerships that would focus on solutions to economic and workforce challenges that exist in 

the community and region.  Mrs. Rauch stated that while the vast majority of funding for the 

project would come from private partners, funding is also being requested from public partners 

including the city and county. Mrs. Rauch asked the Commission to support the initiative with 

a $250,000 lump sum allocation or spread over five years. Mrs. Rauch provided a packet of 

additional information regarding the initiative to the Commissioners for further review. 

 

 

Judge English provided an update on the primary election stating the county had 67 

total provisional ballots with 41 counted at noon today. Those ballots included 10 votes in the 

Senate District 27 race.  Tallapoosa County had five ballots for that race and none from Russell 

County for that race. The final count stands at 8,373 for Jay Hovey and 8,372 for Senator Tom 

Whatley.   Judge English stated he expects to hear more regarding that race in the future.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the May 9 

meeting.  First reading of Hayley Welsh to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board 

position B-2 was presented.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to approve the following Resolution appointing 

Tom “Mac” Morris to the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 

  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby Tom “Mac” Morris to the 

Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission from May 31, 2022, to September 30, 2024, to  

fulfil the unexpired term of Talitha Norris.   



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR MEETING, MAY 31, 2022 

 

 

 

2 

Next, Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented the Commission with an 

American Rescue Plan Act working budget. Mrs. Leverette stated that following the work 

session she created percentages for the categories discussed and asked if there was any 

additional input from the Commissioners.  Mrs. Leverette said she did add an item under the 

$10 million government services side for parking lot lighting for the county’s recreational 

parks.  The lights at each park were not included on the construction plans stating it is a 

potential safety issue.  Currently there is not an estimated cost for those lights; Parks Director 

Ryan Norris is researching costs at this time.  Commissioner Cannon said after reviewing the 

figures he would like to adjust the water and broadband allocations from 63 percent and 15 

percent to 50 percent and 25 percent. Commissioner Long asked if the county had been 

informed on what the broadband cost could be potentially; Mrs. Leverette stated that the 

county is still waiting to see what the state will do.  She said the state will be treating those 

funds like a grant program whereby the cable companies could apply, and it would be up to the 

companies to decide where to use the funds awarded.  Commissioner Ham asked how the 

county could use its funds for broadband. Mrs. Leverette said it had been recommended to set 

aside a set number and let IAC put a map together of the county where the state’s money will 

go, and the county can come back in after and use its funds where it will be most economically 

feasible to possibly fill-in coverage gaps. Commissioner Long stated that not only do we not 

know what the broadband funding will be; the county currently doesn’t know which of the 

water authority’s projects are going to be accepted.  Mrs. Leverette said that he was correct, 

because once the authorities submit their applications then they must go through a process to 

see if they qualify under the Treasury’s guidelines. She also stated the county had received 

projects valued at more than the county’s $32 million ARPA allocation and the projects must 

be bid according to very specific guidelines. Commissioner Cannon said he would like to see 

an amount set aside for each water authority so they are aware of what projects could be done 

based on that amount.  After much discussion regarding allocations for broadband, it was 

suggested to not allocate any additional funds other than what had previously been discussed at 

the work session and hold the remaining funds from Government Services for broadband. Mrs. 

Leverette suggested allocating to the water authorities’ 58 percent instead of 63 and 20 percent 

for broadband and hold off allocating other funding at this time.  Commissioner Morris stated 

he would like to allocate funding for the lights at each park once a quote is available and hold 

the remainder.   Mrs. Leverette said no motion is necessary for those funds, but a motion is 

needed to allocate funds for the Highway Department complex and the increase in waste 

volume for Environmental Services.  Mrs. Leverette said those allocations totaled $7 million 

for the complex and reimbursing $500,000 to Environmental Services Funds based on the 

volume increase and amount spent for that which depleted the funding for that period.  Mrs. 

Leverette said the 7 percent for the Beauregard parks road was not included in the initial 

numbers since she wanted to verify with County Engineer Justin Hardee that the amount was 

sufficient.  Mr. Hardee confirmed that it should be sufficient.  Mrs. Leverette said if the 

Commission would like to allocate those funds as well it would need to be added as an agenda 

item.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve 

both items.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented the annual report on litigations and 

insolvencies. The amount represents what has been assessed and collected and remitted less the 

insolvencies and exemptions/credits every year. Mrs. Price said this year the total assessed was 

$163,680,881.30; collected and remitted $138,675,554.21; and had credits of $25,005,326.99. 

The credits were errors in assessments, insolvencies, bankruptcies, litigations, etc. The 

insolvencies are personal property that still haven’t been collected or that have liens on them 

and some of them may be from prior years. Mrs. Price said the law has changed and she can 

only hold those insolvencies for a certain number of years before they are written off, but they 

continue to make efforts to collect on those.  Mrs. Price said the new system for motor vehicles 

caught errors from the old system and for the first time ever she is out of balance more than $1.  

Mrs. Price said the state owes the county $5.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adopt 

the following Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Long, and carried on a vote of 4-1 with 

Commissioner LaGrand voting “No”. 

  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the reports filed by Oline W. 

Price, Lee County Revenue Commissioner, of Insolvencies, Errors and Taxes in Litigation for 

the Tax Year 2021 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation for previous years are 

hereby approved, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized to sign same; and that said 

Revenue Commissioner be and she is hereby allowed credit for taxes listed in these reports.  

 

 

Sheriff Jay Jones presented Bid #2022-07 for 20 or more folding AR-type rifles. Sheriff 

Jones said the Sheriff’s Office does all it can to train and educate personnel to do the best job 

they can and best practices on all they do from A-Z.  Sheriff Jones said if they can find an 

innovation that gives an advantage to protect the personnel and more importantly the public, 

they want to take advantage of it.   Sheriff Jones said his department became aware about three 

months ago of a unique design in a folding type of rifle on AR platform. Sheriff Jones said this 

would give his department an advantage over the standard issue long-gun with situations where 

immediate action is required.  Sheriff Jones said out of three bids mailed, two bids were 

returned.  One from Gulf Coast Tactical and the bid from Walter Craig LE Division was a no 

bid.  Sheriff Jones recommended the Commission accept the lone bid received from Gulf Coast 

Tactical in the amount of $42,000.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to award the bid for 20 or more folding AR-type rifles for $42,000 to 

Gulf Coast Tactical.   The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a request to lower the speed limit on Lee 

Road 307 in District 3.  Mr. Hardee recommended to lower the speed limit from its current 45 

mph to 30 mph for the safety of the traveling public and to allow the Highway Department to 

erect the appropriate signs on the roadway. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to decrease the speed limit on Lee Road 307 from 45 mph to 30 mph.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
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Next, Mr. Hardee presented a final plat approval for Gentry-Lee Road 37 Subdivision 

located in District 5.  Mr. Hardee said the subdivision would create nine lots currently fronting 

Lee Road 37 with no new streets or proposed infrastructure. Mr. Hardee said he was seeking 

approval for the plat as it had been reviewed by staff and meets the subdivision regulations. 

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to approve the final plat for Gentry-Lee Road 37 

Subdivision as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Last, Mr. Hardee also presented final plat approval for Broken Rock Subdivision 

located on Lee Roads 462 and 463 in District 4.   Mr. Hardee said like the previous item, this 

plat would create three lots using existing road frontage with no new infrastructure.  Mr. 

Hardee mentioned that adjacent landowners were notified of each of these plat approvals. 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the final plat 

for Broken Rock Subdivision as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented a change request for the ADEM Signatory Authority. She 

stated that as part of the Beulah Park construction project an ADEM permit was necessary.  

Mrs. Leverette said the county received that permit but as the project is over, the permit needs 

to be terminated. Mrs. Leverette said to do so she must be named as the duly authorized 

representative instead of Roger Rendleman who is currently listed. Commission Ham made the 

motion to approve the change with Commissioner Long seconding. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Ham requested two items to be added to the agenda they are:  1) 

discussion of the Plainview Volunteer Fire Department, and; 2) job description for an 

Appraisal position.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to add Plainview Volunteer Fire 

Department to the agenda for discussion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long 

and passed unanimously.  Next, Commissioner Ham motion a motion to add the job 

description for the Appraisal position to the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Long and passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Ham stated the Plainview Volunteer Fire Department has been 

struggling due to not having a fire chief nor firefighters.  Commissioner Ham said Oak Bowery 

Fire Dept., a neighboring department located in Chambers County has been providing 

additional support but is not able to continue.  Commissioner Ham said the coverage area is 

down to 70 houses due to annexations and district changes.  Commissioner Ham said because 

of these changes the support from the fire fee has been reduced to $3,500 a year which is not 

enough to support a volunteer fire department.  Commissioner Ham said there is no easy short-

term solution for the situation and that due to state law it is difficult for neighboring cities to 
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provide support for those in the unincorporated areas. Commissioner Ham said they are 

working toward a solution with the state legislature, but that route will take time.  

Commissioner Ham said he wanted the Commission to be aware of the situation because 

additional discussion will need to be held with action taken regarding this issue.   No action 

was taken on this item. 

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented a job description for a certified 

mapper/GIS coordinator for her department.  Mrs. Price said the department has not had a 

certified mapper since the retirement of Buddy Webster three years ago; she said she added the 

GIS coordinator component to the position because there is a need for one within the 

department.   The position will be funded by appraisal funds, and said the position is ready for 

advertisement.  Further, Mrs. Price said 87% of the salary will be funded by the state.  

Commissioner LaGrand requested to postpone the vote to allow more time to review the 

position request. No action was taken by the Commission.   

 

 

Judge English thanked Amanda Sides and all the IT staff, Justin Hardee and the 

Highway Department staff; and Jerry Lynch and Building Maintenance staff for their support 

and assistance before and during the Primary Election.  

 

 

At approximately 6:10 p.m. Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, June 13, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham, and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Ham.   Elected Officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  The 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.    

 

 

Vickie Dearing, Director of Rape Counselors of East Alabama, gave a presentation on 

their organization.  Mrs. Dearing said she has been with the organization for 21 years, 

beginning as a volunteer in college.  Mrs. Dearing said their organization provides a 24-hour 

hotline with a staff of three.  The majority of their calls are received between 4:00 pm and 8:00 

am.  Mrs. Dearing said they respond to the hospital, provide clothing to victims, then follow 

them through the process; and they also serve as an outreach service.  Mrs. Dearing said they 

serve five counties which include:  Chambers, Lee, Russell, Tallapoosa, and Macon.  Mrs. 

Dearing stated she is asking the Commission to consider allocating funds to the agency.  Mrs. 

Dearing said they are mainly funded by grants, which are decreasing, and funds are necessary 

to operate.  Commissioner LaGrand stated they have a nice facility and appreciates what the 

organization does for the community.  Judge English thanked Mrs. Dearing for what they do as 

well.   

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee gave an overview of the existing facilities the Highway 

Department operates in daily.  Mr. Hardee said they have various locations across the county 

and will be able to better serve the county once a central facility is constructed.  Mr. Hardee 

stated the Maintenance Shop on Magazine Street was built in 1992 and contains 5 bays 

servicing over 150 units.  He said Unit 1 Camp is located on Alabama Highway 51 which 

entails 1.67 acres with 10 employees reporting there.  The Unit 3 Camp is located on US 

Highway 280/431 on 1.54 acres with 6 employees.  The Engineering Building houses 33 

employees which includes:  1) Building Inspection Department; 2) Environmental Services 

Department including Animal Control, Litter Control and Recycling, and 3) Engineering 

Department.  Mr. Hardee said it is a good facility, but they have just outgrown it.   

Mr. Hardee stated the new Maintenance Shop and Engineering Building will be located 

on 35 acres at the intersection of Williamson Avenue and Society Hill Road.  Mr. Hardee said 

the new Central Facility will be located on approximately 20 acres of the land, which leaves 

the rest for future development.  Mr. Hardee said once complete all highway employees will 

report to the central facility, which Mr. Hardee feels will help with assignment issues.  For 

example, if an employee is absent due to sickness or other reasons, the Highway 

Superintendent will have the ability to move employees where they are most needed, without 

having to pull personnel from other locations across the county as must be done now.  Mr. 

Hardee asked Architect Randy Wilson to give an overview of the new facility.  Mr. Wilson 
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said both the Engineering Building and the Shop Building will be pre-engineered metal 

buildings.  Mr. Wilson said the Engineering Building will be gated, except for the front porch 

area, which will have public access to each department.   Mr. Wilson said they are close to 

being ready to put the project out for bid.  Mr. Wilson said the site work has been done in-

house which he applauded has having been done well.  Mr. Wilson said Harmon Engineering is 

currently adapting the plans to the new prep site work.  Judge English questioned if employees 

could access the building from both Williamson Avenue and Society Hill Road.  Mr. Wilson 

answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Ham questioned the roof construction and 

warranty.  Mr. Wilson stated all the buildings will have a high standing seam metal roof with a 

warranty, which should last many years if installed properly.  Commissioner Ham said the 

standing seam is the best way to go.  Mr. Hardee wished to recognize Assistant County 

Engineer Patrick Harvill for his work on the site and the site clearing, stating credit should be 

given where credit is due; and he has done an outstanding job.      

 

   

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the May 

31 meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Cannon stated the Commission discussed during the work session and at 

the last meeting about allocating the ARPA funds to broadband and the water authorities.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to allocate 58% of the ARPA funds to water and 20% to 

broadband services.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Next, County Administrative Officer Holly Leverette recommended the Commission 

allocate $700,000 for the Beauregard access road out of the $10 million set aside in revenue 

replacement funds from the ARPA fund allocation.  Mrs. Leverette asked the county engineer 

to verify the total cost.  Judge English questioned the length of the road.  Mr. Hardee stated it is 

approximately ½ mile from Lee Road 400 to Lee Road 431 by the new Beauregard Elementary 

School.  Judge English questioned the cost to pave that ½ mile.  Mr. Hardee stated the estimate 

is higher since it includes turn lanes coming off Lee Road 400.  Commissioner Morris made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to allocate $700,000 of the $10 million set aside for 

revenue replacement, for the access road to the Beauregard Park upon verification by the 

county engineer.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English stated at the last meeting he overlooked two ladies at the last meeting 

who had signed in under citizen’s communication but were in attendance to speak on the 
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Gentry-Lee Road 37 Subdivision agenda item.  Judge English stated he had placed the item 

back on the agenda since he did not recognize the two ladies once the item was addressed by 

the Commission. Judge English said he reached out to Commissioner LaGrand since the item 

was in his district to contact them.  Commissioner LaGrand said he reached out to one of the 

ladies, but no further discussion is necessary. 

 

   

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to approve the following Resolution appointing 

Hayley Welch as the B-2 representative on the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board.  

Mrs. Welch is replacing Lucinda Cannon, who is no longer eligible to renew her position at 

term end.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Hayley Welch as 

the B-2 representatives on the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board to serve a six-year 

term from October 1, 2022, to September 30, 2026.      

 

 

Next, Revenue Commissioner Oline Price joined the meeting by Zoom to discuss her 

agenda item, since she was out of town.  Mrs. Price asked the Commission to authorize a 

Senior Mapper/GIS position for the Appraisal Department.  Mrs. Price stated that since Buddy 

Webster retired, the department has been without a certified mapper.  Mrs. Price stated the 

position is fully budgeted and the county will only have to provide 17% of the cost, since the 

rest is paid out of the Appraisal Budget.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to authorize a Senior Mapper/GIS position in the Appraisal Department 

as budgeted.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an educational reimbursement request from Deputy Jared 

Corbett.  Sheriff Jones stated it is for two courses related to his current position, they are:  1) 

Criminology and 2) English Composition 1.  Sheriff Jones stated the necessary paperwork has 

been submitted as required for reimbursement.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the educational reimbursement request as presented for 

Deputy Corbett.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a request from Alabama Power Company to grant an easement to 

for relocation of power lines at the new Maintenance Shop and Engineering Facility.  Mr. 

Hardee said currently a high voltage power line runs diagonally across the middle of the site 

where the new buildings are to be located.  Mr. Hardee said after working with Alabama Power 

Company to find an alternate location for the lines, they have agreed to relocate the power lines 

along the southern and western property line to allow for future development of the property 

with the least amount of conflict with the power lines.  Mr. Hardee asked the Commission to 
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authorize the Chairman to sign the easement allowing Alabama Power Company to relocate the 

power lines.  Judge English questioned if they are transmission lines or distribution lines.  Mr. 

Hardee said he believes they are transmission lines.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Morris to authorize the Chairman to sign the easement granting 

permission to Alabama Power Company to move the power lines.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee stated the Association of County Engineers of Alabama is working with 

Auburn University, ALDOT and others to establish a CDL and Heavy Equipment Training 

Program.  Mr. Hardee introduced Assistant Professor Jorge Reuda, with Auburn University’s 

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering who made a presentation on the new 

training program.  Mr. Reuda said the process to obtain a CDL license has changed, now along 

with taking a written test, a person must also complete driver training from a FMCSA-

approved training provider.  Mr. Reuda said their program will offer the training which will be 

beneficial to the county by providing qualified candidates for open CDL positions.  Mr. Reuda 

said the program will be offered free of charge for two years through grants. Additionally, Mr. 

Hardee said they are requesting the Lee County Highway Department assist with clearing 

approximately 2.9 acres at the National Center for Asphalt Technology (NCAT) facility on Lee 

Road 151 for the proposed training area.  Commissioner Cannon questioned if the county had 

equipment to do the work.   Mr. Hardee answered in the affirmative stating it would take an 

excavator and one crew approximately two weeks to clear and level it out for the future 

training site.  Mr. Hardee said he thinks it is a well-intentioned partnership with Auburn 

University and NCAT.    Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to authorize the Lee County Highway Department to clear and grub the site, as 

presented, at the NCAT facility on Lee Road 151.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented for Commission consideration a five-year lease agreement 

with BancorpSouth Equipment Finance for $1,012,236.50, with a 2.78% interest rate, to lease 

five (5) 2023 Freightliner trucks with knuckle boom loader bodies.   Mrs. Leverette said this 

the second phase of the curbside collection of waste by the county. Commissioner Ham 

questioned the benefits of leasing.  Mr. McDonald said it is a lease to own over five years and 

includes quarterly maintenance on the vehicles. Commissioner LaGrand questioned the 

warranty.   Mr. McDonald stated the trucks carry a five-year warranty and the loaders has a 

four-year warranty.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris 

to authorize County Administrative Officer Holly Leverette to sign the necessary documents 

for the lease agreement with BancorpSouth Equipment Finance.  After a roll-call vote, the 

motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Ham abstaining, due to a business 

conflict.      
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING EXECUTION OF AN CONTRACT WITH        

BANCORPSOUTH EQUIPMENT FINANCE, A DIVISION OF CADENCE BANK 
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WHEREAS, Lee County Commission, the Governing Body (the “Governing Body”) 

of Lee County, Alabama (the “Buyer”), acting for and on the behalf of the Buyer hereby finds, 

determines, and adjudicates as follows:  

1.  The Buyer desires to enter into a Contract with the Delivery of Order and Exhibits 

attached thereto in substantially the same form as attached hereto as Exhibit “A”  

(collectively, the “Contract”) with BancorpSouth Equipment Finance, a division of 

Cadence Bank (the “Seller”), for the purpose of leasing with an option to purchase 

the equipment as described therein for the total cost specified therein (the  

“Equipment”).   

2. It is in the best interest of the public purposes of the Buyer that the Buyer acquire 

the Equipment pursuant to and in accordance with the terms of the Contract; and 

3. It is necessary for Buyer to approve and authorize the Contract.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Governing Body for and on behalf 

of the Buyer as follows: 

Section 1. The Contract and Exhibits attached thereto in substantially the same 

form as attached hereto as Exhibit “A” by and between the Seller and the Buyer is hereby 

approved, and Holly H. Leverette (the “Authorized Officer”) is hereby authorized and directed 

to execute said Contract on behalf of the Buyer.   

Section 2. The Contract is being issued in calendar year 2022. 

Section 3.  Neither any portion of the gross proceeds of the Contract nor the 

Equipment identified to the Contract shall be used (directly or indirectly) in a trade of business 

carried on by any person other than a governmental unit, except for such use as a member of 

the general public. 

Section 4.      No portion of the rental payments identified in the Contract (a) is 

secured, directly or indirectly, by property used or to be used in a trade or business carried on 

by a person other that a governmental unit, except for such use as a member of the general 

public, or by payments in respect of such property; or (b) is to be derived from payments 

(whether or not to Buyer) in respect of property or borrowed money used or to be used for a 

trade or business carried on by any person other than a governmental unit.   

Section 5.  No portion of the gross proceeds of the Contract are used (directly or 

indirectly) to make or finance loans to persons other than governmental units.   

Section 6. The Authorized Officer is further authorized for and on behalf of the 

Governing Body and the Buyer to do all things necessary in furtherance of the obligations of 

the Buyer pursuant to the Contract, including execution and delivery of all other documents 

necessary or appropriate to carry out the transactions contemplated thereby in accordance with 

the terms and provisions thereof. 

Section 7. The Buyer desires to designate the Contract as a “qualified tax-exempt 

obligation” of the Buyer, as defined in Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 

(the “Code”).  The aggregate face amount of all tax-exempt obligations (excluding private 

activity bonds other than qualified 501(c)(3) bonds) issued or to be issued by the Buyer and all 

subordinate entities thereof during the current calendar year is not reasonably expected to 

exceed $10,000,000.  The Buyer and all subordinate entities thereof will not issue or enter into 
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in excess of $10,000,000 of tax-exempt obligations (including the Contract, but excluding 

private activity bonds other than qualified 501(c)(3) bonds) during the current calendar year, 

without first obtaining an opinion of nationally recognized counsel in the area of tax-exempt 

municipal obligations acceptable to the Seller that the designation of the Contract as a 

“qualified tax-exempt obligation” will not be adversely affected.  

 

 

Last, Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented for Commission 

consideration Bulk Waste Pickup Rules and Regulations.  Mr. McDonald said for curbside 

bulk waste, citizens will call and be able to schedule two free pickups per month.  Mr. 

McDonald said he is only asking the Commission to review the rules and regulations, and he 

would present it for Commission consideration at the next meeting.   

 

 

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to add an agenda item concerning the 

upcoming Juneteenth holiday.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried 

unanimously.  Commissioner LaGrand invited everyone to attend a Juneteenth Celebration on 

Sunday, June 19 at Courthouse square.  Commissioner LaGrand said the event will include 

food, vendors, and a performance by American Idol Contestant Kezia “Lady K” Istonia.     

 

 

Judge English asked to add an item to the agenda to discuss an employment issue in the 

Probate Office.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to add 

the item to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge English said the Election 

Manager position has been vacant in his office since December 2021.  Judge English said he 

handled the Primary Election but getting prepared for the run-off has been difficult.  He has 

found someone with over 20 years election experience who started helping this past Friday 

afternoon.  Judge English said Ed Packard was employed with the Secretary of State’s Office 

for over twenty years and is now retired.  Judge English asked the Commission to waive the 

standard policy of hiring through a temporary agency, so he can hire Mr. Packard directly on a 

temporary basis.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to 

authorize Judge English to hire Mr. Packard as Election Manager outside of the standard 

temporary hiring policy.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

At 6:38 p.m. Judge English announced County Attorney Stan Martin stated the 

Commission needed to adjourn into Executive Session on a matter of current litigation.  Mr. 

Martin said Mrs. Leverette needed to attend.  The session should last approximately 15 minutes 

with no action anticipated afterwards.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Upon reconvening at the conclusion of the Executive Session, at approximately 7:05 
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p.m. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to adjourn.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, June 27, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham, and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 

Commissioner Cannon.   News media in attendance:  Opelika-Auburn News reporter John 

West.    

 

 

EMA Director Rita Smith recognized Michael Holden upon receipt of his Basic 

Emergency Manager certification by the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers.  Ms. 

Smith said the certification requires 300 training hours in which specific criteria must be met.  

Judge English congratulated Mr. Holden on behalf of the entire Commission.  Mr. Holden 

thanked the Commission stating it is not about him, but what is best for the county.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the June 8 

Special meeting and the June 13 meeting.  Additionally, announcement was made for two 

positions on the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board and for two positions on the Lee 

County Communications (E911) Board.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald stated a draft copy of the Bulk Waste 

Rules and Regulations was presented at the last meeting for Commission review.  Mr. 

McDonald stated the department is seeking approval and adoption of the rules and regulations 

today.  Mr. McDonald said this is in addition to the weekly curbside pickup and pertains to the 

“on demand” curbside pickup for bulk items.  Commissioner Long questioned where it states 

bulk items must be placed 3 feet from the curb.  Commissioner Long stated on Highway 280, 

where he lives, he would suggest the wording be changed to within 5 feet, instead of 3 feet due 

to the volume of traffic especially in his area.  Commissioner Long stated he is concerned for 

the safety of traveling public with the limbs and debris being too close to roadway.   Mr. 

McDonald stated the reasoning for placing the items 3 feet from the curb is for their trucks to 

access the debris.  Mr. McDonald said he would take a look at this issue.  Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the Bulk Waste Rules and 

Regulations.  The motion carried unanimously.  

    

 

EAMC EMS Operations Manager Austin Bayles and Executive Director of Emergency 

Services Amy Brandon were in attendance requesting an increase in the governmental EMS 
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appropriation for the ambulance service.   Mr. Bayles stated operational and capital expenses 

have increased exponentially over the past few years.  Mr. Bayles said in 2019, 6 ambulances 

were running each day, five of the trucks were 24-hour trucks and one truck was running from 

8 am to 8 pm.  Due to the increase in call volume, currently nine trucks are running each day, 

six of the trucks are 24-hour trucks, one truck runs 8 am to 8 pm, one truck runs 6 am to 2 pm, 

and one truck runs 11 am to 7 pm.  When the increase in ambulances was made, no increase 

was made in the subsidy.  The proposal provides for an increase of 10% operational and 4% 

capital each year for the next three years.    Mr. Bayles stated the increase would be from the 

current subsidy of $345,476; increase to $376,517.20 in 2023; in 2024 increase to 410,522.26; 

and in 2025 increase to $447,781.97; then a reevaluation of the subsidy in 2025.  

Commissioner Long questioned if the chart on the back page is year-to-date from 3/2021 to 

3/2022.  Mr. Bayles answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Long questioned if a possible 

reason of the increase is due to the discontinuance of ambulance service in the Smiths Station 

area.  Mr. Bayles stated the call volume has increased but can’t say for certain that is the 

reason.  Judge English questioned the transport counts; how the two cities’ numbers remain the 

same, but the call volume in Beauregard has almost tripled in the last two years.  Mr. Bayles 

stated the calls have picked up tremendously.  Commissioner Ham stated population in the area 

has not doubled and questioned what he attributes the increase to.  Mr. Bayles said he does not 

have an answer, normally they see trends, but not in this instance.  Judge English said the 

Commission will be working on the budget in the upcoming months and will consider it.  

Commissioner Ham said he would like to look over the information since placed on his desk 

just before the meeting.  Ms. Brandon said the budget has been presented to both the City of 

Opelika and the City of Auburn and both have accepted it.   

  

 

Judge English presented two new ABC license types for Commission action.  Judge 

English said according to the information received there is no limitation on the maximum fee 

amounts.  Judge English stated the food or beverage truck license does not apply to Lee County 

since according to Act 2022-432 it only pertains to Class 1 Municipalities, which is 

Birmingham only.  Act 2022-360 applies to Hospitality Management Program license applies 

for any two-year institution of higher education that has its own campus police department or a 

four-year institution of higher education.  Judge English stated previously on other license fees 

the Commission matched what the State charged.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to charge $1,000, the same as the State charges, for the 

Hospitality Management Program license.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a final plat approval for Creecy Subdivision 

in District 5.  Mr. Hardee said the owner is subdividing one parcel into three separate parcels, 

ranging from 1.6 acres to 7.3 acres, with no new infrastructure.   Mr. Hardee said the 

subdivision meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 

Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated letters were mailed to adjoining landowners the 
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week of June 2, 2022.  Judge English recognized Christine McCuin and Harriette White who 

signed in for the agenda item.  Ms. McCuin said she is concerned that she did not receive prior 

notice before the final approval was presented.  Ms. McCuin questioned the process stating 

prior to the meeting she spoke with Commissioner Cannon and Mr. Hardee who both provided 

answers to some of her concerns.  Ms. McCuin stated the property must have water and septic 

and questioned if adjacent property owners would be notified where those would be placed.  

Mr. Hardee stated verification of the perc test goes to the Lee County Health Department for 

approval or not.  Ms. White questioned if she would be notified of placement of septic tank and 

field lines.  Mr. Hardee stated that would be based on Health Department and he could not 

answer; stating those could be adjacent to her property.  Commissioner Cannon stated there is a 

set-back distance from the property lines.  Mr. Hardee said the area is serviced by Smiths 

Water and Sewer Authority and the Health Department determines that the lot size is sufficient 

for the septic system.  Ms. White further questioned the last time the road was worked, stating 

it has been over 45 years.  Mr. Hardee asked Ms. White for her contact information, and he 

would look into her concerns.  Commissioner LaGrand asked that the item be tabled until the 

next meeting.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented final plat approval for Broken Rock Subdivision, Phase II 

located in District 4.  Mr. Hardee said four lots are being created out of a parent parcel and the 

subdivision meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 

Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated letters were mailed to adjoining landowners the 

week of June 16, 2022.  Mr. Don McWhorter questioned the minimum square footage of the 

homes.  Mr. Hardee stated the county does not have such requirements, that we only look from 

a stormwater standpoint and at minimum lot size.  Mr. Hardee said this approval is to create the 

lots that the developer intends to sell.  Commissioner Long stated he know the developer and 

could ask about the square footage requirement.  Mr. McWhorter asked that he talk with the 

developer.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 

the final plat approval for Broken Rock Subdivision, Phase II.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented final plat approval for Broken Rock Subdivision, Phase III, 

also located in District 4.  Mr. Hardee said this creates three lots out of one parent parcel and 

meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development 

Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated letters were mailed to adjoining landowners the week of June 

16, 2022.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the final plat approval for Broken Rock Subdivision, Phase III.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   
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Next, Mr. Hardee presented an Adopt-a-Mile program request from Mr. Kyle Moseley 

wishing to adopt Lee Road 86, from Lee Road 88 to Lee Road 72.   Commissioner Cannon 

thanked Mr. Moseley for his commitment to keep the roadway clean.  Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve an Adopt-a-Mile application from 

Mr. Kyle Moseley for Lee Road 86.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Last, Mr. Hardee presented an Adopt-a-Mile program request from Ms. Elizabeth 

Chapman wishing to adopt Lee Road 240, from Lee Road 236 to Lee Road 212 to help keep 

litter picked up along the road’s right-of-way.   Commissioner Long thanked Ms. Chapman for 

her commitment.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to 

approve the Adopt-a-Mile application from Ms. Chapman for Lee Road 240.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham made a motion to add an item to the agenda to hear a presentation 

by Point Broadband.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 

unanimously.  Mr. Chad Walter and David Ficken of Point Broadband gave a PowerPoint 

presentation asking the Commission to consider working together to utilize the federal and 

local funds being distributed.  Mr. Ficken stated Point Broadband is a private company 

operating in 8 states with over $80 million in revenues.  Mr. Ficken stated the company liked to 

invest in the community stating that since their headquarters is in Opelika he would like to see 

a partnership formed with Lee County.   Judge English questioned the amount of the State 

ARPA funds available for broadband.  Mr. Ficken stated $180 million, but those funds have 

not been distributed.  Mr. Ficken said his recommendation to the Commission is:  1) decide 

what you want to do; 2) identify key areas of need; 3) analyze findings and determine the mix 

of funding opportunities; and 4) gain community support.  Further, Mr. Ficken said to start 

now, he would like to get together with the Commission to discuss future opportunities.  

Commissioner Ham questioned the timeline for getting fiber to homes to make the dollars go 

as far as possible with emphasis on schools.  Mr. Ficken said ADECA Funds must be spent in a 

two-year timeframe which includes:  1) funding; 2) design; 3) permitting; and 4) scale of the 

project.  Commissioner Morris said he would like to make sure everybody is on the balance 

sheet, because we want it in all areas of the county.  Judge English questioned where the State 

is going to spend its dollars and how to utilize county ARPA funds to get broadband to the 

areas where it is needed.  Commissioner Ham thanked both gentlemen for attending and 

sharing the information, especially the overlay maps of what areas are being addressed.     

 

 

Judge English said the executive session scheduled was cancelled prior to the meeting.  

At approximately 6:03 p.m. Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, July 11, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham, and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Morris.  Elected official in attendance: Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News 

media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter 

John West and WTVM reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 

 

Judge English recognized newly appointed Special Coroner Daniel Sexton.  Judge 

English wanted to make the Commission aware of the appointment.  Mr. Sexton said it was 

due to the sad and unexpected death of Mr. Bill Harris.  Mr. Sexton stated he would like to 

continue to serve the citizens as Mr. Harris served them.  Mr. Sexton stated he and the 

remaining deputy coroner will continue to fulfill the duties of the Coroner’s Office as Mr. 

Harris did. 

 

 

Dream Day Foundation representative Marion Sankey gave a presentation about the 

organization before the Commission.  Mrs. Sankey first thanked the Commission for the 

opportunity to appear and to ask for Commission monetary support of their organization.   Mrs. 

Sankey stated the program empowers the youth of Lee County.  Mrs. Sankey stated they serve 

approximately 80-100 young people each year.  Mrs. Sankey said the non-profit organization 

was established in 2009 and said she would like to see that the programs continue for the 

young people in the community.  Further, she stated the organization has given over $50,000 in 

scholarships.  Last, Mrs. Sankey invited the Commission to come to their event held at the 

Opelika Performing Arts center each January on Martin Luther King Day.  Mrs. Sankey 

encouraged the Commission to call her with any questions about the organization. 

 

 

Terry Young was unable to attend the meeting on the agenda item concerning potential 

savings on inmate medical expenses, and Commissioner Cannon asked that it be carried over to 

the next agenda. 

  

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris as President of the Alabama Association of 

Public Personnel Administrators (AAPPA) Chapter announced the Alabama Chapter received 

the International Public Management – Human Resources (IPMA-HR) Southern Region 2022 

Dayna Petete Outstanding Chapter Award.  Ms. Norris stated the award recognizes chapters 

within the Southern Region who have demonstrated excellence in the achievement of IPMA 

goals, objectives, and program initiatives.  Ms. Norris stated she was able to attend the Annual 

Conference which was held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and thanked the Commission for the 
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opportunity, but noted that her travel was provided by the organization and not Lee County.   

Commissioner LaGrand thanked her for a job well done.      

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the June 

27 meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee again presented the final plat approval for Creecy 

Subdivision in District 5.  As stated at the last meeting, Mr. Hardee said the subdivision meets 

the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  

Judge English recognized Christine McCuin who signed in for this item.  Ms. McCuin said she 

previously talked to the Lee County Highway Department and the Lee County Health 

Department.  Ms. McCuin said the only thing that could stop it is when the Health Department 

does the perc test.  Ms. McCuin said her understanding is that the perc test and the sewage tank 

will go in and that the lines cannot get on her property and that they must be within a few feet 

of the house.  Ms. McCuin said she talked with Mr. Hardee about the roads, stating they need 

to be refurbished, especially if additional homes are being built, then good roads are needed.  

Commissioner LaGrand stated he talked with the surveyor who is in attendance tonight.  The 

surveyor said he is working with the property owner Ms. Creecy, who lives in Louisiana, and is 

subdividing it for her nieces and a nephew.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned if the nephew 

will be building for a home for low rent income.  He said it is his understanding the nephew is 

going to put a house on the property, but he does not get into their business to ask what they 

are building.  Judge English stated that once the final plat is approved by the Commission, it is 

outside the scope of the Commission to ask how it will be utilized after approval.  

Commissioner LaGrand asked the surveyor to inquire on that question.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned the acreage of the lots.  The surveyor said one lot is approximately 1¾ acre, one is 7 

acres, and the middle lot is 1½ acres.  Judge English questioned if there was a motion to be 

made.  No action was taken by the Commission.    

 

 

Mr. Hardee said the item concerning Lee Road 196 should be removed because the 

petition had been withdrawn.   

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette stated the Commission needs to appoint a 

representative to the ACCA’s Legislative Committee.  Commissioner Cannon stated he was the 

representative for 2020-2021.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion to nominate 

Commissioner Morris as the representative, and Commissioner Morris agreed to serve.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  
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Next, Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to appoint a representative to the IAC’s 

Operations Council. Mrs. Leverette said each member county gets a representative on the 

council.  Mrs. Leverette said they consist mainly of county administrators but a few 

Commissioners have been appointed.   No action was taken by the Commission.   

 

 

Parks Director Ryan Norris presented a request for revisions to the current rental 

agreement.  Mr. Norris stated he experimented with these changes recently with a travel ball 

team at the Beulah Park on June 25 and 26.  Mr. Norris stated he talked with the AO Tourism 

Bureau who suggested the revisions, especially on the fees section.  Mr. Norris stated they 

suggested field rental fees and a maintenance charge associated with it and to have the 

Recreation Association handling concessions.  Judge English questioned if the field fees should 

be paid prior to the competition, then questioned what happens if they are not paid.  Mr. Norris 

said they would probably not allow the team to use the fields for a period of time if they did 

not pay the required fees.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Morris to approve revisions to the Lee County Parks Rental Agreement as presented.   The 

motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

At approximately 5:37 p.m. Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn. The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in Special Meeting for an executive session at 

the Courthouse in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, July 25, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. to discuss a matter of 

litigation with our attorneys via Zoom.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Robert Ham, and Richard 

LaGrand.  Absent:  Commissioner Gary Long.     

                                                                                                   

             

Judge English opened the meeting stating the following to remain in the chamber:  

County Attorney Stan Martin, Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette and County 

Engineer Justin Hardee.  Judge English stated the session may last 30-40 minutes and formal 

action is not anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to adjourn into executive session.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

At approximately 4:55 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to adjourn the Special Meeting and go into the regularly scheduled 

Commission meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR MEETING, JULY 25, 2022 

 

 

 

1 

The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, July 25, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Robert Ham, and Richard LaGrand.  Absent:  

Commissioner Gary Long.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Judge English.  Elected officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Loachapoka Mayor 

Holder, and Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News media in attendance:  The 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West and WTVM 

reporter Amaya Graham.    

 

 

Millennium Risk Managers (MRM) President Terry Young spoke to the Commission of 

his company’s ability to potentially save the county money on inmate medical services.  Mr. 

Young stated Commissioner Cannon invited him to speak on the potential savings.  Mr. Young 

stated he met last week with Sheriff Jones and Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette 

discussing the potential savings.  Mr. Young stated his business is a claims processer which 

provides discounted services through a number of providers in the state.  Mr. Young stated 

they have contracts with over 13,000 medical providers in the State, but do not have one with 

East Alabama Medical Center.  He stated MRM is the largest claims processor in the state next 

to Blue Cross/Blue Shield. Mr. Young stated his company provides service to about 15 

Alabama counties.  Mr. Young explained the process, whereby the offsite bill goes to MRM, 

they scrub the bill, comparing rates with their contract, stating on average their fee is about 

15% of the amount saved, or can be a flat fee.  Mr. Young stated the savings depends on the 

bill, depends on the patient, and depends on the treatment provided.  Mr. Young said even 

though they do not currently have a contract with EAMC, there are potential savings through 

his company since they have agreements with other providers.  Mr. Young stated a sample 

contract is included in the packet provided to the Commission.       

 

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented Benefits and Payroll Coordinator 

Martecia Rogers with two certifications she recently completed.  One, as an Alabama Certified 

Payroll Specialist and one for an Alabama Certified Risk Management Specialist from the 

Alabama Association of Public Personnel Administrators.  Ms. Norris said Ms. Rogers is one 

of two certified risk management specialists employed with the county.     

        

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the July 11 

meeting.  First reading of Dr. Stephen Lock and Wayne Alderman to the East Alabama Health 

Care Authority Board was made.  First reading of Sheriff Jay Jones and Austin Bayles to the 

Lee County Communications (E911) Board was made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The 
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motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee again presented final plat approval for Creecy 

Subdivision on Lee Road 140 in District 5.  As stated previously, the subdivision meets the 

minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations. Mr. 

Hardee said there is no new infrastructure with the development.  Commissioner LaGrand said 

after talking with the citizens who appeared at the last two meetings and with the developer, he 

is ready to take action on the item.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the final plat for Creecy Subdivision as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette asked the Commission to appoint a 

representative to the IAC Operations Council.  Mrs. Leverette said she has been informed the 

committee will hold quarterly meetings with the first meeting being held August 11 in 

Montgomery.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion to appoint Judge English as the 

representative to the IAC Operations Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Morris and carried unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones discussed the results of Bid #2022-08 for 45 or more Watchguard V300 

wearable cameras.  Sheriff Jones explained that his department personnel utilize body cameras 

in the jail and by the school resource officers, but currently patrol deputies only have in-car 

cameras, which are limited.  Sheriff Jones said the Sheriff’s Office is the only local agency that 

does not have this technology, mainly because it is an expensive proposition, and he wants to 

be sure to get the best equipment for his office.  Sheriff Jones stated that two bids were 

returned, from Axon and Motorola Solutions, but neither vendor met bid specifications.  

Sheriff Jones recommended the bids be rejected and rebid at a later date.  Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to reject Bid #2022-08 for 45 or more 

Watchguard V300 wearable cameras and rebid later.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented two educational reimbursement requests for Deputies Jared 

Corbett and Vintel Thomas.  Sheriff Jones said the courses directly relate to their current 

positions.  Judge English pointed out that Deputy Corbett was slightly injured recently on a 

mental health call.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

approve the two educational reimbursement requests as presented by Sheriff Jones.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   
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Judge English stated newly appointed Special Coroner Daniel Sexton requested County 

Attorney Stan Martin review an agreement for body transport services, which was executed by 

former Coroner Bill Harris.  Judge English said Mr. Martin works at the direction of the 

Commission and they would have to authorize the request.   Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to authorize Mr. Martin review the agreement as 

requested by Special Coroner Daniel Sexton.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English presented the results of the six-month evaluation for Mrs. Leverette.  

Each member completed an eighteen question evaluation form anonymously with a rating scale 

of 1-5 and then Judge English tallied the results and gave a summary copy to each 

Commissioner and Mrs. Leverette.  Mrs. Leverette provided a response letter to each 

Commissioner and asked for her letter to be included with her evaluation.  Further, Mrs. 

Leverette said overall she was happy with the evaluation, but strives to do better.  Mrs. 

Leverette said she needs Commission feedback to make improvements and asked each 

Commissioner to call her or reach out to her with suggestions.   

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented the following Resolution concerning a one-time lump sum 

payment for retirees.  Mrs. Leverette said the total cost to fund the one-time payment is 

$80,062.00.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

approve the following Resolution to grant the one-time lump sum payment to eligible retirees 

and beneficiaries of deceased retirees.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

   RESOLUTION ACT 2022-229 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Lee County Commission through its governing authority, 

elects to come under the provisions of Section 2 of Act 229 of the Regular Session of the 2022 

Legislature.    

The Lee County Commission agrees to provide all funds necessary to the Employees’ 

Retirement System to cover the cost of the one-time lump sum payment as provided for by this 

Act for those eligible retirees and beneficiaries of deceased retirees of the Lee County 

Commission with the aforementioned lump sum payment being paid in October 2022.    

 

 

Last, Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to allocate a portion of the revenue 

replacement funds for the parking lot lighting at both the Beulah and Beauregard Parks.  Mrs. 

Leverette said due to concerns received from citizens and Commissioners about the safety at 

the parks she recommends approval.  Mrs. Leverette said the quote received for the lighting 

totals $105,000 noting the project must be bid.  Commissioner Ham concurred that lighting is 

needed at both parks and said it was discussed from the beginning, but funds were limited at 

that time.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he recently discussed the necessity of lighting with 
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the Recreation Board.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to allocate a portion of the revenue replacement funds for lighting at the Beauregard 

Park and the Beulah Park.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

 

Judge English announced the Commission needs to adjourn into executive session on a 

personnel matter.  Judge English said the following need to attend:  Attorney Stan Martin, 

Attorney Robbie Hyde, and Erica Norris.  Judge English stated the session is anticipated to last 

approximately 20-30 minutes and official action may be anticipated following.  At 

approximately 5:44 p.m. Commissioner Ham made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously. 

 

 

Upon reconvening the Executive Session at 6:30 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion to deny the grievance appeal submitted on July 12, 2022, by Erica Norris.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried on a vote of 3-1 with Commissioner 

LaGrand voting “No”.  

     

 

At approximately 6:30 p.m. Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, August 8, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long and Richard LaGrand.  

Absent:  Commissioner Robert Ham.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an 

invocation by Commissioner Long.  Elected officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News 

media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter 

John West and WTVM reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 

 

Girls STEPS Inc., founder Tiffany Gibson made a presentation regarding that 

organization and provided the Commission with an update on how its funds were allocated last 

year. Accomplishments include having 19 girls become CPR certified; held a camp for middle-

school aged girls; as well as conducted workshops on healthy relationships, mental health, goal 

setting and planning. The organization has served more than 600 youth through its various 

programs and partnerships. Girls STEPS, Inc. will be hosting an informational session on 

August 20 at the Opelika Public Library for persons interested in becoming a part of the 

program. Future endeavors for the organization include the continuation of a mother-daughter 

dinner and father-daughter brunch, a career expo for girls, after-school programs, entrepreneur 

program as well as the purchase of two vans. Commissioner LaGrand commended Ms. Gibson 

on the program and what it has accomplished.     

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald provided an update on the curbside 

transition. He stated that in the five months that Arrow has been collecting curbside carts, it has 

done a great job taking care of the citizens and has been quick to respond to issues. The 

department now has the equipment needed to begin providing curbside bulk collection. Signs 

were put up a week ago at the five sites that are scheduled to close a week from today, on 

August 15.  Mr. McDonald stated they are starting on the western end of the county in the 

Roxanna, Loachapoka and Auburn areas. Once closed, customers in those areas will transition 

to a curbside bulk collection service, and the department will move to the next phase and start 

posting signs and closing sites in another area. He stated currently they are working on training 

employees to operate the new equipment, stating it’s a slow process but going well. 

 

 

   Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their 

packets included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the 

special meeting and of the regular meeting on July 25.  Commissioner Cannon moved for 

approval with Commissioner LaGrand seconding. The motion passed on a 3-0-1 vote with 

Commissioner Long abstaining due to his absence at the last meeting.  
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Under old business, second reading of Dr. Stephen Lock and Wayne Alderman to the 

East Alabama Health Care Authority Board was made.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following Resolution. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Dr. Stephen Lock 

and Wayne Alderman to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board to each serve a six-

year term from October 1, 2022 to September 30, 2028. 

 

 

Second reading of Sheriff Jay Jones and Austin Bayles to the Lee County 

Communications (E911) Board was made.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the following Resolution on the appointments.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Sheriff Jay Jones 

and appoints Austin Bayles to the Lee County Communications (E911) District Board to each 

serve a four-year term ending July 24, 2026.   

 

 

 Commissioner Cannon brought up for discussion a change order for the EMA building 

project. On a recent tour of the building under construction, Commissioner Cannon asked why 

certain parts of the building were not being completed; he stated he was told by EMA Director 

Rita Smith those items were not included in the budget for the project. Commissioner Cannon 

asked Ms. Smith for a cost estimate for the unfinished projects and discussed the matter with 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette. Mrs. Leverette stated the funds were not in this 

year’s budget but could be included in next year’s budget.  Commissioner Cannon stated his 

concern was that the contractor was currently on-site and if he left and had to come back, it 

may cost more.  Mrs. Leverette stated that in conversations with her predecessor that the 

project was planned based on the priorities specified by EMA, which is why areas of the 

downstairs portion were not budgeted for since there was never enough money to do all the 

projects.  Mrs. Leverette said it was her feeling and in conversations with Ms. Smith that it is 

important to complete those areas and she would look at putting it into next year’s budget to 

finish that portion.  She said that due to supply chain issues, the contractor now will have time 

before the overall project is completed. Mrs. Leverette reached out to the architect, who 

reached out to the contractor, and they have found a way to still complete the project. As 

discussed previously, it would be in next year’s budget to complete the areas not included in 

the original scope using a change order. Mrs. Leverette said she would like to move forward 

with the project in that manner as she feels it is the more fiscally responsible way.  In addition, 

there is still $527,000 in already existing project costs that has not had a funding source 

earmarked yet, and that a money source will have to be identified as the project completes. 

Judge English asked if it was that much over budget, but the real answer is no, that it is just 
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that much under-funded.  Commissioner Morris stated he was fine with timing the money in 

next year’s budget, noting he is in full support of finishing the building to bring the other areas 

up-to-date.  Commissioner Morris said that it's a lot of money, but it is only $130,000 on a 

million-dollar project and he would like to see the county finish it. Ms. Smith provided the 

Commission with a cost estimate of $156,208.19 which included furnishings she wanted to 

complete the project.  After much discussion on the cost amounts for the change order and 

overall project budget due to cost overruns, Commissioner Long said he did not see another 

choice other than waiting to allocate funds in next year’s budget.  Commissioner Cannon said 

this was the reason he wanted to begin the discussion tonight. No action was taken by the 

Commission on the matter. 

 

 

Judge English said he asked Commissioner Morris to attend the Lee-Russell Council of 

Government’s most recent meeting. The Commission seat on that body had previously been 

held by Commissioners Johnny Lawrence and Sarah Brown, but it has been vacant since then.  

Judge English said Commissioner Morris holds the more “urban” seat, and that the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization deals with urban development, so he asked that 

commissioner if he would be interested in serving and Commissioner Morris said yes. A 

motion was made by Commissioner Cannon, seconded by Commissioner Long to appoint 

Commissioner Morris to the LRCOG and MPO Boards of Directors. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the annual Rebuild Alabama Act update 

regarding the County Transportation Plan. He stated the Highway Department is asking the 

Commission to consider the plan for approval at its next meeting, tonight is just for review and 

consideration. He said these are the roads the department is interested in using Rebuild 

Alabama funds.  Mr. Hardee stated that three miles of the roads were carried over from this last 

year that unfortunately were not able to be done because rising asphalt prices. The first seven 

roads are in Sessions subdivision in the southeastern portion of the county and they will be 

looking to move forward with those in next set of funds.  Mr. Hardee said the roads listed do 

not include roads the county will be working on with its local funding or planned projects for 

next year.  Mr. Hardee said part of the Rebuild Alabama Act includes the transparency of 

having the plan publicized and must be adopted by the August 31 deadline. 

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented the next item which is a request from the Beauregard Fire 

Department to construct a building pad for their storm shelter. Mr. Hardee said the department 

reached out and asked if the county could assist them in constructing a building pad for a 

community storm shelter.  The pad will be located next to the new fire station on Alabama 

Highway 51 just north of US Highway 80 in the Marvyn community.  Mr. Hardee said the 

Commission previously approved for the Highway Department to construct the building pad 
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for the fire station itself.   The community safe room will be 20 feet long, 8 feet wide and 8 feet 

high and they are asking for a 20ft x 40ft pad to be constructed on property owned by the fire 

department.  Mr. Hardee said they have been in discussion with the Beauregard Fire 

Department to utilize the new pad to also house a portable classroom building which would be 

used as a polling place in Marvyn.  Judge English stated if that is possible, it would allow them 

to leave the building hooked up and would prevent Jerry Lynch from constantly having to hook 

up a generator, water, and greywater each election, and would provide better parking and ADA 

access. Mr. Hardee said in those discussions the Fire Department expressed its willingness to 

allow that to happen; and in exchange the department could also utilize the building for 

training, etc., when it is not in use as a polling location. When asked by Commissioner Cannon 

how long construction would take Mr. Hardee said it would take one crew about a week. 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to authorize the 

Highway Department to construct the building pad as described for the Beauregard Volunteer 

Fire Department. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Mr. McDonald presented an amendment to the contract of the county’s solid waste 

disposal contract. He stated the renewal would allow for the continued disposal of the county’s 

solid waste at the transfer station in Opelika. The contact is for a two-year term which would 

put it in line to renew at the same time as the contact for solid waste collection and transport. 

Judge English stated he hoped when the cart contract comes up for renewal that it will be the 

same timing as the disposal contract, which would allow them to be put out as a single bid 

rather than separate bids.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve the amendment to contract for the disposal of solid waste with GFL 

Environmental Inc. ending at midnight on February 28, 2025. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

  AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT FOR DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE 

 

This Amendment to the Contract for Disposal of Solid Waste dated March 7, 2014 

between GFL Environmental Inc., a corporation (the “Service Provider”), and Lee County, 

Alabama, a political subdivision of the State of Alabama (the “User”).  This Amendment is 

dated the 8th day of August 2022 with an effective date of February 28, 2023.   

    WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, Advanced Disposal Services Alabama, LLC and the User entered into a 

Contract for Disposal of Solid Waste on March 7, 2014;  

WHEREAS, said Contract was amended by Amendment dated July 29, 2019 with an 

effective date of March 1, 2020;  

WHEREAS, the Contract dated March 7, 2014 was assigned to Waste Management, 

Inc., which later assigned the Contract to GFL Environmental Inc., which is the current Service 

Provider, on October 30, 2020; 

WHEREAS, the Service Provider owns and operates the transfer station in Opelika, 

Lee County, Alabama; 
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WHEREAS, the current term ends February 28, 2023 and both parties wish to renew 

the contract;  

WHEREAS, the User requests that the renewal be for a term of two (2) years to put the 

term of said Contract in line with the term of its Contract for Residential Solid Waste 

Collection and Transport.  Both parties agree for the renewal to be for two (2) years with an 

end date of midnight on February 28, 2025; 

WHEREAS, both parties want future renewal terms of the Contract to be for three (3) 

year periods; and  

WHEREAS, both parties want the previous terms and conditions of the Contract dated 

March 7, 2014 and the Amendment dated July 29, 2019 to remain in full force and effect, 

except that this current renewal shall end at midnight on February 28, 2025.   

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual grants and covenants contained 

herein, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is 

hereby acknowledged, the Service Provider and the User agree as follows: 

1. The parties have properly notified each other of their intention to renew the 

Contract dated March 7, 2014, as amended on July 29, 2019, and the parties waive 

any claim of any sort that such intention was not given by mutual written consent at 

least one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the end of the current term of the 

Contract, being February 28, 2023.   

2. The Contract renewal period for this next renewal shall be for two (2) years, that is 

from February 28, 2023 until midnight on February 28, 2025. 

3. Any successive renewal terms of the Contract, that is, after February 28, 2025, shall 

be for three (3) years.  

4. All other terms and conditions of the Contract dated March 7, 2014, as amended on 

July 29, 2019, shall remain in full force and effect, except that this next renewal of 

the Contract shall be for two (2) years. 

5. This Amendment was approved by the Lee County Commission in its regular 

meeting on August 8, 2022, and the Chairman of the Lee County Commission, Bill 

English, was authorized to execute this Amendment on behalf of the User.  John 

Goodspeed is the Region VP for the Service Provider, and he is fully authorized to 

execute this Amendment on behalf of the Service Provider.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Service Provider and the User have caused this 

Amendment to Contract for Disposal of Solid Waste to be executed by their duty authorized 

representatives as of the date first written above.   

 

 

Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to set the following dates for budget work 

sessions, immediately following the regularly scheduled meetings on August 29 and September 

12, and at 5:00 p.m. on September 13 and September 15. Commissioner Cannon made the 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the dates as requested.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  
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Judge English said the Executive Session was cancelled prior to the meeting due to a 

scheduling conflict.   

 

 

At approximately 5:56 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner LaGrand and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, August 29, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge 

Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert 

Ham and Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation 

by Commissioner Ham.  Elected officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue 

Commissioner Oline Price and Special Coroner Daniel Sexton.  News media in attendance:  

Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.    

 

 

Special Coroner Daniel Sexton recognized Bill Harris and his staff.  Coroner Sexton 

recognized the family of Bill Harris and asked former Deputy Coroner Gene Manning to 

present a plaque to Christy Harris and family members to commemorate Bill Harris’ 24 years 

of service to the Lee County Coroner’s Office and the citizens of Lee County.   

Next, Mr. Sexton recognized Gene Manning for his 24 years of service as Deputy 

Coroner and over 40+ years of public service in Lee County with the Opelika Fire Department.  

Mr. Sexton thanked Mr. Manning by presenting him with a plaque, displaying his badge, and 

thanked him for his dedicated service. 

Next, Mr. Sexton recognized Charlotte Patterson for her 14 years of dedicated service 

in the Coroner’s Office and 25+ years serving the citizens of Lee County with EMS and the 

Opelika Fire Department.   

Last, Judge English read a Resolution honoring Bill Harris’ 24 years of service as the 

Lee County Coroner prior to his untimely passing on June 29, 2022.  Judge English thanked 

the family for their attendance.   

 

 

East Alabama Health Center Chief Financial Officer Sam Price and Executive Vice 

President Greg Nichols made a presentation before the Commission requesting funding of $6 

million from the American Rescue Plan Act.  Mr. Price stated that the unprecedented pandemic 

took a toll on the hospital’s cash reserves.  Mr. Price said in 2020 they received $28 million 

from the Federal Government, but in 2021 those funds began drying up.  In July 2022 the 

hospital had a shortfall of $36.5 million and the $6 million will help fill some of the holes to 

“shore up” their reserves.  

Mr. Nichols provided the details of the request, which includes finishing their chillers 

project, which began in 2020 and is still in progress, which will increase capacity and improve 

services costing over $9 million.  Also upgrades to procedure rooms, operating rooms and cath 

labs of over $3 million.  After more discussion, Commissioner LaGrand questioned how they 

arrived at a shortfall of $36 million.  Mr. Price answered from their cash reserves, they had $36 

million less than before, and must remain profitable to keep moving forward.  Commissioner 

LaGrand questioned the loss of $36 million in two years.  Mr. Price affirmed stating in 2021 

they about a loss of $15-$16 million and this year a loss of about $20-$21 million.  

Commissioner Ham questioned how much they have in reserves.  Mr. Price stated $160 million 
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but they owe $90 million.   Mr. Price explained that the level of reserves is divided by the days 

of cash on hand, after which their debt of around $90 million must be taken into account.  Mr. 

Price said the hospital spends approximately $1.4 million every day to operate, which means 

their reserve would allow them to continue to stay in business for about 70 days.  Mr. Price 

said they like to stay up to date in their operations, which includes adding new equipment, 

which is quite expensive, and to stay ahead they must continue building new facilities.  Mr. 

Price stated they currently are A rated and they are trying to keep that rating.   Commissioner 

Morris asked from whom they had requested funds.  Mr. Price said they had asked for funds 

from everybody they could.  He said the City of Auburn had committed $3.2 million, the City 

of Opelika committed $1.3 million, and they also are seeking more funding from FEMA. 

Next, Emergency Transport Director Austin Bayles and Emergency Dept. Executive 

Director Amy Brandon requested a 10% operational increase and a 4% capital increase for the 

ambulance service.  The Commission had no questions for Mr. Bayles.    

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette updated the Commission on a broadband 

survey to be conducted by IAC.  Mrs. Leverette stated the Commission has identified the 

expansion of broadband services as a critical need and plans to utilize a portion of its American 

Rescue Plan Act funds.  As a member of the Investing in Alabama Counties (IAC) program, 

the Commission is able to access customized assistance, expertise, guidance, and 

implementation resources for the expenditure of the funds.  As a part of the service provided to 

the county, the IAC is providing a comprehensive broadband study and project analysis for the 

county facilitated by Sain Associates.  The study will compile FCC data, county GIS data, 

information provided by broadband providers, and results from a public survey to analyze gaps 

or needs in broadband coverage.  Sain Associates will provide a complete feasibility study and 

project analysis of options to improve broadband access in Lee County and ways that ARPA 

funds can be used to accomplish these goals.  Mrs. Leverette provided an information sheet 

outlining the survey process as well as a projected timeline for the Commission’s review.  

Judge English said he saw a report in the news about $26.6 million in ADECA broadband 

grants just awarded, but none were allocated for service in Lee County.     

 

 

Parks Director Ryan Norris updated the Commission on the progress of the Loachapoka 

Community Park design.  Mr. Norris presented Phase 1 which includes a parking lot, a 

pavilion, improvements to the walking trail and fencing along the southern border from the 

railroad.  Mr. Norris stated this is just a concept as discussed with Commissioner LaGrand.   

The estimate presented totals $691,675.  Commissioner LaGrand stated the Commission has 

procrastinated on the Loachapoka Park for a long time and asked that a pavilion be built and 

then go from there.   Mr. Norris stated there is one issue that has to be addressed and it is that 

the land is owned by the Town of Loachapoka, not Lee County.  Mr. Norris stated he has 

reached out to Mayor Holder but has received no response.   Commissioner LaGrand said he 

would like to see dirt moved.  Mr. Norris again stated the request must come from the Town of 
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Loachapoka.  Judge English questioned if the $691,000 is in anyone’s budget.  Commissioner 

LaGrand said there is approximately $288,000 in the Loachapoka Recreation Fund that can be 

used. Mr. Norris said it is his understanding that the Commission is only assisting in 

developing the park.   Judge English said his understanding of the allocation for recreation is 

that half of the funds are distributed to each of the four school districts equally and the 

remaining half is allocated to the four based on student population.  Commissioner Cannon 

questioned if there were any funds from Beauregard or Beulah that could be utilized for the 

Loachapoka Park.  Mrs. Leverette said the county could go ahead with an architect for 

permanent design, instead of just a conceptual design.   Commissioner Cannon questioned if a 

request is needed from Mayor Holder before moving forward.  He also questioned if Mr. 

Hardee to look to see if there is anything the Highway Department could do in-house.  Judge 

English asked Mr. Hardee if he had seen the estimate of construction costs, and the answer was 

no.  Commissioner LaGrand once again stated he would like to see a pavilion and benches 

erected.  Mr. Norris suggested that the mayor and the local townspeople need to consider 

working with a local contractor who may be willing to give of their time and talent to build at 

the park.  No action was taken by the Commission. 

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the special 

meeting and of the regular meeting on August 8.  Also, an additional listing of claims awaiting 

Commission approval were presented.  Judge English noted they were mainly invoices for fuel.  

Commissioner Cannon moved for approval with Commissioner LaGrand seconding. The 

motion passed on a 3-0-1 vote with Commissioner Long abstaining due to his absence at the 

last meeting.  

 

 

Under old business, County Engineer Justin Hardee presented information at the last 

meeting on the Rebuild Alabama Act and the County Transportation Plan.  Mr. Hardee is 

asking the Commission to take action on the plan tonight.  Mr. Hardee stated these are the 

roads the department is interested in utilizing Rebuild Alabama funds.  Mr. Hardee said the 

roads listed do not include roads the county will be working on with its local funding or 

planned projects for next year.  Mr. Hardee said part of the Rebuild Alabama Act includes the 

transparency of having the plan publicized, but which must be adopted by an August 31 

deadline.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

approve the Rebuild Alabama Act and County Transportation Plan as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented information concerning the allocation of ARPA Funds to the 

water authorities.  Mrs. Leverette stated five water authorities submitted requests totaling more 

than $24 million with one of those from Wall Street Water submitting only one project totaling 
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$175,000.00.  Mrs. Leverette stated requests totaling $12,737,005.00 were submitted to the 

IAC for possible consideration and approval.  Mrs. Leverette recommended the Commission 

allocate the funds to the four larger water authorities with a set base amount of $2 million each 

plus an additional amount based on the number of meters each water utility services throughout 

Lee County.  Additionally, for the smallest water authority a base amount equivalent to its 

funding request.  A proposed allocation includes base amounts totaling $8,175,000 and a 

service allocation of $4.56 million for Commission consideration.  Commissioner Cannon said 

he felt this allocation was a fair way to do it.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion to approve 

the allocations to the water authorities as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Long for discussion.  Commissioner Ham recognized Chairman Lamar Sims of 

the Beulah Utilities in attendance and questioned his opinion on the allocation.  Mr. Sims 

stated he appreciated everything that was being done for the water authorities and he felt it was 

a fair allocation.  After vote taken, the motion passed unanimously.     

 

 

Ms. Sherrie Duke appeared before the Commission asking the county to waive attorney 

fees for a nuisance violation concerning property, she and her sister Lisa Bailey own.   Ms. 

Duke said that the trailers on the property were not abandoned, they have an appraised value of 

$6,600, but she concedes they have outlived their useful life.  Ms. Duke said prior to the 

lawsuit filed by the county, the trailers were not visible from Lee Road 380, there was no 

public outcry, only a complaint by one individual.  Ms. Duke stated since she lives out of town 

it has been difficult, saying she has been working diligently to get help in removing the debris 

since being issued the violation. Ms. Duke said several factors led to delays, including COVID 

and rising fuel and oil prices.  Ms. Duke said everything is in compliance now, saying the only 

thing in dispute are the attorney fees.  Once again, she asked the Commission to consider 

waiving the attorney fees.  Judge English recognized Captain Chris Wallace to see if he would 

like to respond.  Captain Wallace stated the Sheriff’s Office had been lenient stating the initial 

complaint was received in November 2020.  Captain Wallace said he talked with Ms. Duke and 

afterwards it was hard to get in contact with her.  Then Captain Wallace said he worked with 

County Attorney Stan Martin to send a notice and received confirmation on April 3, 2021.  

Again, he stated he tried to contact her by phone and email without success.  In September 

2021 the Commission voted to pursue the matter in court.  Captain Wallace stated the property 

has been cleaned up, but he feels she should pay the court costs and attorney fees due to her 

lack of response and slow progress.  No action was taken by the Commission.   

 

 

Kaylene Travers was not in attendance on the Lee Road 2071 issues.   

 

 

Judge English asked the Commission to consider nominating a Commission member to 

the Mid-South RC&D Council to replace Commissioner Sheila Eckman.  Commissioner 

Cannon volunteered to serve.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 
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Commissioner LaGrand to appoint Commissioner Cannon as the Commission appointee to the 

Mid-South RC& D Council.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented an engagement letter with Maynard, 

Cooper, and Gale to represent the Revenue Commissioner’s Office and Lee County for 

property valuation issues.  Mrs. Price stated she has used the firm in the past with successful 

results.    Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

authorize Mrs. Price to sign the engagement letter with Maynard, Cooper and Gale as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an educational reimbursement request for Deputy Jared Corbett.  

Sheriff Jones said the class directly relates to his current position.  Commissioner Morris made 

a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the educational reimbursement 

request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented two special event retail license applications from B & B 

Beverage Management for Commission consideration.  Sheriff Jones stated it is for one-day 

events to be held on September 20 and November 15, 2022.    Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion to approve the following Resolutions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Morris and carried unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a special retail 

license for B & B Beverage Management for two one-day events to be held on September 20, 

2022 and November 15, 2022.  The events with be held at Twenty One Acres located at 5505 

Lee Road 137, Auburn, Alabama.   

 

 

Next, Sheriff Jones presented a retail beer license application for Cusseta Travel Center 

located in District 4.  Sheriff Jones said no objections were received for the transfer of the 

license.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

following Resolution approving the retail beer license application for Cusseta Travel Center.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer 

license for the Cusseta Travel Center located at 5495 County Road 388, Cusseta, Alabama.  

 

 

Last, Sheriff Jones presented a lounge retail liquor license application for Cheers 

Liquors located in District 4.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted regarding the 

transfer of this license.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 
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to approve the following Resolution approving a lounge retail liquor license for Cheers 

Liquors. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the lounge retail 

liquor license for Cheers Liquors located at 5495 County Road 388 Suite A, Cusseta, Alabama.    

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented the results of Bid #2022-09 for in-car cameras and Bid #2022-

10 for body worn cameras.  Sheriff Jones stated on Bid #2022-09 three bids were returned and 

for Bid #2022-10 only two bids were returned.  Sheriff Jones stated the results of the total 

camera program received from Axon totals $195,511.64, Motorola Solutions totals 

$187,576.83 and Digital Alley totals $170,838.00, but no bid was submitted the body cameras.  

Sheriff Jones stated that while Axon is the lowest bidder on Bid #2022-10, Motorola is the 

lowest for the total camera package, and the Motorola equipment is compatible with their 

current server and software, while the Axon system is not.  Sheriff Jones recommended the 

Commission award the bids to Motorola Solutions for a total of $187,576.83 on Bid #2022-09 

and Bid #2022-10 for the total camera system.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to award Bid #2022-09 for 12 or more Watchguard digital 

in-car video systems and Bid #2022-10 for 45 or more Watchguard wearable cameras to 

Motorola Solutions for the total package cost of $187,576.83.  The motion carried 

unanimously.     

    

 

Judge English said County Attorney Stan Martin indicated the Commission needs to 

adjourn into Executive Session on a personnel matter.   Those who should attend are Mr. 

Martin and Attorney Robbie Hyde.  The session is estimated to last approximately 30 minutes 

and formal action is possible at the conclusion.  At approximately 6:45 p.m., Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to adjourn into Executive Session.  

The motion carried unanimously.    

At the conclusion of the Executive Session at approximately 7:15, Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon, to set a special called Commission 

meeting on Tuesday, September 6, at 5:00 p.m. on a personnel matter.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Upon the conclusion of the Executive Session, at approximately 7:17 p.m., 

Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in a Special Meeting at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter in an 

executive session.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with 

the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and 

Commissioners Doug Cannon, Robert Ham, and Richard LaGrand.  Present by Zoom:  

Commissioner Gary Long.    Commissioner Ross Morris arrived approximately 15-20 minutes 

late. 

                                                                                                   

             

Judge English opened the Special Meeting stating Attorney Robbie Hyde indicated the 

following to remain in the chamber for the executive session:  Human Resources Director 

Erica Norris, Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette, County Attorney Stan Martin, and 

Court Reporter Madison Brinkman.  Judge English stated the session is expected to last 

between 30 minutes to an hour and formal action may be possible at the conclusion.   

 

Ms. Norris asked if the Executive Session will be recorded.  Judge English stated this is 

a hearing on the material delivered to Ms. Norris on the morning of August 30 and will be 

taken down by a court reporter.   Ms. Norris questioned if the court reporter’s notes would be 

available.  Judge English answered that the court reporter was there to take it down, but that it 

would not be reproduced or distributed to anyone, unless determined necessary in the future.  

She asked if it would be available if subpoenaed by an attorney and he answered in the 

affirmative.   

 

Then, Ms. Norris stated she had a meeting and needed to leave by 5:30 p.m.; Judge 

English stated she could go first.  At approximately 5:05, Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to adjourn into executive session.  The motion carried 

unanimously.     

 

At the conclusion of the Executive Session at approximately 6:20 p.m., Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to terminate Erica Norris effective 

tonight.  The motion carried on a vote of 2-1-1 with Commissioners Cannon and Ham voting 

“Yes” and Commissioner LaGrand voting “No”.  Out of an abundance of caution, 

Commissioner Morris abstained due to his late arrival, and Commissioner Long did not vote 

because he was not present in person, just observing via Zoom. 

 

At approximately 6:18 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to adjourn the Special Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, September 12, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 

Commissioner Cannon.  Elected officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue 

Commissioner Oline Price, Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder and Loachapoka Town Council 

member Pat Conover.  News media in attendance:  Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.  

  

 

Judge English asked the Commission to move the section for Presentations and Other 

Recognitions to the end of the agenda to allow the representative from the Attorney General’s 

Office to make his request concerning the Opioid lawsuit settlement.  The Commission agreed.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the regular 

meeting on August 29 and of the special meeting on September 6, 2022. Commissioner 

Cannon moved for approval.  Commissioner Ham seconded. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Chief Deputy Attorney General Clay Crenshaw, Deputy Attorney General Michael 

Dean, Attorney Christy Crow, and Attorney Ron Jones of the Beasley-Allen Law Firm were in 

attendance.  Chief Deputy AG Crenshaw explained that the Opioid lawsuit had been settled, 

with payment of $141 million from McKesson toward the state’s efforts to combat the opioid 

crisis and $72 million from Johnson and Johnson.  Mr. Crenshaw appeared to ask the 

Commission to authorize the Chairman to sign off on the Opioid lawsuit settlement agreements 

emailed to him.  Mr. Crenshaw said since the case has been settled with some of the defendants 

on behalf of the State and its subdivisions, one of the requirements of the settlement is that all 

non-litigating subdivisions over 10,000 people sign off on the agreement.  Judge English asked 

why the State entered a settlement requiring Lee County to sign without any discussion with 

Lee County.  Judge English stated the reason he has not signed the agreement is that Lee 

County is not a party to the litigation, but the agreement waives a lot of future rights of Lee 

County, and he felt it was not in the best interest of the county.  Judge English questioned the 

clause to waive future rights of the county.  Mr. Crenshaw explained that Lee County had been 

approached, but the county chose not to join in the lawsuit.  He stated that the county could 

join in their other litigation if they choose to.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he is supportive 

of Lee County receiving funds, questioning if it will be divided among 67 counties.  Mr. 

Crenshaw said it will be divided amongst the 65 counties that are plaintiffs, since Lee and 

Winston counties chose not to participate.  Judge English clarified that the Commission as a 

body decided not to join.  Commissioner Ham questioned if Lee County will receive any 

benefits.  Attorney Crow stated the abatement funds will benefit the residents of Lee County 
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and law enforcement.  Commissioner Ham stated he would like for us to sign the agreements if 

they benefit our neighboring counties.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreements as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented an Adopt-A-Mile Application from Cynthia 

Rogers.  Mr. Hardee said they want to adopt one (1) mile of Lee Road 86, in Commission 

District 4.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the Adopt-A-Mile application as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

County Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented a request to allocate a portion 

of the funds from the American Rescue Plan Revenue Replacement funds for two items.  Mrs. 

Leverette said this will come from the $10 million set aside for revenue replacement, which 

has less restrictive guidelines.  Mrs. Leverette said the two initiatives have been discussed as 

areas the Commission would like to see utilized by these funds, they are:  1) allocate an 

additional $500,000 to the Environmental Services Department to help offset additional 

expenses incurred due to the significant volume increases at the collection sites during the 

pandemic in 2020 and 2021 and the operation of both systems for longer than expected; and 2) 

allocate $250,000 for design and construction of the Loachapoka Park.  The amount for the 

Environmental Services Department would be in addition to the $500,000 previously allocated 

from the revenue replacement funds at the May 31, 2022 Commission meeting.  Commissioner 

Cannon questioned the Loachapoka share of the Recreation fund currently having $300,000.  

Mrs. Leverette said that Parks Director Ryan Norris has asked that all the funds not be utilized 

since the programs in that area utilize funds for other recreation needs.  Mrs. Leverette said that 

$250,000 of the $288,000 available funds are to be set aside for the project. After discussion, 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the 

allocation of $500,000 to Environmental Services Fund 140 and the allocation of $250,000 to 

the Recreation Fund for the Loachapoka Park.  The motion carried unanimously.          

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented a retail beer and retail table wine application from the Quick 

Stop located in District 4.  Sheriff Jones stated there were no objections to the issuance of the 

license.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

following Resolution to grant the license to the Quick Stop.    The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine application for the Quick Stop located at 7717 Alabama Highway 51, Opelika, 

Alabama.    
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Mr. Hardee introduced Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill for presentation of 

the resurfacing program PowerPoint overview.  Mr. Hardee said that the Highway Department 

tries to stretch all the dollars it receives and wanted to give an update on how they utilize those 

funds.  Judge English asked the Commissioners to hold their questions to the end of the 

presentation.  Mr. Harvill said the current county inventory is 108 bridges, 173 miles of dirt 

roads, and 628 miles of paved roads for a total of 801 miles of county-maintained roads.  Those 

roads are all graded according to the same standards as ALDOT grades state roads, and 

Commission policy has been to use resurfacing funds to address the worst roads first.  The total 

resurfacing budget for FY2023 is $3.565 million.  He reminded the Commissioners that the dirt 

road paving policy was suspended in 2010, to try and get the maintenance of our already paved 

roads on a more realistic schedule.  Mr. Harvill explained the different methods used and said 

the Highway Department will begin utilizing less of our funds on a “worst-first” approach, and 

more of the funds on pavement preservation in order to reduce the much more costly major 

reconstruction required if roads are allowed to deteriorate too far.   He said the cost of full 

depth reclamation with cement and asphalt overlay is about $250,000/mile and that road is 

expected to last about 20 years.  That will allow the current budget to resurface about 14.26 

miles this year, putting us on a 44-year resurfacing cycle.   

Mr. Harvill said that 133 miles, or 21%, of county roads are in poor condition, 317 

miles, or 51%, are in fair condition, and 178 miles, or 28%, are in good condition.  Pavement 

preservation options include the “Cape Seal” method, the “scrub seal” method, and “crack 

sealing”.  Utilizing the combination of all four methods will allow the current budget to 

preserve and/or resurface about 54.13 miles this year rather than just 14.26 miles.  Several 

questions were asked about the pros and cons of the various methods and others, including 

“RAP”, or recycled asphalt products, and “chip seal”, or rock and tar.   

Mr. Hardee commended Mr. Harvill on his presentation. Commissioner Cannon said he 

would like to look at additional funding for road paving.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Mr. 

Harvill for the presentation.    

   

 EMA Director Rita Smith gave an update on the final disposition of the FEMA 

individual storm shelter and safe room hazard mitigation grant.  Mrs. Smith stated the funds 

became available upon the Federal Declaration #DR-4419 after the March 3, 2019 tornadoes. 

Mrs. Smith stated out of 118 citizens that applied, 26 withdrew their applications, for various 

reasons, so the program was utilized by 92 citizens who got approved for the grant funds.   

Mrs. Smith explained that of the $35,600 cost to the county for paying for the inspections, her 

office received administration costs from FEMA/AEMA for managing the grants totaling 

$32,207, resulting in a net cost to the county of $3,393, which she said is close to cutting even.  

Mrs. Smith said grant funds are still available and asked interested citizens to call their office 

for additional information.  Mrs. Smith said she hopes no major disaster of this nature will 

occur again in Lee County ever again.      

  

  At approximately 6:20 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adjourn into a budget work session.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, September 26, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill 

English, Chairman, and Commissioners Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard 

LaGrand.  Absent: Doug Cannon.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an 

invocation by Commissioner Morris.  Elected officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones and 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News media in attendance:  The Observer reporter Hannah 

Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.    

 

 

Commissioner LaGrand gave an update on the Loachapoka Park.  Commissioner 

LaGrand was excited to share that six park benches have been placed around the park.  Pictures 

of the benches were displayed on the monitors so attendees could view them.  Commissioner 

LaGrand thanked fellow Commissioners, Mr. Hardee and Parks Director Ryan Norris for getting 

this done so timely.  Commissioner LaGrand said local cancer survivor Belinda Jackson is 

organizing a Relay for Life cancer walk will be held from 7 a.m. to noon this Saturday at the 

Loachapoka Park.  Commissioner LaGrand said the benches will be put to good use during that 

event.     

 

 

EMA Director Rita Smith introduced Jefferson County EMA Director Jim Coker and 

Chris Tate who were in attendance to make a presentation to Austin Jones and Steven Holden to 

thank them for helping Jefferson County EMA during the World Games.   The two were 

presented a set of medals from the World Games.  Mr. Coker said this is in recognition of the 

agency’s mutual aid, which is very important amongst the agencies.  Mr. Coker said the event 

trained over 1,600 responders.  Mr. Coker thanked Lee County for allowing them to assist in the 

event.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. Jones and Mr. Holden for their participation.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham asked to add an agenda item be added in celebration of Mrs. Mary 

Nell’s 100th birthday on October 9, 2022.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner LaGrand 

and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham asked that the Commission recognize Mrs. Mary 

Nell’s achievement with a certificate or something.  Judge English said the Lee-Russell Council 

of Governments has a recognition program honoring these type milestones.  Commissioner Ham 

said since she is a Lee County resident, he would like the Commission to recognize the 

achievement.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to present a certificate to recognize the 100th 

Birthday of Mrs. Mary Nell, a Lee County resident.   The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the meeting 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. MEETING, SEPT. 26, 2022 

 

 

 

2 

on September 12, 2022.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented the following Resolutions for 

Commission consideration.  Mrs. Leverette said the Resolutions relate to the American Rescue 

Plan Act. The first Resolution adopts the Policies and Procedures for providing assistance to 

nonprofits in utilizing the funds.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand authorizing the Chairman to sign the following Resolution.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF IMPLEMENTATION  

            POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO  

               NONPROFITS USING AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS  

 

WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has received American Rescue Plan Act 

state and local fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such 

funds are expended in accordance with state and federal law; and 

 

WHEREAS, under the Final Rule published by the U. S. Department of Treasury dated Jan. 

6, 2022, the County may use ARPA funds to provide financial assistance to nonprofit entities to 

mitigate financial hardship caused by the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 603(c)(3) of the American Rescue Plan Act, PL 117-2, March 11, 

2021, 135 Stat 4, the County may transfer ARPA funds to nonprofit entities; and 

 

WHEREAS, consistent with state law, the County may provide funds to non-profit entities if 

that entity serves a public purpose, i.e., that award to the entity would confer a direct benefit to a 

significant portion of the community that addresses the negative public health or economic 

impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and that providing this benefit to the public is within the 

County’s state statutory or constitutional authority.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION as 

follows:  

 

The County shall implement any project to provide assistance to nonprofit entities using 

ARPA funds in accordance with the implementation policies and procedures set forth in 

Addendum 1 to this Resolution, the provisions of which are fully adopted and incorporated 

herein by reference.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to be 

executed in its name on its behalf by its Chairman on the 26th day of September 2022.   
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The second Resolution presented, authorizes the allocation of ARPA Funds for grants to 

eligible nonprofit entities.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Ham authorizing the Chairman to sign the following Resolution.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

  RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ALLOCATION OF AMERICAN 

   RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS FOR GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT ENTITIES 

 

  WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (“the County”) has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

expended in accordance with state and federal law; and  

 

  WHEREAS, under the Final Rule published by the United States Department of 

Treasury dated Jan. 6, 2022, the County may use ARPA funds to provide direct financial 

assistance to nonprofit entities to mitigate financial hardship caused by the COVID-19 pandemic; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to 603(c)(3) of the American Rescue Plan Act, PL 117-2, March 

11, 2021, 135 Stat 4, the County may transfer ARPA funds to nonprofit entities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (“the Commission”) has determined that 

appropriating ARPA funds to provide grants to eligible nonprofit entities is a necessary, eligible, 

reasonable, and lawful use of these funds to the extent this use would serve a public purpose by 

conferring a direct benefit to a significant portion of the community that addresses the negative 

public health or economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and that providing this benefit to 

the public is within the County’s state statutory or constitutional authority; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the County previously made an ARPA funding application available to 

interested organizations on October 1, 2021; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in response to the application, the County received 23 applications; and  

 

 WHEREAS, additional information is needed from each of these organizations to 

determine eligibility under ARPA terms and conditions and state constitutional law. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows: 

 

1) The County shall take all necessary steps to determine the eligibility of nonprofit 

entities in accordance with the applicable implementation policies and procedures 

adopted by this Commission by resolution on September 26, 2022, (“Implementation 

Policies and Procedures”), the provisions of which are fully adopted and incorporated 

herein by reference.    
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2) The Administrator Holly Leverette is hereby directed to provide a second notice of 

funding opportunity (“Second Notice of Funding Opportunity”) as provided in 

Exhibit A to this Resolution to the entities that previously submitted an application.   

3) Nonprofit entities seeking funding assistance must submit an application, included as 

Exhibit B to this Resolution, on or before November 30, 2022, to be further 

considered for assistance.   

4) In implementing this grant program, the designated ARPA Program Director is 

responsible for ensuring compliance with the Implementation Policies and Procedures 

and the requirements set forth in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.  

5) ARPA Funds will not be obligated or expended for any grant to a nonprofit prior to 

the Commission’s adoption of a resolution authorizing the expenditure of ARPA 

funds for grants to successful applicants and the acceptance by successful applicants 

of the terms and conditions of the funding.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to be 

executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on the 26th day of September 

2022.   

 

 

  Next, Mrs. Leverette presented EMA building change orders for Commission 

consideration.  Mrs. Leverette said discussions during the August 8 meeting and during the 

budget work sessions on September 14, 2022 indicated the Commission wanted to move forward 

with the additional change orders requested for the EMA building project.   Mrs. Leverette said 

upon review of the current budget and as the budget year closes it is feasible to move forward 

with the change orders.  Mrs. Leverette said the items have been verified with Architect Randy 

Wilson.  Mrs. Leverette said the contractor is at a point where he is waiting on a few items to be 

completed beyond his control which will allow him time to go ahead and begin work on the 

change order items.  Mrs. Leverette noted that the furnishing needs of the building totaling 

$37,380.19 will be included in the FY2023 capital improvement fund per Commission approval.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the change 

orders totaling ??? from the FY2023 budget.  The motion carried unanimously.   

        

 

 

  Environmental Services Director John McDonald gave a solid waste update.  Mr. 

McDonald said the department continues to phase out the dumpster sites with an additional four 

locations being closed in this phase.  Mr. McDonald said last month 850 tons were collected at 

dumpster sites and from August 16 through last Friday ( September 23) 9.75 tons have been 

collected in the same area through the bulk pickup process.  Mr. McDonald said the next closure 

includes the sites at Highway 51, Lee Roads 39, 166 and 175.  Additionally, he said the last 

remaining sites will be closing the week of November 7, that is the two sites in Smiths Station on 

Lee Road 240 and Highway 280 at Lee Road 249, which are the two largest sites.  Judge English 
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reiterated that by December there will be no longer be any dumpster sites, only curbside carts 

and bulk pickup collection.  Mr. McDonald affirmed.  Commissioner Ham questioned if citizens 

are being notified of the closures.  Mr. McDonald stated advertising begins at the dumpster sites 

at least two weeks ahead of closure and is placed on the county’s website.  Commissioner Ham 

thanked Mr. McDonald for all he does for the county.   

 

 

 Heath Corbett appeared before the Commission to discuss his experience in reporting a 

public nuisance complaint.  Mr. Corbett stated it began on June 30, 2021 when he contacted 

Commissioner LaGrand and presented pictures and the address of the nuisance.  Mr. Corbett said 

on August 14, 2021 Commissioner LaGrand told him there was nothing the county could do, but 

that he would need to get a lawyer and sue the property owner.  Mr. Corbett said on May 6, 2022 

he contacted Commissioner Long to see if he could assist with his nuisance complaint.  Mr. 

Corbett said Commissioner Long said he would send the address of the nuisance to John 

McDonald and Captain Chris Wallace, since it was a function of the Sheriff’s Office.  Mr. 

Corbett said the area of the county he lives in is in need of help with public nuisance and keeping 

the area clean.  Mr. Corbett said he is embarrassed to have company at his house because they 

always question what is happening at the house down the street.   Mr. Corbett said the issue has 

been ignored for over a year and multiple neighbors have complained about kids going back and 

forth between the two houses.  Mr. Corbett again said the residents in his area would like to see it 

as nice as Opelika and Beauregard.  Commissioner LaGrand said he would like to accept 

responsibility and would like to figure out what to do before he leaves office in November.  Mr. 

Corbett said if he continues to have the same issues, he will reach out again, but understands it 

will take some time to address it.  He had further discussion with representatives of the Sheriff’s 

Office after the public comments.    

 

 

 Sheriff Jay Jones presented two education reimbursement requests.  Sheriff Jones stated the 

paperwork presented by Deputy Shawn McDevitt and Deputy Ben Causland applies to their 

current positions in the Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Jones recommended approval of the educational 

reimbursement request for the two deputies.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the two educational reimbursement requests as presented by 

Sheriff Jones.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Revenue Commissioner Oline Price stated the 2021 Legislative Session passed an 

amendment to the Code of Alabama Title 40 to recover from personal property insolvents.  Mrs. 

Price said they are the most difficult to recover, but now there is a mechanism which will allow 

her to send all the business licensing agents in the county and in the cities notices that until the 

insolvents are paid, they are not eligible to sell them a business license.  Commissioner Ham 

agreed that they are hard to appraise the value.   Mrs. Price agreed especially with big 

companies.  Commissioner Ham questioned if the business will be notified once by mail.  Mrs. 
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Price said they will receive several notices and that there is no right of redemption on personal 

property, stating if she picks up a piece of equipment and sells it, there is no right of redemption.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to authorize Revenue 

Commissioner Oline Price to send the list of insolvents to business licensing agents according to 

Act 2021-452.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following results on Bids #2022-11 to #2022-

17 for the Highway Department’s Annual Maintenance bids and extensions for Commission 

consideration.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to award 

Bids #2022-11 to #2022-17 as follows.  The motion carried unanimously.   

   

FY2022-2023 Highway Maintenance Bids:  

Bid#2022-11 - Bales of Grass Hay --------------------------------------Reject and Negotiate 

Bid#2022-12 - Gasoline & Diesel Fuel------------------------------Petroleum Traders Corp.  

     R.K. Allen Oil Co., Inc.  

Bid#2022-13 - Geotextiles-(SE Regional)--------------------------------Reject and Negotiate 

Bid#2022-14 - Grader Cutting Edges------------------------------Tractor & Equipment Co. 

              Valk Manufacturing Company               

Bid#2022-15 - Maintenance Stone -----------------Wadley Crushed Stone Company, LLC  

Bid#2022-16 - Plant Cold Mix--------------------------------------------Reject and Negotiate 

Bid#2022-17 - Ready Mix Concrete---------------------------------------- No Bids Received  

 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to award the 

following bid extensions as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

The following vendor was awarded a one (1) year extension period on the bid as stated in 

the bid under Section 2.1:  

First Extension (FY 2021-2022) 

Bid #12 - Emulsified Asphalt-----------------------------Ergon Asphalt and Emulsions, Inc. 

Bid #15 - Maintenance Stone--------------------------------------Vulcan Materials Company 

           Wadley Crushed Stone Company, LLC 

Bid #16 - Picked up at the Plant Bituminous Treatment—East Alabama Paving Co., Inc. 

Bid #18 - Tied Concrete Block Erosion Control Materials-------Southern Pipe & Supply  

 

Second Extension (FY 2020-2021) 

Bid #09 - Emulsified Asphalt-----------------------------Ergon Asphalt and Emulsions, Inc. 

        

   

  Next, Mr. McDonald discussed garbage fee billing guidelines and payment options.  Mr. 

McDonald said no action is necessary tonight but wanted to give the Commission an opportunity 

to review and discuss it.  Commissioner Ham asked if there was an option to pay with PayPal.  
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Mr. McDonald said he would check with the company to see if they offer that option.  Mr. 

McDonald said it is probably limited to the type of software they utilized.  Commissioner Morris 

questioned that there was not an option to pay monthly.  Mr. McDonald concurred stating right 

now they only offer annual or quarterly payments.  Judge English explained if a customer does 

not pay quarterly, then the cart will be picked up and the customer will then pay a redelivery fee 

for the cart.  Mr. McDonald concurred.  Commissioner Ham questioned exemptions of people on 

Social Security.  Judge English said the exemptions are specified by Code of Alabama.      

 

  

  Mr. McDonald presented the results of the RFP for Animal Control Services.  Mr. 

McDonald stated out of 22 requests for proposals mailed, only one was returned for animal 

impoundment and related services.  Mr. McDonald said the agreement includes a price of 

$185.70, an increase of $19.90/per animal.  Mr. McDonald said a price increase was anticipated 

in preparations for the upcoming budget and the requested budget covers the increase.  Mr. 

McDonald asked the Commission to approve the Agreement from October 1, 2022 until 

September 30, 2023 with Animal Health Center/Opelika Animal Hospital.   Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to authorize the Chairman to sign the 

agreement as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

 Governmental Relations/Safety Manager Wendy Swann presented the ACCA’s Safety 

Incentive Discount Program verification form for Commission approval.  Mrs. Swann stated all 

necessary requirements to qualify for SIDP discounts have been met for the current year.  Mrs. 

Swann requested the Commission authorize the Chairman to sign the verification form as 

presented.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to authorize 

the Chairman to sign the necessary paperwork for the ACCA’s Safety Incentive verification form 

for the current year.   The motion carried unanimously.    Judge English thanked Mrs. Swann.   

 

 

 Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to consider setting work session dates to discuss 

FY 2022-2023 outside appropriations.  Mrs. Leverette proposed the dates of October 11 

immediately following the regularly scheduled Commission meeting and at 5:00 p.m. on October 

12.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to set the work 

sessions as mentioned.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

 Last, Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented the FY2022-2023 Budget 

for Commission consideration.  Mrs. Leverette said she and former County Administrator Roger 

Rendleman had worked together on the budget preparations.  The total proposed budgeted 

revenues total $58,338,567 compared to last year’s $53,348,362.  The overall projected revenue 

increase is 9.35% more than last year.  The total proposed budgeted expenditures are 

$66,838,457 compared to last year’s $59,888,120.  The overall projected expenditure increase is 
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11.61% more than last year.    

Fiscal Year 2022 - 2023  
County Commission Proposed Budget  

    Operating   

    Transfers Increase/  
Commission Funds Carryover** Revenues Expenditures In / (Out) (Decrease)  

       

                  General Fund 855,484  41,040,032  34,710,450  (7,185,066) 0   

                  SRO 416,246  1,339,354  1,755,600   0   

                  Recreation 836,778  1,319,500  1,888,139  (268,139) 0   

         

General Fund - Total 2,108,508  43,698,886  38,354,189  (7,453,205) 0   

         

       Gasoline Tax Fund 706,000  2,293,000  7,067,597  4,068,597  0   

       RRR Gasoline Tax Fund 313,445  3,036,000  3,349,445   0   

       Rebuild Alabama Act Fund 2,554,157  2,006,000  4,560,157   0   

       Federal Aid Exchange Fund 395,843  400,600  796,443   0   

         

Highway - Total 3,969,445  7,735,600  15,773,642  4,068,597  0   

       

Reappraisal Fund 921,043  1,338,567  2,259,610   0   

Refuse Disposal Fund 1,109,802  3,662,800  6,378,086  1,605,484  0   

Capital Improvement Fund 311,392  728,500  1,039,892   0   

Judicial Facilities Fund 79,700  460,800  90,500  (450,000) 0   

Capital Projects Fund     0   

        

         Operational 8,499,890  57,625,153  63,895,919  (2,229,124) 0   

Debt Service        

2004/12 Debt Service - Jail Expansion  713,414  1,294,125  580,711  0   

2010/19 Debt Service - Bridge Program   541,800  541,800  0   

2013 Debt Service - Justice Center Expansion  621,263  621,263  0   

2018 Debt Service - Recreation & Facilities  485,350  485,350  0   

       

        Total County Commission Funds: 8,499,890  58,338,567  66,838,457  0  0   

          

  ** = Funds available above restricted, reserved and designated fund balances for one-time expenditures like capital equipment or projects  
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Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the 

FY2022-2023 Budget as presented by Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to amend the 

County’s Pay Plan by a 5.75% Cost Of Living Adjustment effective October 8, 2022 for all 

eligible county employees.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to adjust the Lee 

County Coroner’s pay to $36,000 annually and the Chief Deputy Coroner’s pay to $18,000 

annually effective October 1, 2022.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to budget a total 

of $1.45 million for outside appropriations for Fiscal Year 2023, including the airport runway 

safety zone expansion.  Specific amounts for each entity will be determined in the near future, 

with a total not to exceed $1.45 million.  

 

 

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to authorize 

the Chairman to execute funding agreements to support the Auburn University Airport safety 

zone expansion project in the total amount of $500,000, to be paid over a five-year period 

through annual payments in the amount of $50,000 to the City of Opelika and $50,000 to the 

City of Auburn.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize 

granting merit raises for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 based upon the employee annual evaluations, as 

follows:   

• The employee must obtain a minimum a “Meets Expectations” for up to a 2.0% 

increase 

• The employee must obtain at minimum a “Exceeds Expectations” for up to a 3.0% 

increase 

• The employee must obtain at minimum a “Consistently Exceeds Expectations” for up 

to 4.0% increase 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

  

  At approximately 6:20 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adjourn into a budget work session.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Tuesday, October 11, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Judge English.   

News media in attendance:   Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  minutes of the meeting on September 26, 2022.  Prior to the meeting, an email 

containing the listings of claims and procurement card transactions was sent to each 

Commissioner and a printed copy was placed on each desk prior to the meeting for their review.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the consent 

agenda items and the listing of claims and procurement card transactions as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Under old business, Captain Chris Wallace asked the Commission to authorize Sheriff 

Jones to sign the agreement for medical bill repricing services for detention services with 

Millennium Risk Managers, LLC.  Captain Wallace stated Sheriff Jones and detention staff have 

met with representatives from the company and have reviewed the agreement and would like to 

proceed.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize 

Sheriff Jones to sign the agreement with Millennium Risk Managers, LLC for medical bill 

repricing services for a three-year term from November 1, 2022 until October 31, 2025.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented garbage fee billing 

guidelines for Commission consideration and adoption.  Mr. McDonald said the fee billing 

guidelines incorporated the comments and suggestions submitted at the last meeting.  The billing 

guidelines outline payment terms, payment method options, new account set-up, delinquent 

accounts, and exemptions.  Mr. McDonald stated the guidelines are necessary since the 

Environmental Services Department will be billing the garbage fee rather than the Revenue 

Commissioner.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

approve the garbage fee billing guidelines as presented for the Environmental Services 

Department to follow for the new billing process.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Under new business, Commissioner Morris presented the following resolution supporting 

Amendments 2 and 7 concerning broadband expansion.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the Resolution as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.     
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     RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County Commission stands in favor of Amendment 2 and Amendment 

7 to the Alabama Constitution, which will promote broadband expansion and economic 

development, respectively. 

 

  WHEREAS, citizens across the state are urged to vote “Yes” on Amendment 2 and 

Amendment 7 on Election Day, November 8, 2022. 

 

 WHEREAS, Amendment 2 would authorize state and local governments to use certain 

public funds to incentivize broadband expansion, most notably in the rural and underserved areas 

of the state. 

 

 WHEREAS, Amendment 7 makes several necessary technical changes to local 

governments’ economic development powers-the most important of which is clarifying that all 

counties may exercise these powers, regardless of whether they also have a local constitutional 

amendment pertaining to economic development. 

 

  WHEREAS, Amendment 2 and Amendment 7 will each greatly benefit this county and 

state by prioritizing broadband expansion and economic development as we progress further 

into an era in which economic and technological stability are critical.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it 

expresses its resolute support of Amendments 2 and 7 to the Alabama Constitution and any other 

legislation or policy modeled similarly.   

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented a lease agreement renewal with 

the City of Smiths Station for office space at the Smiths Station Government Center.  Mrs. 

Leverette stated the agreement is for the office space utilized by the Revenue Commissioner’s 

Office, the Probate Office and the Sheriff’s Office.  Mrs. Leverette said the renewal contains a 

5% increase which is due to increased utility costs.  The three-year agreement runs from 

December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2025.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to authorize Judge English to sign the lease agreement renewal as presented.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented a funding request for the Benefits Fair on November 8.  Mrs. 

Leverette requested the use of contingency funds up to $700 for the purchase of prepackaged 

food items and any other needed supplies for the event.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to allocate up to $700 from the contingency fund for the 

upcoming benefits fair.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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 Captain Wallace presented a retail beer and retail table wine license application from 

Spring Villa Grocery in District 4.  Captain Wallace said no objections were received on the 

transfer of the license.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 

to approve the following Resolution to approve the license application for Spring Villa Grocery.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the transfer of the 

retail beer and table wine license for Spring Villa Grocery located at 45 Lee Road 166, Opelika, 

Alabama.      

 

  

  At approximately 5:15 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to adjourn into a work session on outside appropriations.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Tuesday, October 31, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Long.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Revenue Commissioner Oline Price and Loachapoka 

Mayor Ricky Holder.     News media in attendance:   Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.   

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald gave an update on the closure of the 

last two disposal sites in east Lee County and gave an update on curbside bulk pickup.  Mr. 

McDonald said the last two disposal sites, one on Lee Road 240 and one on US Highway 280E, 

will be closing the week of November 7.  The closure date has been posted at the sites and on the 

county website.  Mr. McDonald said currently the department is running three boom truck routes 

along with one smaller truck, after the closure of the last two sites, they will begin running four 

boom truck routes.  Judge English questioned if they are still seeing a decrease in the tonnage 

rates.  Mr. McDonald answered in the affirmative.   

 

 

Next, Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented a request for a possible 

ADECA grant amendment if the Commission agrees.  Mrs. Leverette asked the Commission to 

consider amending the ADECA grant for an equipment purchase for automated CPR devices for 

all the volunteer fire departments except Smiths Station Fire and Rescue, who already purchased 

the equipment through COVID-19 funds.  The purchase would include eight automated CPR 

devices, along with two trainer devices.  Mrs. Leverette asked if the Commission would like to 

proceed, if so, saying Mrs. Swann will work with ADECA and Lee-Russell Council of 

Governments to expedite the process since the equipment would have to be ordered and received 

by the February 1 deadline.  Commissioner Cannon questioned how long it would take to receive 

the equipment.  Mrs. Swann stated once approved it would take a few weeks.  Commissioner 

Long questioned if there is any reason to wait.  Mrs. Leverette said no, but a Resolution would 

need to be prepared and presented for Commission approval at the next meeting.  Additionally, 

Mrs. Leverette said there still will be a money left after the equipment purchase and she 

suggested giving it to the East Alabama Food Bank if the Commission agreed; stating this is a 

good time to give with the upcoming holidays.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham stated he has served on the Commission for 12 wonderful years and 

wished to thank the staff, the public and fellow commissioners for their professionalism and 

friendship.  Commissioner Long said even though he and Commissioner Ham agreed to disagree 

over the years, he thanked Commissioner Ham for his involvement in spearheading the railroad 

crossing issue with the crossing devices being placed near Smiths Station High School.  

Commissioner Long said that if Commissioner Ham had not stepped up, it would have taken a 
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lot longer for the crossing devices to be installed.  Judge English thanked Commissioner Ham for 

his service and thanked Commissioner LaGrand, the newest serving Commissioner, who is 

leaving also.  Commissioner LaGrand said he is feeling the love tonight, stating it was a privilege 

and an honor to work with his fellow Commissioners and the citizens of Lee County.  

Commissioner LaGrand took the time to thank his beautiful wife Katie LaGrand and for the 

opportunity to work with his son Richie LaGrand, former Chief Appraiser.   

 

  

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the meeting 

on October 11, 2022.   Announcement was made for openings on the following Boards:  1) one 

opening on the Beulah Utilities Board; 2) two openings on the Lee County Youth Development 

Board; and 3) two openings on the Lee County Recreation Board one representative from 

District 2 and one representative from District 4.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

 

Under old business, Judge English discussed the necessity of engaging legal counsel for 

the Lee County Planning Commission.  County Attorney Stan Martin said that Tutt Barrett has 

agreed to represent the Lee County Planning Commission in case a situation arises where there is 

a conflict of interest between the Lee County Commission and the Planning Commission.   

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to engage Attorney 

Tutt Barrett as legal counsel for the Lee County Planning Commission.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Under new business, Carolyn Hunter appeared to discuss litter in the Loachapoka area.  

Ms. Hunter stated she has lived in the community for 15 years noting that litter has been a 

chronic problem in her area.  Ms. Hunter stated she drove the dirt roads of Loachapoka and was 

pleased to see that one area of concern had been cleaned up.  Ms. Hunter also thanked whoever 

was responsible for the grooming of the dirt roads, saying they had done a great job.   Ms. Hunter 

also asked if the letters concerning curbside collection be sent out once again so that the message 

can get out to all the citizens.  Lastly, Ms. Hunter said she has seen recent improvements with the 

litter situation and thanked Commissioner LaGrand.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Ms. 

Hunter for her help in picking up litter in the Loachapoka community.  Judge English questioned 

Mr. McDonald on how much litter his crews picked up last week.  Mr. McDonald stated the crew 

picked up 22 bags of litter along Lee Road 4 and another 13 bags of trash along Lee Road 393.    
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Judge English asked the Commission to approve the following release of liability and 

waiver of claims for voting precincts prepared by Mr. Martin.  Judge English reported that the 

Sportsman’s Outpost was requesting one so the facility could be used for the November 8 

General Election.  He indicated that there were no others requested at this time but wanted to be 

prepared if another one was called for in the future.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Morris to authorize the Chairman to sign the release of liability and 

claims waiver as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge English reminded everyone 

to vote on Tuesday, November 8, 2022.   

 

 RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS   

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission is the governing body for Lee County, 

Alabama and has the authority to designate a voting place in each ward and precinct within Lee 

County pursuant to Code Section 45-48-111.02 Code of Alabama (1975); and  

 

WHEREAS, an election is set for Tuesday, November 8, 2022, and the Lee County 

Commission has designated certain voting places; and  

 

WHEREAS, ___________________________________ is the owner of real property at  

_____________________________________________, which has been designated as a voting 

place, and _____________________________________ is hereinafter referred to as the 

Released Party; and 

 

  WHEREAS, in consideration of the Released Party allowing the Lee County 

Commission and the election officials to use the real property at __________________________ 

as a voting place, the Lee County Commission has agreed to release the Released Party from any 

liability to the Lee County Commission and to waive any claims against the Released Party. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, the Lee County Commission 

hereby agrees as follows: 

 

1. The Lee County Commission waives, releases, and discharges the Released Party 

from any liability to the Lee County Commission for the use of said real property at  

____________________________________ as a voting place on Tuesday, 

November 8, 2022.   

2. The Lee County Commission in its regular meeting on October 31, 2022 authorized 

its Chairman, Bill English, to execute this Release of Liability and Waiver of Claims. 

3. This Release of Liability and Waiver of Claims shall remain in effect for any future 

elections in which this location is used as a voting place, unless there is a Resolution 

adopted by the Lee County Commission in the future to the contrary, thereby 

rescinding this Release of Liability and Waiver of Claims. 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. MEETING, OCT. 31, 2022 

 

 

 

4 

 Captain Craig Meadows presented an educational reimbursement request for Deputy 

Jared Corbett.  Captain Meadows said the course pertains to his current position.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the educational 

reimbursement request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented an ad valorem tax abatement request for 

ADC200, LLC.  Mrs. Price said the tax abatement is for all state and local noneducational 

property taxes, excluding hospital and dependent children taxes, for a period of up to 10 years.  

Mrs. Price said it is a distribution warehouse located off US Highway 29 South.  Mrs. Price said 

the Commission is the granting authority on the application and must be approved by the 

Commission.  Commissioner Ham questioned the number of employees since the application 

says it will employ 22 people.  Mr. Howard Porter, the developer, stated the facility will start 

with 22 but that number will increase after the initial start-up.  Mrs. Price said the project is a 

$10 million investment in the county.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to approve the following Resolution 1031-2022 for ADC200, LLC for a 

tax abatement for a 10-year period.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

     RESOLUTION 1031-2022 

 

 This Resolution is made this 31st day of October, 2022 by the Lee County Commission 

(the Granting Authority), to grant a tax abatement to ADC200 LLC (the Company).  

 WHEREAS, the Company has announced plans for a new project (the Project), located 

within the jurisdiction of the Granting Authority; and  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Incentive Reform Act of 1992 (Section 40-9B-1 et seq., 

Code of Alabama 1975) (the Act) the Company has requested from the Granting Authority an 

Abatement of all state and local noneducational property taxes, excluding hospital and dependent 

children taxes. 

 WHEREAS, the Company has requested that the abatement of state and local 

noneducational property taxes (if applicable) be extended for a period of 10 years, in accordance 

with the Act; and 

 WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has considered the request of the Company and the 

completed applications (copy attached) filed with the Granting Authority by the Company, in 

connection with its request: and  

 WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has found the information contained in the 

Company’s application to be sufficient to permit the Granting Authority to make a reasonable 

cost/benefit analysis of the proposed project and to determine the economic benefits to the 

community; and  

 WHEREAS, the construction of the project will involve a capital investment of 

$10,590,000; and  

 WHEREAS, the Company is duly qualified to do business in the State of Alabama, and 

has powers to enter into, and to perform and observe the agreements and covenants on its part 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. MEETING, OCT. 31, 2022 

 

 

 

5 

contained in the Tax Abatement Agreement; and 

 WHEREAS, the Granting Authority represents and warrants to the Company that it has 

power under that constitution and laws of the State of Alabama (including particularly the 

provisions of the Act) to carry out the provisions of the Tax Abatement Agreement;   

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Granting Authority as follows:  

 Section 1:  Approval is hereby given to the application of the Company and abatement is 

hereby granted of all state and local noneducational property taxes, excluding Hospital and 

Dependent Children taxes as the same may apply to the fullest extent permitted by the Act.  The 

period of abatement for the noneducational property taxes (if applicable) shall extend for a 

period of 10 years measured as provided in Section 40-9B-3(a)(12) of the Act.  

 Section 2:   The governing body of the Granting Authority is authorized to enter into an 

abatement agreement with the Company to provide for the abatement granted in Section 1. 

 Section 3:  A certified copy of this resolution, with the application and abatement 

agreement, shall be forwarded to the Company to deliver to the appropriate local taxing 

authorities (if applicable) and to the Alabama Dept. of Revenue in accordance with the Act.  

 Section 4:   The governing body of the Granting Authority is authorized to take any and 

all actions necessary or desirable to accomplish this purpose of the foregoing of this resolution.  

 

  

 Next, Mrs. Price presented a request authorizing her to contract with American Financial 

Credit Services for delinquent personal property placed on the “insolvent” list.  Mrs. Price said 

the contract for services is a budgeted item.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to authorize Mrs. Price to enter into a contract with American Financial 

Credit Services for delinquent personal property as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented for Commission approval a final plat for the 

replat of Lot 1 in Palmetto Creek Subdivision.  Mr. Hardee stated the plat has been reviewed and 

meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development 

Regulations. The proposed development is located off Lee Road 379.  Mr. Hardee said it is the 

splitting of one parcel into three, with no new roads or infrastructure.  This could not be handled 

administratively because it involves more than two lots.  Adjacent property owner(s) were 

notified by letters sent out October 20, 2022, so they may attend and to voice their support, 

opposition, or to obtain more information.    

 Terry Edge of Lee Road 379 appeared stating the property backs up to his property off 

Lee Road 330 on the southeast side of property and Lee Road 283 off the southwest side of the 

property.  Mr. Edge questioned why there are no plans for turnouts on Lee Road 379 due to 

increased traffic from the subdivision.  Mr. Edge said ambulances pass by his house on Lee Road 

379 everyday; stating additional houses means increased traffic along that roadway and believes 

it should be addressed. 

 Next, Mack Daugherty stated wrecks are constantly an issue at the intersection of Lee 

Road 379 and Lee Road 250, sometimes with fatalities.  He stated the speed limit on the road 
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recently changed to 45 mph but stated it is still dangerous.  He said there is no caution light at the 

intersection and said it should be looked at by planning and development, with more than 400 

vehicles per hour.  He said he would like to see more caution lights and more patrols in the area.  

Commissioner Long and Ham concurred that the traffic along that stretch travels over the posted 

speed limit, and they both said that they have traveled the road recently.  Commissioner Ham 

agreed that it should be looked at in the future.   

 Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the 

replat of Lot 1, Palmetto Creek Subdivision as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Next, Mrs. Leverette presented the FY2022-2023 outside appropriations previously 

approved by the Commission at its work session held October 11, 2022.   Commissioner Morris 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize the Chairman to sign the 

agreements for the FY2022-2023 contract agencies and appropriation agencies as shown below. 

The motion carried unanimously.            
 Contract Agencies: 

Lee-Russell Council of Governments             $157,900 

EAMC Emergency Medical Services             $376,517 

      Total Contract Agencies :          $534,417  

  Appropriation Agencies: 

Dept. Human Resources (Local)          $4,725 

Lee County Health Department              $120,000 

East Alabama Mental Health          $64,050 

Airport Terminal Project                         $100,000 

Airport Runway Safety Zone Extension             $100,000 

Auburn University Airport FAA projects $30,000 

Lee County Alternative Sentencing Board         $100,000 

Judicial Volunteer Program            $12,000 

Alabama Cooperative Extension             $106,542 

  Soil & Water Conservation       $10,000 

Lee County Firefighters Association       $24,545 

Valley Haven School          $8,000 

Horseshoe Bend Library                           $25,000 

East Ala. Services for the Elderly     $10,000 

Domestic Violence Intervention Center         $6,000 

Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama   $17,500 

American Red Cross - Lee Co Chapter    $12,000 

Community Market           $2,650 

Auburn Daycare Association          $6,000 

Museum of East Alabama          $6,600 

Lee County Historical Society        $13,000 

Family Enrichment Center of Loachapoka           $27,551 

Salvation Army       $3,000 

Alabama Kidney Foundation                $5,000 
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One Voice Shelter Coalition               $24,000 

Girls S.T.E.P.S.               $12,000 

The Curtis House                $12,000 

Dream Day Foundation                $10,920 

Forward Opelika (Chamber of Commerce)           $25,000 (5-year commitment) 

Rape Counselors                $15,000 

Lee County CASA                 $2,500 

      Total Appropriation Agencies:               $915,583 

  TOTAL OUTSIDE APPROPRIATIONS       $1,450,000 

 

 Next, Mrs. Leverette presented the following carryover items from FY2022 for capital 

items in FY2023.  Most of the items are for purchases that have been delayed as a direct result of 

adverse global supply chain issues.  The needed adjustments include: 

 General Fund 

  Revenue Commissioner   $49,050 

  Information Services    $93,515 

  Sheriff’s Office              $318,521 

     Fund Balance Carryover      $461,086 

 SRO Fund 

  Motor Vehicles & Equipment                $514,000 

     Fund Balance Carryover      $514,000 

 Parks Fund 

  Other Equipment (Grounds Keeping)  $28,000 

     Fund Balance Carryover        $28,000 

 Gas Tax Fund 111 

   Motor Vehicles & Equipment          $139,615 

     Fund Balance Carryover      $139,615 

 

 There is also a proposed listing of capital items to be included in the FY2023 Budget 

based on budget work sessions held in September 2022.  They include:    

 Revenue Commissioner  

 Replace outdated computers    $55,648 Additional to reach requested 

 Auburn Satellite                                                                      $76,700 

 Modifications for Revenue Commissioner   $125,000 

 Sheriff’s Office  

 Communications 800 Mhz System              0 Requested $4,567,018 

 Motor Vehicles & Assoc. Equipment            $525,000 Requested $1,107,280 

 Data Processing Equipment     $95,000 Requested    $201,428 

 Other Equipment      $84,000 Requested    $178,187 

 Detention Center 

 Replace 3 Dryers      $28,470 

 Replace Booking Controls     $95,000 
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 EMA 

 2 Trucks w/lights, sirens & equipment   $60,000 Requested 2/Only $60K for 1 

 Bunk Room 1&2 Furnishings      $6,000  

 Large Conference Room Furnishings                $9,800 

 Kitchen Appliances        $5,645 

 Animal Control 

 Animal Control Truck with box    $70,000 

 Justice Center  

 HVAC Controls Replacement    $85,000 

 Courthouse 

 HVAC Controls Replacement  $30,000 

 DHR Building  

 Replace PA System     $50,000 

 Building Maintenance 

 Replace two work trucks    $85,000 

  Available Fund Balance (Recognize as Revenue) $1,409,563 

 Last, is a request to move $1.5 million from the General Fund to the Capital Projects 

Fund for ongoing capital projects in various stages of completion listed below: 

 

  EMA Expansion and Renovation  Under Construction 

  Highway Complex    Construction Plans Stage 

  Justice Center Courtrooms Renovations Design Stage 

  Minimum Security Barracks    Concept Stage 

  800 MHz Trunk Communication System Concept Stage 

 

 There is an overall additional funding need of $24,260,778 for the projects.  There will be 

a need for long-term financing and a phased approach for some of the projects listed.  Moving 

the proposed funds will allow for the completion of the EMA Expansion and Renovation project 

and allow for some initial phased work to proceed on the other projects.  Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve, and replace the FY2023 Budget for 

the capital item purchases carryover, approve the capital 2023 budget and Capital Projects Fund 

transfers as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 Next, Mrs. Leverette presented a FY2023 Gas Tax Fund budget adjustment for 

Commission consideration.  Mrs. Leverette said the Highway Department recently received 

funds from a sale of surplus equipment in the amount of $206,790.   The Highway Department 

would like to recognize the funds as revenue to make additional capital purchases.  Judge 

English questioned Mr. Hardee on the items that were sold.  Mr. Hardee said they sold a 2001 

motor grader, a used brush cutter unit and a used smooth wheel roller.  Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham, to approve a budget adjustment of $206,790 in 

the FY2023 Gas Tax Fund as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.      
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 Last, Mrs. Leverette requested the Commission approve the following Resolution 

requesting funds under the Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund.  Mrs. Leverette 

explained that Treasury launched the LATCF for eligible revenue sharing counties.  The 

American Rescue Plan (ARP) appropriated $2 billion to the Treasury across fiscal years 2022 

and 2023 to provide payments to eligible revenue sharing counties and eligible Tribal 

governments for use on any governmental purpose except a lobbying activity.   Lee County’s 

allocation is a total of $100,000; $50,000 for 2022 and $50,000 in 2023.   Mrs. Leverette said 

upon application for these funds, the first $50,000 will be in the 2022 year, but the receipt of the 

2023 funds is still to be determined.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to approve the following Resolution authorizing the Chairman to request 

funds under the Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

     RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has been allocated funds in the 

amount of $100,000 by the U.S. Department of Treasury (“Treasury”) from the Local Assistance 

and Tribal Consistency Fund (“LATCF”), established by Section 605 of the Social Security Act, 

as added by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021; and  

 WHEREAS, the LATCF funds allocated to the County may be expended by the County 

for governmental purposes; and 

 WHEREAS, to receive the LATCF funds allocated to the County, an authorized 

representative of the County must submit a request for funding to Treasury on or before January 

31, 2023; and 

 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (the “Commission”) has determined that 

receipt of these funds for expenditure by the County for governmental purposes will inure to the 

benefit of the citizens of this County. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows:  

 The Chair of the Commission is hereby authorized to request or to designate another 

County official to request the County’s allocated share of LATCF funds in accordance with the 

procedures established by Treasury.  The authority delegated herein includes the authority for the 

Chair, or his or her designee, to execute agreements or other documents necessary to request and 

receive this allocation.   

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to 

be executed in its name on its behalf by the Chair on the 31st day of October, 2022.     

 

  

 Judge English said EMA Director Rita Smith asked that an item concerning a storm 

shelter grant be added to the agenda.  Commissioner Morris made a motion to add the item.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  Mrs. Smith said a 

2019 grant for a storm shelter in Smiths Station is about to expire because it was put on hold 

after the 2019 tornadoes and then the Covid pandemic.  The grant was a 75/25 grant for $62,000, 
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which will no longer cover the cost of the storm shelter.  Mrs. Smith stated that due to 

unforeseen circumstances involving this grant, her recommendation after discussing it with Lee-

Russell Council of Governments Director Lisa Sandt is to withdraw from the initial grant and 

reapply under the COVID disaster hazard mitigation funds.  Mrs. Smith stated Alabama EMA 

indicated other grant funds are available with a 90/10 match, but the deadline to apply is soon 

approaching.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion to withdraw from the first grant and move 

forward with the new grant application for the storm shelter in Smiths Station.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

 

At approximately 6:06 p.m., for one last time, Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge 

English reminded that the next meeting would be on Wednesday, November 16, 2022. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Wednesday, November 16, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, and Gary Long.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon.  Elected Officials 

in attendance:  Corner Daniel Sexton.     News media in attendance:   The Observer reporter 

Hannah Lester and WTVM Channel 9 reporter Rico Mitchell.   

 

 

Judge English had the honor of swearing-in of new Commissioner Tony Langley and 

returning Commissioner John Andrew Harris.  Commissioner Langley was joined by his wife, 

who held the family Bible, for his swearing-in.  Commissioner Langley had several family 

members in attendance.  Next, Judge English performed the swearing-in of Commissioner John 

Andrew Harris, with his friend Wilbert Payne holding the Bible.  Commissioners Langley and 

Harris joined the others on the bench. 

   

 

Commissioner Cannon recognized Judy Lockhart on receiving a Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the Alabama Senior Citizens Hall of Fame.  Commissioner Cannon presented a 

plaque to Ms. Lockhart commemorating her award.  Ms. Lockhart serves in Loachapoka and 

Auburn; and leads activities at the Family Enrichment Center.  Commissioner Cannon thanked 

Ms. Lockhart for her years of dedicated service.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the meeting 

on October 31, 2022.   An additional listing of claims for payment was presented prior to the 

meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried on a vote of 3-0-2 with 

Commissioners Langley and Harris abstaining.  

 

 

 Judge English stated the Sheriff’s Office issued a noise ordinance violation that has gone 

unpaid since issuance on September 30, 2022.  Captain Chris Wallace said the next step is to 

authorize the county attorney to pursue it in civil court.  Captain Wallace stated Lieutenant Bill 

McGuire would discuss the violation.  Lt. McGuire said Deputy Jessica Daley issued the 

violation after the recipient stated he would not turn down his music adding a few expletives.  Lt. 

McGuire stated the person was playing music from a large speaker on his back porch.  Judge 

English stated the next step is for the Commission to authorize County Attorney Stan Martin to 

proceed.  Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to authorize 

Martin Law, LLC to pursue the matter on behalf of the Commission.  The motion carried 

unanimously.      
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 At approximately 5:21 p.m., Judge English opened a Public Hearing on the ADECA 

CDBG-19 Grant.  Judge English asked, but there was no one in attendance for the Public 

Hearing.  Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann read the following 

statement:   The County Commission is seeking citizen feedback on a proposed change in scope 

of activities.  The County is considering moving a portion of the rental and utility assistance 

funds ($285,000) from this project and reallocating those funds for equipment purchases to help 

the County prevent, prepare for, and respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as 

COVID-19.   At approximately 5:23 p.m., Judge English closed the Public Hearing on the grant.   

 

 Upon conclusion of the Public Hearing, County Administrative Officer Holly Leverette 

presented the following Resolution for Commission consideration.  Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve, and authorize the Chairman to sign the 

following Resolution as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

LEE COUNTY RESOLUTION TO  

AMEND ADECA CDBG-C19 GRANT 
 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission was awarded $500,000 by the Alabama 

Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) to prevent, prepare for, and respond 

to the spread of infectious diseases such as COVID-19 (Project # CV-NC-20-001); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission budgeted a total of $375,000 for mortgage/rental 

assistance and utility assistance and $75,000 for food distribution; and 

 

WHEREAS, although a portion of the funds allocated for mortgage/rental assistance and 

utility assistance have been disbursed to qualified applicants, more citizens were unable to 

provide the required qualifying documentation than originally anticipated; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission has decided it to be in the best interest of the County’s 

residents to reallocate funds from mortgage/rental assistance and utility assistance activities in 

the amounts of $285,000 for equipment purchases and an additional $75,000 for food 

distribution; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Commission wishes to follow all policies and procedures related to the 

Formal Amendment process prescribed by ADECA. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lee County Commission hereby 

authorizes the reallocation from mortgage/rental assistance and utility assistance activities in the 

amounts $285,000 to purchase equipment to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the spread of 

infectious diseases such as COVID-19 and an additional $75,000 for food distribution, and 

authorizes the Chairman to sign and submit the necessary paperwork to ADECA to complete the 

Formal Amendment Process.  
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 Ben Bramlett, Vice President of Operations and Manager of Neal Pope’s Farm and 

Sustainable CBD appeared before the Commission asking for a letter concerning the zoning 

status of their farm.  Mr. Bramlett stated the farm became licensed in 2019 by the Alabama 

Department of Agriculture and Industries (ADAI) to cultivate and process hemp.  Mr. Bramlett 

said they continue to operate a state licensed hemp farm and processing facility.  Mr. Bramlett 

explained that the State of Alabama plans to issue five (5) Medical Cannabis Integrated Facility 

Licenses, which will allow a licensee to operate a cultivation facility, manufacturing facility, 

secured transport service, and up to 5 retail stores across the state.  Mr. Bramlett stated they are 

uniquely situated to apply, obtain, and operate a Medical Cannabis Integrated Facility License at 

the property.  The State of Alabama Medical Cannabis Commission has developed a stringent set 

of rules to govern the operation of medical cannabis facilities in the state.  All medical cannabis 

will be tracked from seed-to-sales using RFID technology.  All operations will be under 24-7 

surveillance and security guards will be on the premises during hours of operation.  Owners and 

employees will be required to pass state and federal background checks.  Mr. Bramlett said the 

farm’s location in Lee County is the perfect location to continue Neal Pope’s legacy and 

establish a medical cannabis cultivation and processing facility.  Mr. Bramlett stated they are 

currently in discussions with Auburn University and Troy University about research projects 

related to medical cannabis.  These research projects will focus solely on the production of 

medical cannabis products and not cannabis products used for recreation.  The facility expects to 

employ 20-25 employees in the first year, not to mention the local architects, engineers, and 

contractors the company will engage to construct a new facility.  Mr. Bramlett stated the group 

has already put a significant amount of money and resources into the project, and the future 

investment will likely be upwards of $10 million dollars over the first few years of operations.   

Mr. Bramlett stated he believes the farm property falls outside the county’s existing zoning map 

and is not subject to the Lee County Zoning Regulations.  The state Medical Cannabis 

Commission requires all applicants to provide:  “Proof of local zoning and other approvals 

necessary to operate the business in the community, including but not limited to, as necessary, 

any local ordinance or resolution approving the operation of medical cannabis facilities there.”  

Mr. Bramlett asked the Commission to provide such proof for their operation.  Commissioner 

Morris questioned County Engineer Justin Hardee about zoning.  Mr. Hardee stated the facility is 

outside Beat 13, so that does not affect it.  Michael Delaney of Delaney Property Group stated 

they want to be a part of the community, stating 75% of the ownership group are Auburn alumni.  

Mr. Delaney stated a capital investment of about $4-$6 million will bring tax revenue of around 

$60,000 in ad valorem taxes.  Mr. Delaney said the revenue will be put back into Lee County and 

asked the Commission to support their request for a zoning letter.  Next, Attorney Warren Cobb 

thanked the Commission for consideration, reiterating that in the first year the about 40 new jobs 

will be created, which will be high level positions.  Also, they will team with Auburn University 

and Troy University to perform research projects.  Judge English informed them that the Lee 

County Interim Planning Director could provide a letter indicating that zoning does not apply 

without action by the Commission.       
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 Next, Judge English stated Code of Alabama §11-3-8(a) requires the county commission 

to establish its regular meeting days during the “organizational meeting”, and Code of Alabama 

§36-25A-5 requires the county commission to adopt written rules of procedure.  Judge English 

questioned if the Commission wished to continue meeting on the first and last Monday of each 

month as are held currently.  The Commission agreed to continue the same meeting schedule.  

Next, Judge English stated the updated Rules of Procedure contain a new Electronic Participation 

Policy.  Judge English said the new electronic participation process may not be used until at least 

45 days after it is adopted.  So, if the new policy is adopted tonight, it will not go into effect until 

the first meeting of 2023.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to meet the first and last Monday of each month and to amend the Rules of Procedure as 

distributed to include the Electronic Participation Policy as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

 Judge English said that Mr. Hardee indicated an agreement has been reached with 

Beauregard Fire to move the portable classroom used for voting at Beat 10 in Marvyn to the new 

fire station on Alabama Highway 51 about ½ mile north of the current location.  Judge English 

said the location will have permanent connection to electricity and water/septic system and no 

longer have to utilize a generator or a holding tank.  Beauregard Fire will pay the utilities in 

exchange for being allowed to use the classroom for training when not in use for elections.  

Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to move the portable 

classroom building from its current location in Marvyn next to the new Beauregard Fire Station 

on Alabama Highway 51 to be used for future elections.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Next, Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to examine the asphalt areas around the Meeting 

Center, and that after speaking with him about it, Mr. Hardee said the Highway Department can 

perform the work to replace the pavement.   Mr. Hardee said he and his Highway Superintendent 

Bill Yarbrough looked at it and said the work could be performed within 4-5 days, and it will not 

negatively affect other ongoing projects.  Judge English said no Commission action is necessary 

since it is county-owned property, but he wanted the Commission to be notified and onboard.     

 

 

 The agenda item concerning a promotion within the Appraisal Department was removed.   

 

 

 Mrs. Leverette presented agreements with Alabama Power Company for parking lot 

lighting at the Beulah Park and the Beauregard Park for Commission consideration.  Mrs. 

Leverette said the money will come from the ARPA Revenue Replacement funds for safety 

concerns around the two parks.  Parks Director Ryan Norris presented slides of the proposed 

placement of the lights according to the agreement with Alabama Power.  Mr. Norris said he 

hopes to have the lighting installed prior to the spring season.  Mrs. Leverette said that Alabama 
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Power will maintain and take care of the poles as per the agreement.  Further, Mrs. Leverette said 

this is the first fully expended project with ARPA funds.  Since the parks are in District 4, 

Commissioner Langley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

following Resolution for ARPA Revenue Replacement Funds and authorize the Chairman to sign 

the agreements as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.      

 

RESOLUTION FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

FUNDS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

expended in accordance with state and federal law; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of final ule published by the United 

States Department of Treasury dated January 6, 2022, the County has duly elected to designate a 

standard allowance of up to $10,000,000 of its ARPA funds as revenue replacement (“ARPA 

revenue replacement funds”); and 

WHEREAS, the County may use ARPA revenue replacement funds to fund government 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that there is a need to ensure the following 

government services: to provide for safety and security at County-owned parks; and 

WHEREAS, the Beauregard and Beulah Parks are in need of lighting in the parking lot 

area to promote safety and security; and   

WHEREAS, the County has determined that leasing light poles from Alabama Power at 

the rate prescribed by the Alabama Public Service Commission is a necessary, reasonable, and 

proportionate measure to facilitate the provision of these government services. The approved rate 

for each park is as follows:  Beauregard Park - $41,171.86; Beulah Park - $57,400.98; and 

 WHEREAS, the County has procured the lease for these goods in a manner consistent 

with state law and federal guidelines, including compliance with the Uniform Administrative 

Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (2 C.F.R. Part 200), 

as applicable to ARPA revenue replacement funds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows: 

1) The County shall use up to $98,572.84 of ARPA funds, which are hereby 

designated as ARPA revenue replacement funds, to facilitate the provision of the government 

services described herein. 

2) The Chairman is hereby authorized to expend these funds to lease the light poles 

as described herein from the designated vendor to facilitate the provision of these services. 

3) The ARPA Program Director is charged with ensuring that ARPA revenue 

replacement funds allocated and expended to provide these government services will not be used 

in such a way as to frustrate COVID-19 mitigation guidance issued by the Centers for Disease 

Control, or for any other use prohibited by the Final Rule or any applicable state or federal law.  

4) Expenditure of these funds, as authorized by this Resolution, shall be contingent 

on the continued appropriation and availability of ARPA revenue replacement funds for this 
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purpose and in no event shall be used for any expenses not obligated by December 31, 2024, and 

expended by December 31, 2026. 

 Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented the proposed 

FY2023 Holiday schedule for Commission approval.   Mrs. Swann stated the holiday schedule 

includes two days for Christmas.  Additionally, two holidays fall on regularly scheduled 

Commission meetings and those meeting dates will need to be moved from Monday to Tuesday. 

Those two holidays are Memorial Day and Columbus Day.   Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the FY2023 Holiday Schedule as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

                                         FY2023 Holiday Schedule 

 

New Year’s Day      Monday, January 2, 2023 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day    Monday, January 16, 2023 

 Presidents’ Day      Monday, February 20, 2023 

 Memorial Day      *Monday, May 29, 2023 

 Juneteenth Day      Monday, June 19, 2023 

 Independence Day      Tuesday, July 4, 2023 

 Labor Day       Monday, September 4, 2023 

 Columbus Day      *Monday, October 9, 2023 

Veterans’ Day  Friday, November 10, 2023 

 Thanksgiving       Thursday, November 23, 2023   

           Friday, November 24, 2023 

 Christmas       Monday, December 25, 2023 

        Tuesday, December 26, 2023 

 *Normal Commission Meeting Days 

 Note: Monday, May 29 meeting moved to Tuesday, May 30, 2023 

           Monday, October 9 meeting moved to Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023 

 

 

At approximately 6:00 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in a Special Meeting at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, November 28, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. to discuss a matter of current 

litigation in executive session.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the 

meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, 

and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long and Tony Langley.  Present via 

Zoom:  Attorney Richard Davis and Jamie Frawley.    Commissioner John Andrew Harris 

arrived approximately 15 minutes late. 

                                                                                                   

             

Judge English opened the Special Meeting stating County Attorney Stan Martin 

indicated the following to remain in the chamber for the executive session in addition to the 

members of the Commission:  Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette, County Engineer 

Justin Hardee and Chief Building Official and Interim Planning Director Joel Hubbard.  Judge 

English stated the session is expected to last approximately 45 minutes and formal action is not 

anticipated at the conclusion.   

 

 

After the conclusion of the Executive Session at approximately 4:40 p.m., 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to adjourn.   The 

motion carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, November 28, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long, Tony Langley and John 

Andrew Harris.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.     News media in attendance:   

The Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, and minutes of the meeting 

on November 14, 2022.   Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Morris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette presented the following two Resolutions 

pertaining to the ARPA Water Authority Projects.  Mrs. Leverette said IAC has released 

Implementation Policies and Procedures for water projects, as well as Addendum 1, a 

customized policy and procedure packet.  Mrs. Leverette said the Implementation Policies and 

Addendum 1 will serve as guidance for granting eligible water authority projects for American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.  Further, Mrs. Leverette said Policies and Procedures for Water 

Projects needs to be adopted prior to the Commission allocating Lee County ARPA funds to 

each of the water authorities for eligible projects to begin.  Commissioner Langley made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long authorizing the Chairman to sign the following 

Resolution to adopt the Implementation Policies and Procedures for water and sewer projects.    

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

FOR WATER AND SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROJECTS USING 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS 

 

 WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

expended in accordance with state and federal law; and  

 WHEREAS, the County may make necessary investments in water and sewer 

infrastructure using ARPA funds; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to 603(c)(3) of the ARPA, PL 117-2, March 11, 2021, 135 Stat. 4, 

the county may transfer ARPA funds to municipalities, water and sewer authorities, and other 

public third-party providers (“third-party providers”) in order to make these necessary 

investments; and  

 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (the “Commission”) has determined that 

appropriating ARPA Funds to enter into subawards with third-party providers to make necessary 

investments in water and sewer infrastructure is a necessary, eligible, and reasonable use of these 
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funds. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows: 

1) The County shall take necessary steps to determine the eligibility of water and/or sewer  

infrastructure project(s) and engage a third-party provider to carry out the project(s) in 

accordance with the implementation policies and procedures set forth in Addendum 1 to 

this Resolution, the provisions of which are fully adopted and incorporated herein by 

reference.  

2) The Chairman of the Commission shall assign a Project Monitor to ensure compliance 

with federal guidance, the ARPA award, and the implementation policies and procedures. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to 

be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on the 28th day of November, 2022.  

  

 

  Commissioner Langley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon authorizing 

the Chairman to sign the following Resolution, to formally allocate funds to Beulah Utilities 

District in support of the six identified eligible projects.    The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

      RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ALLOCATION OF  

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS FOR  

ELIGIBLE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

expended in accordance with state and federal laws: and  

WHEREAS, ARPA funds may be used for necessary investments in water and sewer 

infrastructure (“eligible water and sewer ARPA infrastructure projects”); and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to 603(c)(3) of the ARPA, PL 117-2, March 11, 2021, 135 Stat 4, 

the County may transfer ARPA funds to municipalities, water and sewer authorities, and other 

public third-party providers (“third-party providers”) in order to make these necessary 

investments; and  

WHEREAS, the County has identified, with assistance from an independent consultant, 

six (6) eligible ARPA infrastructure projects to serve the County’s citizens; and  

WHEREAS, consistent with Code of Alabama 1975 § 11-89-13, the County may 

provide funds to a utility district to provide for the planning, development, undertaking, 

construction, extension, improvement, operation, or protection of water systems; and  

WHEREAS, the County desires to enter into an agreement with the Beulah Utilities 

District, a public utility, to carry out the ARPA infrastructure project for a public purpose, and  

WHEREAS, the County has determined that the project is a necessary, eligible, and 

reasonable use of these funds; and  

WHEREAS, the County will conduct a satisfactory risk assessment of Beulah Utilities 
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District and develop a monitoring plan for the ARPA infrastructure project.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY as follows:  

1) The County hereby conditionally allocates up to $2,697,986.77 of its ARPA funds to 

Beulah Utilities District to be distributed as follows to cover part or all of the costs associated 

with the following infrastructure projects:  

a. Approximately $457,975 to replace a water main along Lee Road 375 to reduce 

potential contamination from breakages in the current line; and 

b. Approximately $482,150 to replace a 6-inch main on the lake waterbed with an 8-

inch underground line around Lee Roads 792 & 936 to reduce potential 

contamination and improve water pressure; and 

c. Approximately $246,900 to install a new water line near Lee Road 259 to provide 

service to customers currently on wells, improving long-term public health and 

increasing resiliency during a drought; and 

d. Approximately $519,200 to replace a 6-inch main on the lake waterbed with a 6 to 8-

inch underground line around Lee Roads 743 & 338 to reduce potential 

contamination and improve water pressure; and 

e. Approximately $215,475 to install over 4,000 feet of 6-inch water line along Lee 

Road 252 to create a loop to improve water pressure and ensure residents have water 

in the event of a break; and 

f. Approximately $191,150 to install a new 6-inch water line along Lee Road 345 to 

improve maintenance access and correct potential breaks.   

2) This allocation is conditioned upon meeting federal requirements as set forth in paragraph 

3 and further review of cost estimates of the project. 

3) Following the successful completion of a risk assessment and development of a 

monitoring plan, the County is hereby directed to negotiate with the Beulah Utilities Board to 

establish sub-recipient agreements for each of the above-referenced projects consistent with this 

resolution and the terms and conditions of the County’s ARPA Award. 

4) The Chairman is hereby designated to enter into the sub-recipient agreements if the 

agreements are consistent with this resolution and if, in his discretion, the terms and conditions 

are in the best interest of the County. 

5) Upon execution of the sub-recipient agreements, the Chairman is hereby authorized to 

expend ARPA funds for costs of the projects in accordance with the terms of this Resolution and 

the sub-recipient agreements.   

6)  Expenditure of these funds, as authorized by this Resolution, shall be contingent on the 

continued appropriation and availability of ARPA funds for this purpose and in no event shall be 

used for any costs associated with the projects that are not obligated on or before December 31, 

2024, and expended on or before December 31, 2026.   

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to 

be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on the 28th day of November, 2022. 
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Next, Mrs. Leverette presented the following Resolution for Commission consideration to 

allocate funds from previously set aside ARPA revenue replacement funds for the purchase and 

installation of equipment for the EMA communications room. 

 Mrs. Leverette said the Commission first discussed this during a work session on May 

23, 2022 to have IAC review purchases by EMA which were not included in the EMA building 

construction costs to see if any of the purchases would be eligible for use of ARPA funds.  Upon 

review, IAC has recommended the only purchase the county could move forward using ARPA 

revenue replacement funds for is the purchase and installation of equipment from Motorola 

Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $288,327.49.   Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Long to approve the following Resolution allocating $288,327.49 from ARPA 

revenue replacement funds for the purchase and installation of equipment from Motorola 

Solutions, Inc. for the EMA communications room.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

RESOLUTION FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

FUNDS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama (the “County”) has received American Rescue Plan 

Act fiscal recovery funds (“ARPA funds”) and is charged with ensuring that such funds are 

expended in accordance with state and federal law; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of final rule published by the United 

States Department of Treasury dated January 6, 2022, the County has duly elected to designate a 

standard allowance of up to $10,000,000 of its ARPA funds as revenue replacement (“ARPA 

revenue replacement funds”); and 

WHEREAS, the County may use ARPA revenue replacement funds to fund government 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that there is a need to provide for emergency 

communications equipment for the Lee County Emergency Management Agency; and 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that the purchase of emergency communications 

equipment from the below listed vendor is a necessary, reasonable, and proportionate measure to 

facilitate the provision of these government services. The cost for said equipment is as follows: 

$288,327.49 from Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Communications Room Equipment; and 

 WHEREAS, the County has procured these goods in a manner consistent with state law 

and federal guidelines, including compliance with the Uniform Administrative Requirements, 

Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (2 C.F.R. Part 200), as applicable 

to ARPA revenue replacement funds. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION as follows: 

1) The County shall use up to $288,327.49 of ARPA funds, which are hereby 

designated as ARPA revenue replacement funds, to facilitate the provision of the government 

services described herein. 
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2) The Chief Administrative Officer is hereby authorized to expend these funds 

towards the purchase of the equipment as described herein from the designated vendor to 

facilitate the provision of these services.  

 

3) The Chief Administrative Officer is charged with ensuring that ARPA revenue 

replacement funds allocated and expended to provide these government services will not be used 

in such a way as to frustrate COVID-19 mitigation guidance issued by the Centers for Disease 

Control, or for any other use prohibited by the Final Rule or any applicable state or federal law.  

 

4) Expenditure of these funds, as authorized by this Resolution, shall be contingent 

on the continued appropriation and availability of ARPA revenue replacement funds for this 

purpose and in no event shall be used for any expenses not obligated by December 31, 2024, and 

expended by December 31, 2026. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to 

be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on the 28th day of November, 2022. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented two ABC license applications for Commission consideration.   

Sheriff Jones said these are transfers from Delta Food for a retail beer and retail table wine and a 

lounge retail liquor (package) for Delta Food Package.  Sheriff Jones said no objections have 

been noted regarding the transfer of the licenses.  Commissioner Long questioned if these are 

located inside the Smiths Station city limits.  Sheriff Jones responded no; they had checked.    

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the 

following resolutions pertaining to the two license transfers. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the transfer of the 

retail beer and retail table wine license for Delta Food located at 9870 Lee Road 240, Phenix 

City, Alabama.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the transfer of the 

lounge retail liquor license for Delta Food Package located at 9870 Lee Road 240, Phenix City, 

Alabama.        

 

 

Next, Sheriff Jones presented educational reimbursement requests for Deputy Shawn 

McDevitt and Investigator Ben Causland.  Sheriff Jones stated the classes pertain to their current 

duties and he recommends approval.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to approve the educational reimbursement requests as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
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County Engineer Justin Hardee presented for Commission consideration a Local Roads 

Safety Initiative funding agreement.  Mr. Hardee stated Lee County was awarded $246,607.88 

through the State’s Local Roads Safety Initiative (LRSI) for 2-foot paved shoulders, edge-line 

rumble strips, and striping at six (6) horizontal curves on Lee Road 379 just north of Lake 

Harding, for a distance of approximately 1.4 miles.  Mr. Hardee said the funds require a 10% 

match of $27,400.87, which must by authorized by Commission action.  Mr. Hardee commended 

Assistant Engineer Patrick Harvill on the job he did for the county to be awarded the funds.  

Commissioner Long questioned how 2-foot would be added.  Mr. Hardee stated they would build 

the shoulders out and extend the pipe in those areas.  Judge English said they will have to be 

extremely careful when the work is being performed.  Mr. Hardee agreed.   Commissioner 

Langley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to authorize the Chairman to execute 

the Local Roads Safety Initiative construction agreement as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.           

 

 

At approximately 5:20 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, December 12, 2022.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, Gary Long and Tony Langley.  

Absent: Commissioner John Andrew Harris.  Elected Officials in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones 

and Coroner Daniel Sexton.     News media in attendance:   The Observer reporter Hannah Lester 

and Opelika-Auburn News reporter John West.   

 

Chief Administrative Officer Holly Leverette introduced new Chief Financial Officer 

Anna Kate Padgett who will begin in the position on January 9, 2023. Ms. Padgett, who 

previously worked with the Department of Public Examiners, spoke briefly, and said she is 

excited to begin working with the County. 

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, a procurement card transactions listing, minutes of the Executive 

Session and regular meetings both held on November 28, 2022, and first readings of Lee County 

Recreation Board/District 2, Beulah Utilities Board and two members of the Lee County Youth 

Development Center Board.  Commissioner Langley asked Mrs. Leverette about the "no-name 

vendor” listed on the P-card listings and Mrs. Leverette stated that typically those are related to 

travel but staff works with the departments to prevent no-name vendors and it has gotten better 

but it takes time. Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to 

approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

  

 Judge English stated he had included in the packets the evaluation form for the Chief 

Administrative Officer and a memo regarding the form. The probationary period is over at the 

end of the year but remains in place until removed by the Commission. Commissioner Cannon 

stated he would like to extend the probation period for up to six months and the evaluation until 

February or March to allow the two new commissioners time to work with Mrs. Leverette to be 

able to perform a fair evaluation. Commissioner Langley agreed, stating it would be unfair of 

him to try to give her an evaluation in only his third meeting. Commissioner Cannon made the 

motion which was seconded by Commissioner Langley.    The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 EMA Director Rita Smith presented information regarding the Smiths Station 

Community Shelter Grant. The grant does require a 90/10 split with the federal share estimated 

to be $89,145 and the non-federal share of $9,905 which the county would be responsible for. 

Mrs. Smith said the amount is an estimate by Lee-Russell Council of Governments and EMA but 

stated it could be higher depending on the bids.  Mrs. Smith said once the RFP goes out, they 

will have a much better idea of what the amount will be, however EMA cannot move forward 

without a commitment from the County Commission.  Commissioner Cannon asked if they could 
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commit up to that amount; Ms. Smith stated the Commission could do that and if bids come in 

higher than expected, she could come back before the Commission to amend it.  Mrs. Smith said 

as part of the commitment the county needs to agree to maintain the shelter as well. 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the 

commitment up to $9,905 and authorize the Chairman to sign the maintenance agreement once 

presented.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 Sheriff Jones presented results of Bid #2023-02 for uniform dry cleaning. Sheriff Jones 

stated two bids were received and recommended to award the bid to the lowest 

responsive bidder, Downtown Cleaners, which currently performs the service. Commissioner 

Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to award Bid #2023-02 for uniform 

dry cleaning to Downtown Cleaners.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented results of Bid #2023-03 for a Lenco Bearcat Armored Vehicle.  

Sheriff Jones said this vehicle would be utilized by the tactical team which is comprised of 

members of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, the Auburn Police Department, and the Opelika 

Police Department. He said there is a need for such a vehicle because the MRAP (mine resistant 

vehicle) is cumbersome to operate in certain circumstances.  The Bearcat vehicle is a smaller and 

lighter vehicle with protection for the response team for events they are required to handle.  

Sheriff Jones said with the assistance of EMA they were able to secure a $150,000 grant to go 

toward the cost of the vehicle. Sheriff Jones said two bids were received, one from Lenco 

Bearcat of Massachusetts and one from Terradyne Armored Vehicles of Canada. The bid from 

Terradyne was received late, so it was left unopened.   The bid from Lenco was $238,801; there 

is a difference of $88,801 between the bid and the amount of the grant.  Sheriff Jones said he has 

been in ongoing discussions with both City of Auburn and City of Opelika police departments 

working on a plan to share the balance in thirds.  Sheriff Jones said the vehicle has a 12-month 

build time so earliest to receive would be December 2023, which will allow more time to work 

on a funding agreement with the other entities.  Commissioner Cannon asked if the balance 

would be roughly $30K for each of the entities.  Sheriff Jones said yes since the vehicle would 

be shared by all three entities.  Commissioner Langley asked how often the other vehicle had 

been used with Capt. Wallace stating it had been used recently with a hostage situation in 

Auburn.   Commissioner Langley stated he wanted to make sure that the county could justify the 

cost although the $150,000 grant would help with that.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the purchase for $238,801 from Lenco Bearcat 

Armored Vehicle.   The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Next, Sheriff Jones presented an educational reimbursement request for Deputy Vintel 

Thomas.  Sheriff Jones stated the classes pertain to his current duties and recommends approval.   

Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the 
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educational reimbursement request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a preliminary plat for Cherry Hill Subdivision 

located in District 3 off Lee Road 246. This is a preliminary plat approval which gives the 

developer a permit to develop the almost 40-acre property. The property is being subdivided into 

37 lots with each lot to be approximate .75 acre with approximately ½ mile of streets that will be 

built to county standards before final acceptance. Mr. Hardee said notification letters of the 

proposed subdivision were sent out on November 22 to adjoining property owners. Mr. Hardee 

said the subdivision will come back before the Commission for final approval before any lots are 

sold. Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the preliminary plat as presented for Cherry 

Hill Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morris and carried unanimously. 

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented the results of Bid #2023-01 for a new water truck with 

chassis which will replace an older one in the department.   Mr. Hardee said this replaces an 

older truck and will give the department a second water truck, which is in good shape and road 

worthy.  Mr. Hardee said the water trucks are used to clean out driveway pipes, cross-drains and 

respond to situations where there are issues with items in the roadway such as mud.  Mr. Hardee 

said bids were mailed to five vendors and posted on the county website; three bids were returned. 

The low bidder was Thompson Tractor Co., Inc., with a bid of $138,911.53; however, they did 

not meet two of the engine specifications required in the bid; they were short on horsepower by 

40% and torque by 20%.   Mr. Hardee said the next lowest bid meeting all specifications was 

Cowin Equipment Company for $142,947.59.  Mr. Hardee recommended the Commission award 

the bid to Cowin Equipment Company.  Mr. Hardee said the bid is well-under what was 

allocated in the capital budget for this item.  Commissioner Langley made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to award the bid to Cowin Equipment Company. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

 

Mrs. Leverette presented the creation of a billing clerk position in Environmental 

Services.  Mrs. Leverette said there is a need for billing services representatives in the 

department with Environmental Services taking over the garbage fee billing.  Approval is needed 

for the billing clerk job description to move forward with the hiring of the positions. Mrs. 

Leverette said the two positions will come in at a pay grade 109 and are budgeted.  The 

responsibilities will include billing duties as well as customer service and clerical support and is 

the same pay grade as taxpayer billing service representatives in the revenue office.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris to approve the billing 

clerk positions as recommended.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 12, 2022 

 

 

 

4 

  Last, Judge English discussed the last December meeting.  Judge English said the 

meeting would fall on Tuesday, December 27 since the Commission already set Monday, 

December 26 as a county holiday.  Judge English said he reached out to various department 

heads, and none had any pressing business that could not wait until the first scheduled meeting 

in January.  Commissioner Long made a motion to cancel the last December meeting.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously. 

  

 

At approximately 5:25 p.m., Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Langley to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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